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Ahnentafel, Generation No. 1 


1. James COPELAND was born 18 Jan 1823, and died 30 Oct 1857 in was hanged in New Augusta, MS. he was leader of 
Copeland outlaw gang. He was the son of 2. Isham COPELAND and 3. Rebecca WELLS. 


Ahnentafel, Generation No. 2 


2. Isham COPELAND was born 1798 in Bryan Co. Ga.. He was the son of 4. James COPELAND and 5. Dorcas-Docie- 
ROBERTS. 


Children of Rebecca WELLS and Isham COPELAND are: 
i, Andrew. COPELAND. 

ii. Henry COPELAND. 

iii. Isham COPELAND. 

iv. John COPELAND. 


vi. Wi COPELAND. 

vii. Martha Ellen COPELAND was born 26 Mar 1821 in Pascagoula, Ms., and died 12 Sep 1913 in Gulfport, Ms.. She 
married Joseph Wesley TILLMAN 1835 in Jackson Co., Ms., son of James A. Tillman SR. and Eleanor RIDDLE. 
He was born 1819 in GA., and died 1872 in buried in Cedar Grove Bap. Cem. in Mobile Co., Ala.. 


1. viii. James COPELAND was born 18 Jan 1823, and died 30 Oct 1857 in was hanged in New Augusta, MS. he was 
leader of Copeland outlaw gang. 


Ahnentafel, Generation No. 3 


11. Nancy A. OLIVER. 


Children of Dorcas-Docie- ROBERTS and James COPELAND are: 


i. Mary."Polly" COPELAND was born 1795, and died 1850 in Jackson Co.. She married William REEVES. He was 
born 1780 in Ga., and died 1845 in Jackson Co.. 
2. ii. Isham COPELAND was born 1798 in Bryan Co. Ga.. He married Rebecca WELLS 1812, daughter of Henry WELLS 


and Helen STEWART. She was born 1798 in Bryan Co. Ga.. 
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iii. Isabella COPELAND was born 1 Jan 1797 in Ala., and died 4 Dec 1814. She married Peter HELVESTON 4 Dec 
1814, son of Phillip HELVESTON. He was born 20 Jan 1795, and died 7 Jun 1849. 
iv. Patsy COPELAND. 


6. Henry WELLS. 


7. Helen STEWART. 


Child of Helen STEWART and Henry WELLS is: 
3: 


i, Rebecca WELLS was born 1798 in Bryan Co. Ga.. She married Isham COPELAND 1812, son of James COPELAND 
and Dorcas-Docie- ROBERTS. He was born 1798 in Bryan Co. Ga.. 


Ahnentafel, Generation No. 4 


10. George W. ROBERTS. 


11. Nancy A. OLIVER. 


Child of Nancy A. OLIVER and George W. ROBERTS is: 


5. i. Dorcas-Docie- ROBERTS was born 1760 in Bryan Co. Ga.. She married James COPELAND 1780. He was born 
1760 in chatham co., nc, and died 1805. 
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Ahnentafel, Generation No. 1 


1. James COPELAND was born 1823, and died 30 Oct 1857 in Augusta,Mississippi. He was buried in Perry Co.,Mississippi. 
He was the son of 2. Isham COPELAND and 3. Rebecca WELLS. 


Ahnentafel, Generation No. 2 


2. Isham COPELAND was born 1788 in Bryan County,Georgia, and died 1857 in Mobile County,Alabama. He was the son 
of 4. James COPELAND and 5. Dorcas Docie ROBERTS. 


STEWART. 


Children of Rebecca WELLS and Isham COPELAND are: 
i. Henry Wells COPELAND was born 1818. 


ii, Martha Ellen COPELAND was born 26 Mar 1820 in Pascagoula,Jackson County,Mississippi, and died 12 Sep 
1913 in Gulfport,Mississippi (Harrison County). She married Joseph TILLMAN ABT 1835 in Jackson County,MS, 
son of James A. TILLMAN and Eleanor RIDDLE. He was born 1810 in Georgia, and died 1872 in Mississippi Or 
Alabama. 

1. iii. James COPELAND was born 1823, and died 30 Oct 1857 in Augusta,Mississippi. 

iv. Thomas COPELAND was born 1825. 

v. John COPELAND was born 1826. 

vi. Isham COPELAND was born 1828. 

vii. Wi Ct D was born 1828. 

viii. L.D. COPELAND was born 1834. 

ix. Isacc COPELAND was born 1836. 
x. Andrew COPELAND was born 1838. 


Ahnentafel, Generation No. 3 


4. James COPELAND was born 1776 in Bryan County,Georgia, and died 1805. 


and 11. Nancy A. OLIVER. 
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Child of Dorcas Docie ROBERTS and James COPELAND is: 


2. i. Isham COPELAND was born 1788 in Bryan County,Georgia, and died 1857 in Mobile County,Alabama. He married 
Reb WELLS ABT 1816 in Jackson County,MS, daughter of Henry WELLS and Helen STEWART. She was born 
1798 in Bryan County,Georgia. 


6. Henry WELLS was born 11 Aug 1774 in Georgia. He was the son of 12. Zachariah WELLS and 13. Elizabeth 
UNKNOWN. 


7, Helen STEWART was born 1777, and died in ? Jackson County,Mississippi. She was the daughter of 14. John 
STEWART Sr.. 


Child of Helen STEWART and Henry WELLS is: 

3. i. Rebecca WELLS was born 1798 in Bryan County,Georgia. She married Isham COPELAND ABT 1816 in Jackson 
County,MS, son of James COPELAND and Dorcas Docie ROBERTS. He was born 1788 in Bryan County,Georgia, 
and died 1857 in Mobile County,Alabama. 


Ahnentafel, Generation No. 4 


10. George W. ROBERTS. 
11. Nancy A. OLIVER. 
Child of Nancy A. OLIVER and George W. ROBERTS is: 


5. i. Dorcas Docie ROBERTS was born 1775 in Bryan County,Georgia. She married James. COPELAND. He was born 
1776 in Bryan County,Georgia, and died 1805. 


12. Zachariah WELLS was born 1745 in Georgia. 
13. Elizabeth UNKNOWN was born 1747. 
Child of Elizabeth UNKNOWN and Zachariah WELLS is: 


6. i. Henry WELLS was born 11 Aug 1774 in Georgia. He married Helen STEWART, daughter of John STEWART Sr.. 
She was born 1777, and died in ? Jackson County,Mississippi. 


14. John STEWART Sr. was born ABT 1748. 


Child of John STEWART Sr. is: 
7. i. Helen STEWART was born 1777, and died in ? Jackson County,Mississippi. She married Henry WELLS, son of 
Zachariah WELLS and Elizabeth UNKNOWN. He was born 11 Aug 1774 in Georgia. 
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1 Isham, COPELAND b: 1788 d: 1857 
+ Rebec: WELLS b: 1798 
2 Henry Wel COPELAND b: 1818 
iD b: 26 Mar 1820 d: 12 Sep 1913 
1810 d: 1872 
13 Mar 1838 d: 9 Nov 1921 
1 Mar 1837 d: 19 Nov 1926 
SPIKES b: 31 Oct 1858 d: 8 May 1930 
THOMPSON 
ES b: 4 Jun 1859 d: 1 Oct 1955 
CLARK b: 2 Jul 1869 d: 9 Jan 1943 
Mary aine SPIKES 24 May 1887 d: 13 Jul 1982 
Da: 1 Ransom SPIKES b: 16 Sep 1889 d: 7 Jan 1980 
L 13 Sep 1891 d: 9 Feb 1973 
Hattie Letitia SPIKES b: 1 Mar 1894 d: 15 May 1977 
Martha Ellen SPTKES b: 25 Dec 1895 d: 5 Jan 1977 
i S$ b: 18 Jan 1898 d: 23 Dec 1980 
S b: 20 Oct 1900 d: 12 Feb 1920 
S$ b: 26 Jan 1903 d: 15 Sep 1990 
b: 1 Jan 1905 d: 25 Feb 1905 
9 May 1907 d: 3 Aug 1981 
HARBAUGH b: 25 Aug 1907 d: 15 Aug 1974 


UunNUAUHnNMUUM Us? 


26 Dec 1877 d: 15 Jan 1979 


ALAR AA BR DD 


F. TILLMAN b: ABT 1846 
MAN b: ABT 1847 d: 13 May 1923 


Nb: 1859 

3 Mar 1838 d: 9 Nov 1921 

1 Mar 1837 d: 19 Nov 1926 

SPIKES b: 31 Oct 1858 d: 8 May 1930 

THOMPSON 

J b: 4 Jun 1859 d: 1 Oct 1955 

+ Caroline Delphine CLARK b: 2 Jul 1869 d: 9 Jan 1943 
5 Mi Elaine SPIKES b: 24 May 1887 d: 13 Jul 1982 

D n PIKES b: 16 Sep 1889 d: 7 Jan 1980 

5 John Madison SP b: 13 Sep 1891 d: 9 Feb 1973 

ia SPIKES b: 1 Mar 1894 d: 15 May 1977 
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Martha Ellen SPIKES b: 25 Dec 1895 ad: 5 Jan 1977 


Paul 


lon SPIKES b: 15 Sep 1912 d: 10 Feb 1984 
Jemimah SPIKES b: 1864 


nd SPIKES b: 1870 
2S b: 1874 
SPIKES b: 


26 Dec 1877 d: 15 Jan 1979 


1884 
Ne N b: 1836 
3 Jane TILLMAN b: 1840 
3 James TILLMAN b: ABT 1841 
‘ “LMAN b: 1845 
John F. TILLMAN b: ABT 1846 
Leonard W. TILLMAN b: ABT 1847 d: 13 May 1923 
b: 1848 
q n IAN b: 21 Jun 1854 d: 21 Jul 1925 
George TILLMAN b: 1856 
3 Preston Banta TILLMAN b: 1859 
James COPELAND b: 1823 d: 30 Oct 1857 
Thomas COPI ND b: 1825 
John COPELAND b: 1826 
Isham COPELAND b: 1828 
William COPELAND b: 1828 
L.D. COPELAND b: 1834 
Isace COPELAND b: 1836 
Andrew COPELAND b: 1838 


3 
EK 
3 
3 
3 
3 


S b: 18 Jan 1898 d: 23 Dec 1980 
mn SPIKES b: 20 Oct 1900 d: 12 Feb 1920 
b: 26 Jan 1903 d: 15 Sep 1990 
b: 1 Jan 1905 d: 25 Feb 1905 
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Descendant Register, Generation No. 1 


1, Isham COPELAND (James COPELAND!) was born 1788 in Bryan County,Georgia, and died 1857 in Mobile 
County,Alabama. He married Rebecca WELLS ABT 1816 in Jackson County,MS, daughter of Henry WELLS and Helen 
STEWART. She was born 1798 in Bryan County,Georgia. 


Children of Isham COPELAND and Rebecca WELLS are: 


2 i. Henry. Wells COPELAND was born 1818. 
+3 ii. Martha Ellen COPELAND was born 26 Mar 1820 in Pascagoula,Jackson County,Mississippi, and died 12 Sep 
1913 in Gulfport,Mississippi (Harrison County). 


4 iii. James COPELAND was born 1823, and died 30 Oct 1857 in Augusta, Mississippi. 
5 iv. Thomas COPELAND was born 1825. 

6 v. John COPELAND was born 1826. 

7 vi. Isham COPELAND was born 1828. 

8 vii. William COPELAND was born 1828. 

9 viii. L.D. COPELAND was born 1834. 

10 ix. Isacc COPELAND was born 1836. 

11. x. Andrew COPELAND was born 1838. 


Descendant Register, Generation No. 2 


3, Martha Ellen COPELAND (Isham COPELAND?, James COPELAND!) was born 26 Mar 1820 in Pascagoula,Jackson 
County,Mississippi, and died 12 Sep 1913 in Gulfport,Mississippi (Harrison County). She married Joseph TILLMAN ABT 
1835 in Jackson County,MS, son of James A. TILLMAN and Eleanor RIDDLE. He was born 1810 in Georgia, and died 
1872 in Mississippi Or Alabama. 


Children of Martha Ellen COPELAND and Joseph TILLMAN are: 


+12 i. Rebecca TILLMAN was born 13 Mar 1838 in Alabama, and died 9 Nov 1921 in Gulfport,Mississippi. 
13 ii, William TILLMAN was born 1836. 
14 iii. Jane TILLMAN was born 1840. 


15 iv. James TILLMAN was born ABT 1841. 

16 -v. Joseph W. TILLMAN was born 1845. 

17 vi. John_F. TILLMAN was born ABT 1846. 

18 vii. Leonard W. TILLMAN was born ABT 1847, and died 13 May 1923 in Gulfport,Mississippi. 

19 1 was born 1848. 

20 ix. Isom TILLMAN was born 21 Jun 1854 in St.Elmo,Mobile County,Alabama, and died 21 Jul 1925. 
21 x. George TILLMAN was born 1856. 

22 ~ xi. Preston Banta TILLMAN was born 1859 in Mandeville,LA. 
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Children of Martha Ellen COPELAND are: 


+12 i, Rebecca TILLMAN was born 13 Mar 1838 in Alabama, and died 9 Nov 1921 in Gulfport,Mississippi. 
13 ii. William TILLMAN was born 1836. 
14 ~~ iii, Jane TILLMAN was born 1840. 


15 iv. James TILLMAN was born ABT 1841. 

16 sv. Joseph W. TILLMAN was born 1845. 

17 vi. John F. TILLMAN was born ABT 1846. 

18 vii. Leonard W.. TILLMAN was born ABT 1847, and died 13 May 1923 in Gulfport, Mississippi. 

19 viii. Martha TILLMAN was born 1848. 

20 ix. Isom TILLMAN was born 21 Jun 1854 in St.Elmo,Mobile County,Alabama, and died 21 Jul 1925. 
21 = x. George TILLMAN was born 1856. 

22 ~=~xi. Preston Banta TILLMAN was born 1859 in Mandeville,LA. 


Descendant Register, Generation No. 3 


. Rebecca TILLMAN (Martha Ellen COPELAND, Isham COPELAND2, James COPELAND?) was born 13 Mar 1838 in 
Alabama, and died 9 Nov 1921 in Gulfport,Mississippi. She was buried in Evergreen Cemetary,Sec 28,Lot 21,Space 3. 
She married Ransom SPIKES 20 Aug 1858 in St Tammany Parish,Louisianna, son of Samson SPIKES and Tempe 
SMITH. He was born 1 Mar 1837 in Mississippi, and died 19 Nov 1926. He was buried in Gulfport, Mississippi / 
Evergreen Cemetery. 


Children of Rebecca TILLMAN and Ransom SPIKES are: 


23 i. Tempe Lettitia SPIKES was born 31 Oct 1858, was christened 6 May 1878 in Mobile County,Alabama, and 
died 8 May 1930. She married Hance Henry THOMPSON 6 May 1878. 
+ 24 ii. John Wesley SPIKES was born 4 Jun 1859 in Marion County,Mississippi, and died 1 Oct 1955. 
25 iii. Jemimah SPIKES was born 1864 in Harrison County,Mississippi. 


26 iv. Emmeline SPIKES was born 1866 in Harrison County,Mississippi. 

27° v. Jane SPIKES was born 1868 in Harrison County,Mississippi. 

28 ~~ vi. James. KES was born 1870 in Harrison County,Mississippi. 

29 vii. Ransom SPIKES was born 1874 in Harrison County,Mississippi. 

30 viii. Adina Rebecca SPIKES was born 26 Dec 1877 in Harrison County,Mississippi, and died 15 Jan 1979. 
31 ix. Oli was born 1879 in Harrison County,Mississippi. 

32 x. Joseph S. SPIKES was born 1880 in Harrison County, Mississippi. 

33 xi. Henry SPIKES was born 1881 in Harrison County,Mississippi. 

34 xii. Hattie SPIKES was born 1884 in Harrison County,Mississippi. 


Rebecca TILLMAN (Martha Ellen COPELAND?, Isham COPELAND2, James COPELAND!) was born 13 Mar 1838 in 
Alabama, and died 9 Nov 1921 in Gulfport,Mississippi. She was buried in Evergreen Cemetary,Sec 28,Lot 21,Space 3. 
She married Ransom SPIKES 20 Aug 1858 in St Tammany Parish,Louisianna, son of Samson SPIKES and Tempe 
SMITH. He was born 1 Mar 1837 in Mississippi, and died 19 Nov 1926. He was buried in Gulfport,Mississippi / 
Evergreen Cemetery. 


Children of Rebecca TILLMAN and Ransom SPIKES are: 


23 i. Tempe Lettitia SPIKES was born 31 Oct 1858, was christened 6 May 1878 in Mobile County,Alabama, and 
died 8 May 1930. She married Hance Henry THOMPSON 6 May 1878. 
+24 — ii. John Wesley SPIKES was born 4 Jun 1859 in Marion County,Mississippi, and died 1 Oct 1955. 
25 sii. 


26 iv. Emmeline SPIKES was born 1866 in Harrison County, Mississippi. 

27 v. Jane SPIKES was born 1868 in Harrison County, Mississippi. 

28 vi. James Copeland SPIKES was born 1870 in Harrison County,Mississippi. 

29 vii. Ransom SPIKES was born 1874 in Harrison County,Mississippi. 

30 viii. Adina Rebecca SPIKES was born 26 Dec 1877 in Harrison County,Mississippi, and died 15 Jan 1979, 
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31 ix. Oliver SPIKES was born 1879 in Harrison County, Mississippi. 
32 x. Joseph S. SPIKES was born 1880 in Harrison County, Mississippi. 
33 xi. Henry SPIKES was born 1881 in Harrison County,Mississippi. 
34 = xii. Hattie SPIKES was born 1884 in Harrison County,Mississippi. 


Descendant Register, Generation No. 4 


John Wesley SPIKES (Rebecca TILLMAN?, Martha Ellen COPELAND3, Isham COPELAND2, James COPELAND!) was 
born 4 Jun 1859 in Marion County,Mississippi, and died 1 Oct 1955. He married Caroline Delphine CLARK, daughter 
of James Madison CLARK and Sarah SIMMONS. She was born 2 Jul 1869, and died 9 Jan 1943 in Mobile 
County,Mobile,Alabama. She was buried in Magnolia Springs Baptist Cemetary, Theodore,Mobile,Alabama. 


Children of John Wesley SPIKES and Caroline Delphine CLARK are: 
35 i. Mary Elaine SPIKES was born 24 May 1887, and died 13 Jul 1982. 
36 sii. Daniel Ransom SPIKES was born 16 Sep 1889, and died 7 Jan 1980. 
37 iii. John Madison SPIKES was born 13 Sep 1891, and died 9 Feb 1973. 
38 iv. Hattie Letitia SPIKES was born 1 Mar 1894, and died 15 May 1977. 
39 ~~ —-v. Martha Ellen SPIKES was born 25 Dec 1895, and died 5 Jan 1977. 
40 vi. Gertrude Lydia SPIKES was born 18 Jan 1898, and died 23 Dec 1980. 
41. vii. James Clifton SPIKES was born 20 Oct 1900, and died 12 Feb 1920. 
42. viii. Aline Armatine SPIKES was born 26 Jan 1903, and died 15 Sep 1990. 
43 ix. Florence Ethel KES was born 1 Jan 1905, and died 25 Feb 1905. 
+44 x. Paul Edward SPIKES was born 9 May 1907 in St. Elmo,Alabama, and died 3 Aug 1981 in Mobile,Alabama. 
45 xi. LIVING. 
46 xii. CharlesColon SPIKES was born 15 Sep 1912, and died 10 Feb 1984. 


John Wesley SPIKES (Rebecca TILLMAN’, Martha Ellen COPELAND?, Isham COPELAND, James COPELAND‘) was 
born 4 Jun 1859 in Marion County,Mississippi, and died 1 Oct 1955. He married Caroline Delphine CLARK, daughter 
of James Madison CLARK and Sarah SIMMONS. She was born 2 Jul 1869, and died 9 Jan 1943 in Mobile 
County,Mobile,Alabama. She was buried in Magnolia Springs Baptist Cemetary, Theodore, Mobile,Alabama. 


Children of John Wesley SPIKES and Caroline Delphine CLARK are: 
35 i. Mary Elaine SPIKES was born 24 May 1887, and died 13 Jul 1982. 
36 ii. Daniel Ransom SPIKES was born 16 Sep 1889, and died 7 Jan 1980. 
37 J¢ 1 was born 13 Sep 1891, and died 9 Feb 1973. 
38 iv, Hattie Letitia SPIKES was born 1 Mar 1894, and died 15 May 1977. 
39 -v. Martha Ellen SPIKES was born 25 Dec 1895, and died 5 Jan 1977. 
40 vi. Gertrude Lydia SPIKES was born 18 Jan 1898, and died 23 Dec 1980. 
41 vii. James_Clifton SPIKES was born 20 Oct 1900, and died 12 Feb 1920. 
Arma ES was born 26 Jan 1903, and died 15 Sep 1990. 


Descendant Register, Generation No. 5 
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1907 in Hillsdale,Michigan, and died 15 Aug 1974 in Mobile,Alabama. 


Child of Paul Edward SPIKES and Beatrice Lucille HARBAUGH is: 
+ 47 i. Living. 


44, Paul Edward SPIKES (John Wesley SPIKES®, Rebecca TILLMAN“, Martha Ellen COPELAND®, Isham COPELAND2, 


James COPELAND?) was born 9 May 1907 in St. Elmo,Alabama, and died 3 Aug 1981 in Mobile,Alabama. He married 
Beatrice Lucille HARBAUGH, daughter of Aaron Elmer HARBAUGH and Franc May BONNEY. She was born 25 Aug 
1907 in Hillsdale,Michigan, and died 15 Aug 1974 in Mobile, Alabama. 


Child of Paul Edward SPIKES and Beatrice Lucille HARBAUGH is: 
+47 i, Living. 


Descendant Register, Generation No. 6 


47. Living (Paul Edward SPIKES®, John Wesley SPIKES, Rebecca TILLMAN‘, Martha Ellen COPELAND®, Isham 


COPELAND2, James COPELAND), He married Living, daughter of Mitford Boutin DOWNEY and Nettie Lee DAVIDSON. 


Child of Living and Living is: 
+48 i. Living. 


47. Living (Paul Edward SPIKES®, John Wesley SPIKES°, Rebecca TILLMAN‘, Martha Ellen COPELAND®, Isham 


COPELAND2, James COPELAND!). He married Living, daughter of Mitford Boutin DOWNEY and Nettie Lee DAVIDSON. 


Child of Living and Living is: 


+48 i. Living. 
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Re: Two sisters related to the Copeland gang 

Date: November 03, 2000 at 
Fatale een ieanaatiesee oe 1 1 :34:58 

In Reply to: Re: Two sisters related to the Copeland gang by ae 

Charlie Copeland Grafton 1979 _| of 4549 (i 


I am a descendant of Thomas Coleman Copeland b. 1822 and Charles Alexander Copeland b. 
1858. I am interested in finding the parents of Thomas C. Copeland. It is my understanding 
that this Thomas Copeland was not a member of the Copeland gang. Is this correct? 


Followups: 
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Re: outlaw James Copeland 
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Re: outlaw James Copeland 
Posted by: JWatson Date: August 08, 2001 at 17:15:07 
In Reply to: outlaw James Copeland by Leroy Waller 2648 of 4549 [Go 


After James Copeland's father died and James was executed, his mother and brothers went 
to Texas. I am not sure if John was still 


alive at that time, but you might check out 
the 1860 Texas Census. rheawat@risecom.net 
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Re: outlaw James Copeland 
Posted by: J. Walters Watson (ID *****0591) Date: May 12, 2002 at 13:42:11 
In Reply to: Re: outlaw James Copeland by Donna 3277 of 4549 


Donna, you have two families confused. William Copeland 

who married Margaret Caroline Reddock in Covington Co., MS 

was the son of Moses Copeland. William's siblings were: 

Ripley Copeland, Samuel Copeland, Thomas Coleman Copeland, 

James Bargress Copeland and two sisters (names unknown). 

William was a first cousin to my grandfather. James Copeland, the noted Southern Outlaw, 
was the son of Isham 

Copeland and Rebecca Wells. Some of his siblings were Henry, Thomas, John, William 
Lorenzo, and several others. 

After James' father died and about the time James was hung 

in 1857, his mother and brothers moved to Hardin Co., TX. 

There is no known family connect between Isham and Moses 

Copeland. Isham was born in GA, son of James Copeland and 

Moses was born in SC, son of Ripley Copeland. No connection 

has been established between these two families. JWatson 
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Re: outlaw James Copeland 


Posted by: J. Walters Watson (ID *****0591) Date: May 12, 2002 at 13:42:11 
In Reply to: Re: outlaw James Copeland by Donna 3277 of 4549 [Go] 


Donna, you have two families confused. William Copeland 

who married Margaret Caroline Reddock in Covington Co., MS 

was the son of Moses Copeland. William's siblings were: 

Ripley Copeland, Samuel Copeland, Thomas Coleman Copeland, 

James Bargress Copeland and two sisters (names unknown). 

William was a first cousin to my grandfather. James Copeland, the noted Southern Outlaw, 
was the son of Isham 

Copeland and Rebecca Wells. Some of his siblings were Henry, Thomas, John, William 
Lorenzo, and several others. 

After James' father died and about the time James was hung 

in 1857, his mother and brothers moved to Hardin Co., TX. 

There is no known family connect between Isham and Moses 

Copeland. Isham was born in GA, son of James Copeland and 

Moses was born in SC, son of Ripley Copeland. No connection 

has been established between these two families. JWatson 
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Re: outlaw James Copeland 


Posted by: Donna Date: January 23, 2002 at 19:18:26 
In Reply to: outlaw James Copeland by Leroy Waller 3061 of 4549 


Brother of James Copeland, Outlaw 


John WILLIAM Copeland son of Isham and Rebecca Wells, grandson of James and Dorcus 
Roberts Copleland. 

He was born 1815 probably Miss. due to his father serving in the 1812 military of Major 
Smoot's Battalion, MS district. Father also found in Jackson, MS 1820c. 

(there was also a son named William W. Copeland, I don't have any info on him, may have 
died young). 

John William's siblings were: 

Henry 1818, Martha Ellen 26 mar 1820 Jackson Co. Ms, James (outlaw) 18 Jan 1823 d. 30 
Oct 1857 , Thomas b. 1825, JOHN WILLIAM 1826 d. 10 feb 1863,Civil War, Atlanta Ga, 
Gate City Hospital, Oakland Cem., William W. b. 1828 St. Tammany Parish, La. died New 
Troy, Lafayette Co. Fla agt. 1870 Wife Janet. Isham b.1829, Lorenzo Dow, Isaac A., and 
Andrew Jackson. 


JOHN WILLIAM married Margaret Caroline Reddock in 1837 in Covington, MS. Margaret 
was born in 1815 in AL. Their children: 

John H. 1841, Ann Mary 1843, WILEY MARTIN b. May 1847 in Jones ccco. Leland, Ms. 
Married Alice Price b. Mar. 1852 (Have NO other info on her) Mar 1872 in Jones Co, MS, 
N.J. born 1851,James born 1845 and Daniel 1846. 


si 


*Not an offer of employment 


brblock.com 


Wiley Martin and Alice Ida Price children 

Joseph Wiley b. 1872 Copiah Co. MS,Celia Belle b.1874 d 1952 married Joseph Ransome 
Welch. JOHN EDWARD b. 25 Aug 1776 Copiah Co. MS d. 2 May 1958 Hattisburg, MS 
Providence Cem. Married Willie B. Toler b. Nov 29, 1904 (still living) on 7 Jan 1917 yep, 
she was young. Otus Ward b. 21 Dec 1881 married a Gertie : 


The next step is my mother-in law and then my husband. Donna 


Followups: 


e Re: outlaw James Copeland J. Walters Watson 5//2/02 
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Re: re the outlaw james copeland 


Posted by: Robert Morrison Jr. Dates May 27, 2001 at 


14:44:47 
In Reply to: re the outlaw james copeland by james h ae 
n Reply to: re utlaw s copela 
copeland 2431 | of 4549 Protection 


There is a new book out "A Hanging In Perry County" The James Copeland Story, His life sie is 


and Death. " treatment option 
with proven 

This is the life story of James The Outlaw 

written by Pat Boutwell Morrison. A member of a Copeland family. It covers his life from 

the early days up to and including his hanging at Augusta in October 1857. 
www.fight-fractures.com 

The book is shipped the same day orders received. 

For details e mail morrison@netdoor.com 
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Copeland Outlaw Gang Members assets In 
Posted by: Paula Beshear Christiansen Date: January 19, 2001 at 21:19:44 real time 


2092 of 4549 [Go 


Members of the copeland gang were,John Harden, Old Packer, Welter, Allen Brown, 
Daniel Brown, Jefferson Baker, Tom Powell, 

Joshua Walters, Jim Harper, Jim McArthur, 

Jack McArthur, Wash Bilbo, Jim Bilbo, Niel 

McIntosh. 


All from book written by Thomas Copeland 
before his hanging. 
Followups: 
e Re: Copeland Outlaw Gang Members Debi Ball 5/07/01 


e Re: Copeland Outlaw Gang Members Robert Morrison Jr. 1/31/01 
e Re: Copeland Outlaw Gang Members Gil Parton 1/20/01 
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Re: Copeland Outlaw Gang Members 
Date: January 20, 2001 at 
16:37:51 


2101 of 4549 |Go 


In Reply to: Copeland Outlaw Gang Members by Paula 
Beshear Christiansen 


Hi Paula, 


After I saw your post on the Copeland gang I emailed Mardi Byrd Kelly who has the book 
James Copeland ,"Life and Confessions of a Noted Outlaw James Copeland" 
By Dr. J.R. S. Pitts 


Here it is : 


Email from Mardi Byrd Kelly 1-20-2001 

These are the exact listings in Dr. Pitts' book: 

From "Life and Confessions of a Noted Outlaw James Copeland" 
By Dr. J.R. S. Pitts 


Page 137 

Members of the Copland and Wages Clan 
As given by James Copeland, In his confession: 
J. Baker J. Elva 

C. W. Moore H. Sanford 

W. W. Ratlief R. Cable 

G. Buskings J. Hevard 

. Harper G. Daniels 

. Bowings G. H. Wages 

. W. Westly C. H. McGraffin 

. Whitfield Chas. McGrath 

. Whitlom J. Welter 

. Porter G. Welter 

. Butler A. Brown 

. Hopkins D. Brown 

Harper N. McIntosh 

W. P. Hobs E. Myrick 

W.C. Whelps J. F. Wright 

Jasper Whitlow J. Dewit 


rr 
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Re: Copeland Outlaw Gang Members 


E. Sharper W. Ross 

T. Powell W. Sanford 

J. Doty J. McClain 

D. Doty S. Harden 

S. S. Shoemake J. Harden 
J. Gillet J. Waters, Jr. 

W. Brown G. Glealand 

J. Taylor Mounton 
S.Teapark Overall 
J. Pool G. Young 

John Copeland Thos. Hix 
T. Copeland J. Alfred 
Henry Copeland J. Kelly 


Wm. Copeland A. Watson 
he fe offs of 2k oe fe fe oe fe fe fe fe fe ee fe 2 2 2 2 2 fe fe fe fe fe fe ae ake 2 2fe oft oft fs fe fe of fe fe 2s ae 2 2 oe ok 


As you can see, almost all members were listed by initials only, and 
the Bilbo's were not on the list. However, on page 103 of the book is 
the following: 


"Sometime after McGrath was married, Wages went over to Mississippi, 
about old Brown's, and sometimes down about Honey Island. Near 
Gainesville, and remained there from the summer of 1843 until the fall 

of 1844, during which time I had seen him but twice, when he came over 
to his father's on a visit. In the fall of 1844, Wages and McGrath came 
over to the vicinity of Mobile and sent for me, and then informed me of the 
plan they were about to pursue. That they were going to commence 
making counterfeit money; that they had procured a man who could 
engrave their dies, and another who was a professional chemist and 

could prepare the metal so well that it would take a very acute judge to 
detect it. I told Wages that whatever he went at I was in; "but", 

said I, "I feel somewhat fearful." "Oh," said they, "we have made a 

large acquisition to our clan, we now have Jim McArthur. Jack McArthur, 
Allen Brown, Daniel Brown, Jim Bilbo and Wash Bilbo. We are to settle 
McGrath at Honey Island; Wages at Catahoula; Allen Brown at Red Breek, 
and the Bilbos and McArthurs are to range from Pearl River to Pasacagoula, 
and said they, "your party can range from Mobile to Pascagoula, and you 
can pass horses or negroes from Georgia to Florida on this route through 

to Louisiana, without discovery, and so from Louisiana in the same way." 


(Note "Red Breek" and other spelling and punctuation errors are typed 
exactly as they appear in the book.) 


From what | could gather, it seems the gang bribed these people to allow 
them to cross or camp on their land while the owners "looked the other 
way". 

Mardi Byrd Kelly 


I have an interest in this as the "Wash Bilbo and Jim Bilbo" listed are in my direct line. 


Here are two other sides to this story concerning Wash Bilbo ( George Washington Bilbo and 
Jim (James Bilbo) as follows 
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Re: Copeland Outlaw Gang Members Page 3 of 3 


From the Byrd Family History by Robert Earl Byrd 1975 Page 90 

When Wiley (Wiley Warren Strahan) was about 4 years of age, Sabra Ann (Rouse, wife of 
Warren Strahan and mother to Wiley) had Wiley riding behind her on horseback near their 
home.... Wolf Creek, near Old Olive Church 5 miles west of Lumberton Mississippi...and she 
witnessed a gunfight in which Cal Wages of the notorious Wages-Copeland clan of outlaws 
killed George Washington Bilbo and severely wounded James Oliver Bilbo. It happened at 
about sunrise. James Oliver Bilbo's thigh was broken and he fell of his horse in front of 
Warren Strahans house. Wages had pursed him but Warren Strahan came out of the house as 
Wages rode up, and Wages decided not to knife Bilbo to death. The members of the clan 
fled... 


Another side of this story 

From "Bilbo and Kin" by Polly Ray page 80 

James Bilbo, husband of Caroline Cameron was killed in a shoot out with the Copeland gang. 
During the same battle, his brother George Washington Bilbo, 

was shot in the hip which left him with a bad limp. 


The information from the Bilbo and Kin book is correct. 


If anyone else has more infomation on the Copeland Clan, I would appreciate if you could 
email me at Partonme@worldnet.att.net 


My mother lived in a log house near where the gun battle took place, of course this was many 
years afterwards. 


Thank you Gil Parton 
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Willian Eugene Copeland 1868 - 1945, and Lilly Alice Carpenter 1872 - 1924, 
had nine children 


1. Webb Copeland b, 12/27/1895 Millry, AL., D, 03/1917. 
died of gun shot wound 

2. Claudia Roxanna Copeland b, 02/26/1899,Millry, AL. d, 11/23/1979 
married Buford R. Boutwell 12/26/1921 d, 10/06/1954 


3. Lucy Belle Copeland b, 02/19/1901, Millry, AL 
married Harvey (nmn) Beech b,07/26/1899 d, 06/06/1983 


4. Thomas Watson Copeland b, 05/18/1905, Millry, AL d,06/29/1956. 
married Aliene Harriet Smith 


5. Willie Bryon (Bill) Copeland b,08/31/1907, d, 05/01,1974 


6. Minnie Lee Copeland b, 01/04/1894, Millry, AL. d, 11/13/1982. 
married Andy Boyd McBrayer d,11/13/1982 


7. Willie Eugene Copeland Jr. b,11/29/1911 
8. Hugh Vincent Copeland b, 06/15/1913 d, 1966 


9. Virgie, died 1903 at the age of 12 years. 


Pat Morrison 
200 Lamar Avenue 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402-1816 
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Charlie Singleton Copeland (1880-1901) 
Fannie Williams (1877 - 1949) 


Children of Charlie & Fannie 


_ 1. Sally Kate Copeland (1900-1981) 
ii. Infant son of C.S Copeland (1905 - 1906) 
ii. Mollie Mae Copeland (1907 - 1981) 
m Harry Hezekiah Gray ( 1898 - 1977) 


Children of Mollie & Harry 
Dr. Mary Alice Gray (1932 -  ) 
m Judge Dan Lee 


Children of Alice & Dan 
Charles Harry Gray (1934-  ) 
Martha Ann Gray Ripley Love (1936-  ) 
m? Riley 


Children of Martha & Riley 
Jimmy Ray Riley 
m Paula Bird 
children of Jimmy & Paula 
Jason Riley 
Donald Glenn Riley 
Donna Riley 
m Love 


Child of Donna & Love 
Rebecca Lou Love. 


iv. Fannie Marie Copeland (1914 - 1920) 
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** James Thomas COPELAND and Mary Odelia Harvison COPELAND had a son 
William Eugene COPELAND. 


William Eugene COPELAND was born February 21, 1868 in MS 
He died December 2, 1945 in MS.. 
He married Lilly Alice Carpenter COPELAND 


William Eugene Copeland 1868 - 1945 and Lilly Alice Carpenter Copeland 1872 - 
1924 had nine children. 


1. Webb Copeland b, 12/27/1895 Millry, AL., died, 03/1917 


of gun shot wound. 
2. Claudia Roxanna Copeland b, 02/26/1899, Millry, AL. d, 
11/23/1979. Married Buford R. Boutwell 12/26/1921, 


d, 10/06/1954. 


3. Lucy Belle Copeland b, 02/19/1901, Millry, AL. 
Married Harvey (nmn) Beech b, 07/26/1899 d, 06/06/1983. 


4. Thomas Watson Copeland b, 05/18/1905, Millry, AL. 
d, 06/29/1956. Married Aliene Harriet Smith. 


5. Willie Bryon (Bill) Copeland b, 08/31/1907, d, 05/01/1974. 


6. Minnie Lee Copeland b, 01/04/1894, Millry, d,11/13/1982 
Married Andy Boyd McBrayer . 


7. Willie Eugene Copeland Jr. b, 11/29/1911 
8. Hugh Vincent Copeland b, 06,15/1913 d, 1966 


Virgie, died 1903 at the age of 12 years.. 


ad 


129 of 234 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Copeland #2 Family History 


FIRST GENERATION 


1, James Thomas COPELAND was born in 1850 in Jasper Co.,MS. 


SECOND GENERATION 


2. Thomas Coleman COPELAND was born in 1821 in Wayne Co.,MS. He appeared on the census in 
1850 in Jasper Co..MS. He appeared on the census in 1860 in Jasper Co.,MS. He appeared on the census 
in 1870 in Greene CO.,MS. He died in 1878 in Smith Co., MS. A food commissioner for the CSA He 
was married to Malissa Caroline TULLOS in 1840 in Smith Co., MS. 


3. Malissa Caroline TULLOS was born in 1822. She died in 1881 in Washington CO.,AL. Thomas 
Coleman COPELAND and Malissa Caroline TULLOS had the following children: 


i. Susan COPELAND was born in 1841. 
ii. Elizabeth COPELAND was born in 1843. 
iii. Elias COPELAND was born in 1845. 
iv. Ripley COPELAND was born in 1846. 
Vv. Caroline Frances COPELAND was born in 1848 in Jasper Co.,MS. 
1 vi. James Thomas COPELAND. 
» Vii. Albert COPELAND was born in 1852 in Jasper Co.,MS. 
viii. Mary COPELAND was born in 1855 in Jasper Co.,MS. 
ix. John COPELAND was born in 1857 in Jasper Co.,MS. 
x. Mary Elizabeth COPELAND was born in 1858 in Jasper Co.,MS. 
xi. Charles COPELAND was born in 1859 in Jasper Co.,MS. 


THIRD GENERATION 


4. Moses COPELAND was born in 1790 in Cheraw District, SC. He was living in 1850 in Mobile 
Co.,AL. He appeared on the census in 1850 in Mobile Co.,AL. He died on 19 Oct 1852 in Spring 
Hill,Mobile Co.,AL. He was a Butcher in AL. I have also seen Elizabeth Coleman, and Elizabeth Brown 
as wives He was married to Elizabeth COLEMAN about 1810. 


5. Elizabeth COLEMAN died before 1835. She was born in 1890 in SC. Moses COPELAND and 
Elizabeth COLEMAN had the following children: 


i, Elizabeth COPELAND was born about 1810 in MS. 
ii. Fannie COPELAND was born about 1812 in MS. 
iii. Ripley COPELAND was born in 1815 in MS. 
iv. Albert COPELAND was born in 1816 in MS. 
vy. Samuel COPELAND was born in 1816 in MS. 
vi. William COPELAND was born in 1820 in MS. 
vii. Henry COPELAND was born in 1821 in MS. 
2 viii. Thomas Coleman COPELAND. 
ix. James Bargess COPELAND was born in 1824 in MS. 
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FOURTH GENERATION 


8. Ripley COPELAND was born in 1764 in Chatham Co, NC. He died on 29 May 1843 in Cheraw 
District, SC. Ripley served in the Rev with NC from 1770-1780 He was married to Rachel TUCKER on 
17 Mar 1781. 


9. Rachel TUCKER was born in 1762. Ripley COPELAND and Rachel TUCKER had the following 
children: 


i. Mary Ann 'Polly' COPELAND was born about 1781 in Chatham Co, , NC. 

ii. Caleb COPELAND was born in 1782 in Cheraw District, SC. 

iii. John 'Jack' COPELAND was born in 1788 in Chatham Co, , NC/SC. He 
died before 1860 in Chesterfield Co., SC. 

iv. William COPELAND was born in 1786 in Chatham Co, . NC. He was living 
in 1860 in Knox Co. TN. He died after 1860 in Knox Co, TN. 

vy. Martha COPELAND was born in Jun 1787 in Cheraw District. SC. 

vi. Rev Joseph Tucker COPELAND was born on 17 Aug 1788 in Cheraw 
District, SC. He was a Pastor between 1810 and 1860 in Fork Hill Baptist 
Church, Lancaster Co..SC. He died on 22 Dec 1860 in Hanging Rock Methodist 
Church,Lancaster Co..SC. He was pastor of Fork Hill Baptist Church,Lancaster 
Co.,SC 

vii. Elizabeth 'Betsy' COPELAND was born in 1789 in Cheraw District, SC. 

4 viii. Moses COPELAND. 

ix. B. Ripley COPELAND Jr. was born on 25 Jan 1793 in Cheraw District, 
South Carolina. He died in 1888. 

x. Reuben COPELAND was born on 5 Aug 1795 in Sumter District, SC. He 
died on 14 Sep 1874 in Smith Co., MS. 

xi. Sarah COPELAND was born on 5 Jul 1797 in Sumter Co, SC. 

xii. Nancy COPELAND was born on 15 May 1798 in Cheraw District, SC. She 
died in Covington Co., MS. About 1818,they migrated with Reuben and other 
Sumter District.SC families to Covington Co..MS 

xiii. Elias "Elley' COPELAND was born in 1801 in Cheraw District. SC. She died 
in 1897. 

xiv. Rachel 'Elly' COPELAND was born on 4 Feb 1802 in Sumter Co, SC. She 
died after 1860 in China Grove,Pike Co.,AL. 

xv. Mary Ann COPELAND was born on 3 Apr 1804 in Sumter Co.,SC. 


FIFTH GENERATION 


16. Nicholas COPELAND II was born about 1724 in Essex Co.,VA. He died on 20 Sep 1773 in 
Chatham Co, NC. In Orange Co.,NC 1755 tax list: 
Nicholas,Sr;Nicholas, Jr, Joseph;James;Richard:Richard. Found on internet under Orange Co.,NC 
archives. ? 


17. Dorothy RIPLEY was born about 1720 in Essex Co, VA. Nicholas COPELAND II and Dorothy 
RIPLEY had the following children: 


131 of 234 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Copeland #2 Family History 


Nearby were the lands of his border Ripley and those of Moses, probably a 


nephew. 
8 ix. Ripley COPELAND. 
SIXTH GENERATION 


32. Nicholas COPELAND I was born in 1697 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. He died in 1742 in Orange 
Co,NC. Lived in Essex and Orange Co.,VA He was married to Nancy Jane LOTT in 1719 in VA. 


33. Nancy Jane LOTT was born about 1705. Nicholas COPELAND I and Nancy Jane LOTT had the 
following children: 


i. William COPELAND was born in 1720 in Essex Co, VA. He died on 11 Nov 
1789 in Chatham Co., NC. William was a signer of the State of Franklin petition 

ii, Anne COPELAND was born about 1722 in Essex Co. VA. 

iii. Elizabeth COPELAND was born about 1723 in Essex Co,VA. 

16 iv. Nicholas COPELAND IL 

v. Mary COPELAND was born about 1725 in Essex Co.,VA. Will Book 4,p.402 
Deed Book 14 (Rev.) p 55. William Whitefield and Mary Copeland. sister of 
Thomas. 

vi. Thomas COPELAND was born about 1727 in Essex Co, VA. 

vii. Joseph A. COPELAND was born in 1728 in Essex Co, VA. He died on 11 
Jun 1816 in Jefferson Co, TN. 

WILL OF JOSEPH COPELAND 


In the name of God, amen. the 10th day of August One Thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine, I, Joseph Copland, of Jefferson County and State of Tennessee, 
being weakly in body but of perfect mind and memory, thanks be given to 
almighty God, therefor calling unto mind the mortality of my body and knowing 
that it is appointed for all my onst to die, I do make and ordain this my last will 
and testament. That is to say, principally and first of all, I give and recommend 
my soul into the hands of Almighty God that gave it, and my body I recommend 
to the earth to buried in a decent Christian burial at the descretion of my 
Executers, nothing doubting but at the general resurrection I shall recieve the 
same again by the mighty promist of God and as touching such worldly estate 
wherewith it has pleased God to help me with in this life. I desire first that all my 
lawfully debts should be paid, the rest I give, devise, and dispose in the following 
manner and form. 


Imprimis, I give and bequeth unto my dearly beloved wife, Sarah Copland, the 
third of three hundred acres of land, the lower end of my plantation. with all my 
moveable property estate as long as she continues my widow. 


Item: I give unto my beloved son Stephen Copland, the sum of five shillings 
sterling. 

Item: | give unto my beloved son Zacheus Copland, five shillings sterling. 

Item: I give unto my beloved son Rickety Copland, three hundred and forty acres 
of land, the upper end of the above said plantation. 

Item: I give unto my beloved daughter, Isabel, the sum of five shillings sterling. 
Item: I give unto my beloved daughter Susannah, five shillings sterling. 
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i. Nicholas COPELAND III was born about 1740 in Chatham Co, . NC. He was 
living in 1800 in Chesterfield Co., SC. 1800 Census He was living in 1810 in 
Chesterfield Co., SC. He died after 1810 in Chesterfield Co.. SC. 1810 census 

ii. Christian COPELAND was born about 1753. se 

iii. John Jacob COPELAND Sr was born about 1757 in Chatham Co. NC. He 
was living in 1820 in Chesterfield Co., SC. He died on 12 Jan 1836 in Barnwell 
District, SC. Private in Blakes Co. 2nd SC line 1/1/1778. 1800 SC census in 
Barnwell,SC 

iv. Charles COPELAND was born in 1757. 

vy. John R, COPELAND was born in 1759. He died on 26 Jul 1785 in SC. 

vi. Reuben COPELAND was born about 1760 in Orange Co.,NC. He died about 
1820 in Perry Co.,TN. 

vii. Ruth COPELAND was born in 1760. She died in July 26, 1784. 

viii. Aaron COPELAND was born in 1762 in Chatham Co, NC. He died on 9 May 
1839 in Orangeburg, Chesterfield Co, SC. Served 2 or 3 enlistments in the 
Revolutionary War in SC 1777-1781.Aaron was drafted into Captain Benjamin 
HIcks Company of the SC Militia. He was 15 at the time. His parents tried to 
secure his release from the military as too young, his company was being whipped 
into shape by Baron DeKalb. His parents appealed to DeKalbs friend Gen. 
Lafayette. The general realized that the boy wanted to be in the Army and denied 
the parents. 

He served at Cheraw Hills in extreme NE part of the state close to NC and west of 
the PeeDee River in the spring of 1780. His job was to guard provisions that were 
being assembled for the Army that was under Gen. Gates to defeat the Bristish. 
He was honorably discharged by Captain John Wilson. 
He is seen again in military records in the fall of 1780 as part of Captain Thomas 
Allerbe's Company of Co. Murphy's Regiment, in camp with Marion's Partisan 
Rangers at High Hills of Santee. Once again in the spring of 178] in the same 
camp with the company of Captain laudius Rogers. In the spring of 1781, he 
volunteered for service under Captain Joseph Howell in Col. Wade's Troop of 
Horse, supplied his own mount and equipment and marched from Chesterfield to 
Hinley's Ferry on the PeeDee and then to Beatty's Bridge on Drowning Creek, 
NC. He lost everything that he owned, and barely escaped with his life. 
He served in the militia with Col. Wade in Anson Co,NC for one month, and in 
Captain Pledger's Company in Marlboro Co,SC Final service records show him to 
be in Captain McGee's Company when Gen Greene, Sided by the men of 
Marion,Sumter and Pickens pushed the Bristish back into Charleston after the 
victory at Eutaw Springs(Sept. 8.1781) 
1787 moved to North Orangeburg District,SC. 1790 moved to Chesterfield 
District,SC 
The actual grant received in Chesterfield County by Aaron has been recorded and 
reads as follows: 
"State of South Carolina. 

I do hereby certify for Aaron Copeland a tract of land containing four 
hundred fifty acres, surveyed for him 11th February, 1797, situate in Cheraw 
District, and hath shape, form, markings, buttings and boundaries as the above 
plat represents. 

Given under my hand this 6th day of March 1797. Bn. Waring Surveyor 
Gen. Erasamus Power, Deputy Surveyor." 
the plat showed the tract to have been located on Cedar and Thompton's Creeks, 
and to have been bounded by the lands of Ann Copeland, Edward Cane, Daniel 
Mc:----, Richard Graves, Archelam Melton and ----Melton, and the state lien. 
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i. John RIPLEY was born in 1690 in Essex Co, VA. 
ii, Mary RIPLEY. 
iii, Richard RIPLEY. 
iv. THomas RIPLEY. 
v. John RIPLEY. 
vi. Sarah RIPLEY. 
vii. Ann RIPLEY. 
17 viii. Dorothy RIPLEY. 
ix. Elizabeth RIPLEY. 


‘SEVENTH GENERATION 


64. Joseph COPELAND was born in 1677 in Isle of Wight Co., VA,. He died on 22 Aug 1726 in 
Chuckatuck, Isle of Wight, VA. Joseph Copeland's Will 


IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN, February 25, 1725/26, I, Joseph Copeland, of the Isle of 
Wight County, being indisposed in body but of sound and perfect mind and memory, do make this my last 
will and testament in writing as followeth, viz. 


First, I recommend my soul to God that gave it me trusting by the merits of my Savious Christ to 
attain to the resurrection of life my body to be decently buried at the descretion of my Executrix hereafter 
named and for such estate as Gid hath entrusted me with, I give as followeth: 


I give and bequeath unto my son, John Copeland, one negro boy named Robin, to him and his 
heirs forever and I likewise give him my pistols, holsters, and silver hilt sword, I give and bequeath unto 
my son, John three hogsheads of tobacco I have shipped on board Captain Murren for to purchase a still of 
forty five gallons and all necessaries belonging to a still and if the tobacco that doth not clear the still my 
will is that my son John shall pay the remainder out of his estate, my wife haveing half the use of the said 
still during her natural life. 


I give and bequeath unto my daughter Elizabeth Copeland one negro boy named Sam and one 
‘negro girl named Minnie, which two negroes I give to her and her heirs forever and also one gold ring the 
posie being "as God decreed so we agreed." 


I give and bequeath unto my son Thomas Copeland two negro girls named Jude and Lolo to him 
and heis heirs forever and I give him my silverhead cane. 


And my will is that the remainder of my crop and provision killed into my house estate I desire 
may be appraised and equally divided between my loving wife and children my just debts being in the first 
place paid and I do make and ordain my loving wife's executrix of this my last will and testament whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and seal the 28th day of February. 


Joseph Copeland (seal) 


Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of 
Richard Webb, Lupo Melchezidick (Mark) Dusag. 


At a court held for the Isle of Wight county the 25th Day of July, 1726. The last will and 
testament of Joseph Copeland deceased was presented in Court by Mary Copeland Executrix Therein 
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named who made oath hereto and being proved by the oath of Richard Webb and Lupo Milchexidick, two 
of the witnesses thereto, is admitted to record. 


Teste: James Ingles, Clcur. 


Near Jamestown, Chuckatuck, a spoon was found in the 1900's belonging to Joseph and probably made by 
him.. He was a worker of pewter, lived in Jamestown, Chuckatuck, and Essex Co.,VA. He was a Quaker. 
Joseph was given a plantation 'Basse's Choice' by grandfather Major Thomas Taberer in his will . 


He was married to Mary WOODLEY about 1694. 


65. Mary WOODLEY was born in 1675 in Isle of Wight Co., VA,. Joseph COPELAND and Mary 
WOODLEY had the following children: 


i. John COPELAND was born in 1695 in Isle of Wight Co., VA,. He died on 22 
Nov 1736 in Essex Co, VA. Mentioned in Andrew Woodley's Will 9/25/1718- 'to 
keep him in school’ given sea books and his sea instruments. 

ii. Mary COPELAND was born in 1696 in Chuckatuck, Isle of Wight. VA. 

32 iii, Nicholas COPELAND I. 

iv. Thomas COPELAND was born in 1699 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. He died in 
1742 in Isle of Wight Co.. VA. 

v. William COPELAND was born in 1701 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. He died in 
1781 in Essex Co, VA. 

vi. Elizabeth COPELAND was born in 1703 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. 
Mentioned in Andrew woodley's will 9/25/1718- given dishes and a bed 

vii. James COPELAND was born in 1704 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. 

viii. Ann 'Nancy' COPELAND was born in 1710 in Chuckatuck, Isle of Wight, 
VA. She died in Chatham Co, , NC. 


66. Aaron LOTT. Aaron LOTT had the following children: 


33 i. Nancy Jane LOTT. 
ii. Margerry LOTT was born in 1701. 
iii. Sarah LOTT was born in Essex Co.,VA. 


EIGHTH GENERATION 


128. John Nicholas COPELAND was born in 1640 in Isle of Wight Co., VA,. He died in 1693 in 
Chuckatuck, Isle of Wight Co., VA. He was married to Elizabeth TABERER in 1676 in Isle of Wight Co., 
VA. 


129. Elizabeth TABERER was born on 31 Oct 1663 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. She died in 1715 in Isle 
of Wight Co., VA,. John Nicholas COPELAND and Elizabeth TABERER had the following children: 


64 i. Joseph COPELAND. 
ii. Nicholas COPELAND was born in 1678 in Isle of Wight Co.. VA. 
iii. John COPELAND was born in 1679. 
iv. Thomas COPELAND was born in 1681 in Isle of Wight Co., VA,. He died in 
Mar 1727/28 in Isle of Wight Co., VA,. 


135 of 234 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Copeland #2 Family History 


Item: I give unto my beloved daughter, Elizabeth, five shillings sterling. 

Item: I give unto my beloved son, Nicholas Copland, five shillings sterling. 

Item: I give unto my beloved daughter, Mary, the sum of five shillings sterling. 
Item: I give unto my beloved son, Solomon Copland, three hundred acres ‘of land, 
the lower end of the above mentioned plantation, to be enjoyed by him and his 
heirs forever with all my moveable estate, after my wife decease or marriage. 


I likewise constitute, make, and ordain my dearly beloved wife and my beloved 
friend, John Seahorn, my joint executers of this my last will and testament, and I 
do hereby alterly disallow. revoke, and disannul all and every former testaments, 
wills, legacies, bequeths, and executers by me and any way before named willed, 
and bequethed, ratifying, and confirming by this and no other to be my last will 
and testament. 


In witness, whereof, I have here unto set my hand and seal the day and year above 
written. 


Signed, sealed, published, pronounced, and declared by the said Joseph Copland 
as his last will and testament. 


Wit: George Graham, George Lewis, Reuben Dobkins 


State of Tennessee 
Jefferson County June sessions 1816 


Then was the last will and testament of Joseph Copland, deceased, duly proven in 
Open Court 

by the oaths of George Graham and Reuben Dobkins, two of the subscribing 
witnesses to the same and ordered to be recorded. Joseph Hamilton, Clerk by his 
dep., Joseph Hamilton, Jr. 


viii. Aggie COPELAND was born in 1730 in Essex Co, VA. She died in 1796 in 
Chatham Co, , NC. 

ix. Joel Josiah COPELAND was born in 1734 in Essex Co, VA. He was living in 
1790 in Wake Co.,NC. He died in 1814 in Overton Co, TN. 

x. Daniel COPELAND was born in 1735 in Orange Co.,VA. Was in the 
Colonial Mitia prior to the Rev. War and Chatham Co.,Militia during the war. 

xi. Peter COPELAND was born in 1738 in Essex Co, VA. Moved to 
Spotsylvania Co.,VA after 1752 -Justice of the Peace Carolina Co..VA 1752 

xii. James COPELAND was born in 1742 in Chatham Co., NC. He died in 1812 
in Madison Co, AL. Raised by his uncle William, after his father's death. 
Received land warrent #2324 Sullivan Co.,TN in the amount of 300 acres on 
December 3,1779 on the North side of the Holston. Near his property were 
Thomas Maxwell and John Yoakley. He sold his land to brother William and later 
moved to Greenville,South Carolina in 1786 with Archibald Dill.In 1797. he 
moved to the Knox-Roane County area. He signed on the Roane County creation 
petition in 1799. He later moved to Madison AL, where he died. His family 
moved to Wayne Co.,TN where uncle William and family moved. 


34. Richard RIPLEY was born in Essex Co, VA. 


35. Elizabeth. Richard RIPLEY and Elizabeth had the following children: 


136 of 234 


Pascagoula Public Library 


Local History & Genealogy Department 


Copeland #2 Family History 


y. William COPELAND was born in 1683. 


130. Andrew WOODLEY died on 22 Aug 1720 in Isle of Wight Co., VA,. Andrew settled in Isle of 


Wight, VA in 1690. 


131. Elizabeth GODDARD. Andrew WOODLEY and Elizabeth GODDARD had the following 


children: 


65 i., Mary WOODLEY. 


ii. John WOODLEY Sr. was born about 1680. He died in 1724 in Isle of Wight 


Co., VA,. 


iii, Thomas WOODLEY was born about 1680 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. He died 


in 1754. 


NINTH GENERATION 


256. John COPELAND was born on 24 Feb 1612 in Dolphin Leigh,Dolphinholm, ENG. He was 
christened on 24 Feb 1612 in St. Mary's Church,Lancaster.Lancashire.ENG. He died in 1682 in Isle of 
Wight Co., VA,. Theis underwritten names are to be transporte to Virginea, imbarqued 


in the Assurance, de Lo; Isaac Bromwell and Geo. Pewsie, Mr., 
examined by the Minister of the Town of Gravesend, of their 
conformitie in religion, the men have taken the oaths of allegiance and 
supremacie. 
Jo. Copeland 19 years 


This is confirmed by the following: 
The Complete Book of Emigrants, 1607-1776 


24 July 1635. Persons to be transported (from London) to Virginia by 

the Assurance of London, Mr. Isack Bromwell, after examination by the 
Minister of Gravesend: 

Robert Brian 27; Maudlin Jones 60; Ann Shawe 32; John Duncomb 46; Sith 
Haieward 30; Richard Hamdy (or Hamey) 38; William Holland 35; Henry 
Snowe 26; Marie Southwood 22; Francis Rowlson 29; Jane Sowthern 19; 
Margerie Baker 39; Sara Rayne 18; Andrew Underwood 22; Phillipp Johns 
22; Henrie Marshall 35; Henry Heiden 30; Elizabeth Sherlocke 29; Thomas 
Hurlock 40; Samuel Handy 25; John Gater 36; Joan Gater 23; William Lee 
36; Josua Titloe 19; John Middleton 23; Robert Haiward 22; Samuel 

Powell 19; Richard Glover 24; Thomas Pagitt 41; Mathew Holmes 21; Elias 
Harrington 22; Richard Smith 35; Thomas Robinson 24; Evan Ap Evan 19; 
John Browne 21; Robert Frith 23; Thomas Wilkinson 23; Dennis Hoggin 24; 
John Friccar 25; Richard Ridges 19; Edward Davies 27; Theodorus 
Bakewell 21; John Dermot 21; John Morgan 27; Thomas Baycock 46; Richard 
Rogers 48; Richard Lockley 51; John Jakes 20; Thomas More 19; John 
Baker 22; Nehemiah Cason 21; Robert Mayes 28; Richard Barnes 38; John 
Buttler 50; William Rebbell 19; Robert Wyon 22; Mathew Dixon 18; John 
Wheeler 23; John North 24; Moutford Newman 27; Robert Steere 17; 
William Lake 35; Humfrey Wilkins 19; Antony Stilgo 21; Thomas Deacon 
19; Robert Rigglie 19; Benjamin Pillard 18; Robert Davies 28; John 

Smith 20; Walter Merridith 33; Thomas Phillips 24; James Kingswill (or 
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noneani 


ii Ruth TABERER. 
iii, Mary TABERER. 
iv. Christian TABERER was born in Sep 1661 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. 


TENTH GENERATION 


512. Lawrence COPELAND was born about 1590 in Northumberland, Eng. He died between 1630 and 

. 1640 in Dolphin Leigh,Dolphinholm, ENG. 'The Lancashire Branch (of the Copelands) has been traced 
back to 1500. One section living in Dolphin Leigh had very hard luck. The head of this Branch, 
Lawrence Copeland was a solid Roundhead, and for his religious faith he appears to have died. His 
estates were sequestered by the Crown for recusancy. The eldest son Robert, tried to obtain these estates; 
but, the result.... ‘Claim allowed with arrears fron the fathers death on fuller proff ofthe death and on the 
sons taking the Oath of Adjuration" Robert does not appear to have done this and it is believed he and his 
brother, Lawrence, sailed to America. The other two sons, John and Thomas, are believed to have 3olned 
their relatives in Staffordshire.' It is generally believed that Lawrence is the one who settled in Braintree, 
Mass. in 1630; and that John came to Virginia in 1635.' Note: Lawrence is the head of a large family of 
Copelands in NewEngland, moving westward, but there is no evidence that-- had anychi!Idren. 
Thomas went to Barbados and some of hissisters went to Virginia as spelled out in his will. 


ROUNDHEADS the name given to the supporters of the parliamentary cause during the English civil 
war. Many Puritans, scorning gentlemen's fashions of the 17th century, wore their hair closely cropped. 
In 1641 bewigged or long-haired royalists insulted their Puritan opponents in Parliament by calling them 
Roundheads. The term was later applied to all supporters of the parliamentary rebellion, even though the 
leader of the Roundheads, Oliver Cromwell, wore his hair long. 


Note that the dates don't jibe, did John go to Virginia before his father was killed? 


INFORMATION ON HIS CHILDREN 


Robert is believed to be the oldest as stated in the article above. He went to Braintree, Mass, but there is no 
evidence of a wife or any children. 


Lawrence settled in Braintree, Mass. and has many decedent in New England and settled across the 
nation, 


John - see separate page 


Thomas - His will appears in Barbados as: COPELAND, Thomas, merchant 16 Aug. 1693i RB6/2, p. 54. 
Mo (denotes mother) Susannah Hill in Nansemond in James River in Virginia - land she is possessed of, 
same to Henry Copeland, son of bro Henry Copeland Decd: James Copeland, son of bro James Copeland - 
land in possession of Richard Mincher(?); bro Francis Copeland: William Rolls, eldest son of sis Mary 
Rolls; James Consent son of my Susan Consent; John Porter, ye ___ my sis Elizabeth Porter: bro John 
Copeland; bros___- Copeland & James Copeland - Xtrs; Nathaniel Heywood and Thomas ___- Xtrs in 
trust, signed Thomas (x) Copeland. Wit: William Fisher, John Smith, Thomas Huse, Proved 18 Sep 
1693. Note: It would appear that none of his family were also living in Barbados. (Note: this may have 
been a second generation or Thomas, Jr.) 


513. Ruth. Lawrence COPELAND and Ruth had the following children: 
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i. Robert COPELAND was born in 1610. 

ii. Lawrence COPELAND was born in 1612 in Northumberland ENG. He died 
on 30 Dec 1699 in Braintree, MA. Dates need to be converted (add 11 days) 

256 iii, John COPELAND. oy 

iv. Elizabeth COPELAND was born about 1617 in Dolphin Leigh, ~ 
Dolphinholm,Lanshire,ENG. 

v. Francis COPELAND was born in 1619 in Dolphin Leigh,Dolphinholm, ENG. 

vi. Henry COPELAND was born about 1621 in Dolphin Leigh,Dolphinholm, 
ENG. 

vii. James COPELAND was born about 1623 in Dolphin Leigh,Dolphinholm, 
ENG. 

viii. Mary COPELAND was born about 1624 in Dolphin Leigh,Dolphinholm, 
ENG. 

ix. Susan COPELAND was born about 1625 in Dolphin Leigh,Dolphinholm, 
ENG. 

x. Thomas COPELAND was born about 1627 in Dolphin Leigh,Dolphinholm, 
ENG. He died in Barbados. 


514. Richard RATCLIEFF was born about 1610 in Eng. He died before 1713 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. 
515. Elizabeth died after 1679. Richard RATCLIFF and Elizabeth had the following children: 


257 i. Sarah RATCLIFF. 

ii. Mary RATCLIFF was born in 1642 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. 

iii. Rebecca Ann RATCLIFF was born in 1644 in Isle of Wight Co.. VA. 

iv. Richard RATCLIFF Jr. was born in 1645 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. He died 
in 1718 in Isle of Wight Co.. VA. 

v. Cornelius RATCLIFF was born in 1647 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. 

vi. John RATCLIFF was born in 1649 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. 

vii. Elizabeth RATCLIFF was born on 21 Jul 1668 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. She 
died about 1723 in VA. 


516. William TABERER died on 4 Jun 1653 in Derbyshire, ENG. He was born in Darby, Eng. 
517. ANN. William TABERER and ANN had the following children: 


i. Joshua TABERER died in 1656 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. She was born 
about 1690 in Derbyshire, ENG. 
258 ii. Maj. Thomas TABERER. 
iii. William TABERER. 
iv. James TABERER. 
vy. Nathaniell TABERER. 
vi. John TABERER. 
vii. Saria TABERER. 
viii. Mary TABERER. 
ix. Rebecka TABERER. 
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128 ii. John Nicholas COPELAND. 
iii. William COPELAND was born in 1647 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. Some 
researchers show that William came from Dumfries,Scotland transported by Sir 
Thomas Lanksford in 1650. and is not the son of John. oF 


William and Mary Copeland, et al. 

The Copeland line which originated in Virginia provided the proginitors 
for my family. It started with William and Mary Copeland, who came 
probably from Glasgow, Scotland and settled in what is now Middlesex 
County (then Lancaster County), Virginia, on the south bank of the 
Rappahannock River prior to 1650. 


There were three generations of William Copelands at the head of this 
line, and I will address all three of them and their spouses, 
identifying them as William (#1), (#2), and (#3) to avoid confusion. 


After 1616, every immigrant to Virginia earned a headright for the 
person who paid for his or her transportation. This was a right to 

patent 50 acres of land; 100 acres if he came by 1616. A land patent was 
issued to Sir Thomas Luntsford on October 24, 1650 for 3.423 acres 
"lying on a bay on the south side of the Rappahannock River" for the 
"transport of 65 persons,” including William (#1) and Mary Copeland. 


William (#1) Copeland (or Will as he was called) was known as a 
carpenter in the early years in Virginia. In 1655 he bought 537 acres of 
land “on the S. side of the Rappahannock River and on the N. side of 
Sunderland Creek, bordering land of Richard Lewis" from Daniel and 
Elizabeth Welsh. In 1633 Will Copeland was appointed Constable of 
Lancaster County in the portion south of the Rappahannock, which became 
Middlesex County in 1673. He was living there in 1688 and died there 
probably c. 1700. 


William (#1) Copeland's first wife, Mary, apparently died c. 1660, and 
he then married Grace. William and Grace, had two sons, both of whom 
were christened in Christ Church, Middlesex County, Virginia. Their 
birth dates were recorded in the Parish Register: 


1. William (#2) Copeland, born March 26, 1667, died cal720 in North 
Carolina. Married Christian. 
2. John Copeland, born March 21, 1669, died cal1728 in North Carolina. 
(notes by Jerry Crumley 3/3/1998 Copeland mailing list) 

iv. Hannah COPELAND was born in 1654 in Isle of Wight Co., VA.. 

vy. Joseph COPELAND was born in 1655 in Isle of Wight Co.. VA. 

vi. Sarah COPELAND was born in 1657 in Isle of Wight Co., VA,. She died in 
1725 in Isle of Wight Co., VA,. . 


258. Maj. Fhomas TABERER was born in 1593 in Derbyshire, ENG. He died in 1694 in Isle of Wight 
Co., VA,. Thomas was given Joshua's land in Darby in his brother's will-1654 


259. Margarett WOMBLE. Maj. Thomas TABERER and Margarett WOMBLE had the following 
children: 


129 i. Elizabeth TABERER. 
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1635- and the same as John, who showed his mutilated ear to Thomas Story 
in 1699 or 1705 at the home of his cousin Eliazbeth Copeland Webb of 
Gloucestershire, Engalnd . . . and another beneficiary under the Will of 
Thomas Taberer in Chuckatuck, Virginia, at which time John was about 78 


years old. 


(JP Note: various records agree that it was John, Sr, who departed on the 
Assurance for Virginia stayed in Isle of Wight, and was deceased in 1682. 
Thus making it impossible for him to be at either meeting. I believe 

that it is more likely the person that was the Speedwell passenger or at 
the meeting was either this John, Jr., the before mentioned son of Joseph 
or an entirely different John Copeland.) 


From the Encylcopedia of American Quaker Genealogy, Vol VI-Virginia: page 
22" Annual meeting in 1680 was in John Copeland's house in Chuckatuck. 


(Virginia)" 


page 28 1680, 8, 7-John a meeting was held in his house in Chuckatuck., 
1688, 3, 29. John a meeting was held in his house. ( JP NOTE:Since one 
John Copeland lived 1616-1682 and his son lived 1652-abt 1712 I have 
listed this section on both more sheets as the book does not distinquish 
which John it was speaking about. If the manuscript is speaking of 
John's son that would help prove that he either had two sons John and 
Nicholas, or one son that was John Nicholas or Nicholas John since 
different genealogist disagree as to this sons name.) 


He was married to Sarah RATCLIFF about 1638 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. 


257. Sarah RATCLIFF was born about 1625 in Isle of Wight Co., VA,. She died in 1687 in Isle of 
Wight Co., VA,. John COPELAND and Sarah RATCLIFF had the following children: 


Nicholas COPELAND was born in 1638 in Isle of Wight Co., VA. He died on 

17 Mar 1720 in Essex Co.,VA. Will page 138-139- 

Will of Nickolis Copland of the county of Essex being very sick and weak in 
body,dated 9 Oct. 1712. 
Unto Ann, my beloved wife the devident of land where I now live and all my 
personable estate so long as she shall remain a widow. 

Unto my grandson Nickalis Copeland the devdent of land where I now live after 
my wife's decease. If he should dye without heirs, then my granddaughter Mary 
Brown. If she should dye without heirs to return to my grandson Charles 
Atkinson. 

Unto my grand daughter Mary Brown one hundred and seventy acres of land 
adjoining to the land of James Boulware. 

After my wife's decrease my personable setate shall be divided into three parts. 
One-third unto my grandson Nockolis Copland, one-thired unto my grand 
daughter Mary Brown and the remainder to be equally divided amongst the rest of 
my grandchildren. 

Unto my daughter, Ann Phillips one shilling. 

My beloved wife Ann Copeland execatricks. 

Nickolis (N) Copland 


Presented 17 May 1720 in Court by Ann Copland. Proved by Samuel Stallord and 
Mary Williams. 
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Massachusetts, in 1630. 


From the Encylcopedia of American Quaker Genealogy, Vol VI-Virginia: page 
22" Annual meeting in 1680 was in John Copeland's house in Chuckatuck. 
(Virginia)" 

page 28 1680, 8, 7-John a meeting was held in his house in Chuckatuck., 
1688, 3, 29. John a meeting was held in his house. ( JP NOTE:Since one 
John Copeland lived 1616-1682 and his son lived 1652-abt 1712 I have 
listed this section on both more sheets as the book does not distinquish 
which John it was speaking about. If the manuscript is speaking of John's 
son that would help prove that he either had two sons John and Nicholas, 
or one son that was John Nicholas or Nicholas John since different 
genealogist disagree as to this sons name.) 


on page 39: " among these earliest Quaker families not all of whom had 
been puritans, are found the names of Goodwin, Bennett, Hutchens, Jordan, 
Draper, COPELAND, Devion, Johnson, Jones, Murrey, Bressie, Chapman, Boddy 
(Boddie), Outland, Howard, Wiggs, Exum, Barnes, West, Lawrence, Took, 
Taberer, Newman, Bufkin (Buskin), Perkins, Garret, Belson, Grove, Pope, 
Lacee and others too numerous to mention. " (JP NOTE: Many of these 
names are later found to intermarry with the Copelands. They were also 
later mentioned as the more promenient families of the area in the same 
book) 

JP NOTE: The Copeland Manuscript supplied by Frank Luckett listed this 
gentleman as John Copeland, however, other sources suggest his name was 
Nicholas. I have listed him as John Nicholas thinking that is perhaps 

his full name and he was called Nicholas throughout his life to avoid 
confusion with his father. 


In the unnamed document also provided to me by Frank Luckett in January 
1977 has the following: 


From "The William and Mary College Quarterly", Vol. 7, page 212: " After 
the restoration of King Charles II in 1660, the Quakers had a strong 
following -especially in the upper Parish (Virginia). the able lawyer 
and preacher, Thomas Story of Philadelphia, came in 1699 and in 1705 and 
held many open and comfortable meetings in this and other parts of 
Virginia. And a Chuckatuck, he met his anciet friend, Elizabeth Webb of 
Gloucestershire, England, and John Copeland, who at his request, showed 
him his mutilated ear, he being one of the first of those who had their 

right ear cut by the Presbyterians, or Independents of New England." (JP: 
Note-the Copeland Manuscript says this was John the son of Joseph and 
Mary Woodley) 


"John Copeland, age 19" is listed as one of the 218 "passengers for 
Virginia 1635 in New England and Historical and Genealogical Record, Vol. 
5," and may be the "John, a Quaker who came to Plymouth Colony, 
Massachusetts on the 'Speedwell' in 1656 and was whipped and driven from 
the Colony on account of his religion". 


These records fit so near completely that it is believed that Joseph 
Copeland, grandson of Thomas Taberer, was also the grandson of John 
Copeland. And that this John, who was beaten and run out of Plymouth 
Colony about 1656, is the same as Jo, who took passage for Virginia in 
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Kingsmill) 18; John Bowton 20; Walter Chapman 44; James Arnold 37; 
Richard Leake 18; Thomas Edwynn 13; Handgate Baker 22; John Abrock 20; 
Thomas Hall 15; James Edwin 18; Edward Commins 28; John Gater 15; 
John Hales 21; Warram Tuck 20; John Jones 30; William Culture 19; 

Robert Silby 19; Richard Bruster 26; John Swanley 21; William Charles 

21; Anthony Lee 21; William Williams 28; Henry George 19; John Billins 
21; William Write 18; Robert Lovett 20; Job Jefferie 19; Henrie Haler 

22; Richard Symonds 33; James Sparks 57; Richard Kirbie 32; James 

Hingle 40; Thomas Saunderson 24; William Spicer 20, William Thomas 19; 
Henry Madin 30; Edward Ednall 21; Thomas Jefferies 22; Nicolas Jackson 
22; Thomas Spratt 23; Thomas Leonard 18; Thomas Beson 24; Christopher 

- Dixon 24; Isack Kemp 23; Jeremie Slie 19; John O'Mullin 18; Antony 
Procter 16; Robert Handley 19; John Aymies 18; John Tayler 21; William 
Roffin 18; Richard Halsey 13; Antony Otland 18; Robert Oldrick 18; 

William Hall 21; JOHN COPELAND 19 ; John Goad 18; John Pooly 17; Francis 
Gayer 18; Thomas Craven 17; Richard Lucas 16; George Cullidge 18; 
Lawrence Barker 26; John Bowes 20; John Woodbridge 32; John Johnson 20; 
John Chappell 38; George Whittaker 32; Richard Liversidge 24; Henrie 
Wood 20; Robert Max 21; John Warren 18; Thomas Turner 18; John Garland 
19; John Humfrey 23; Isack Ambrose 18; William Huncote 35; Thomas 
Williams 19; Thomas Foxcrofte 19; Thomas Hobbs 22; Charles Collohon 19; 
Henry Donn 23; Roger Quintin 21; William Small 18; William Coleman 16; 
Antony Androwe 21; John Richardson 18; William Claddin 17; Thomas 
Gudderidge 17; Roger Burley 17; Thomas Bard 16; Henry Butler 14; John 
Budd 15; John Marshall 35; William Read 30; Edward Mitchell 18; Robert 
Drewrie 16; Richard Wells 17; John Cotes 17; John Stubber 17; Henry Lee 
18; Richard Ball 17; John Cooke 17; Thomas Syer 14; John Partridge 18; 
John Johnson 24; Isbell Davies 22; Isabell Hakesby 23; Joan Vallins 17; 
Marie Chambney 28; Elizabeth Allcott 20; Francis Bakewell 30; Elizabeth 
Payne 21; Elizabeth Hughson 22; Marie Averie 22; Sara Alport 25; Marie 
Lee 22; Elizabeth Bateman 23; Thomazin Markcom 26, Ann Goldwell 17; Ann 
Griffinn 26; James Brookes 28 and his wife Alice Brookes 18; Dorcas 

Mercer 30; Ellin Davies 23; Alice Harris 21; Eedie Holloway 22; Sara 
Coggin 20; Elizabeth Baker 20; Dorothie Davies 17; Elizabeth Raynard 

20; Marie Olliver 21; Alice Riall 18; Rabecca Parmeton 19; Marie 

Middleton 17; Katherine Fulder 17; Elizabeth Dicks 18; Sara Greene 20; 
Margaret Rickord 20; Winnifredd Congrave 22; Mathew Plant 23; John More 
28; Elizabeth Powell 17; Marie Shorter 26; Marie Lee 14 weeks; Mathew 
Clatworthy 25. (PRO:E157/20). 


The manuscript continues with "John was the first of the name in 
Virginia. The Copelands were ardent quakers. In "Early Quaker Records 
in Virginia" by Miles White, Jr., the Copelands are constant throughout 
in their attendance at weddings and meetings of the Friends. The 
following records are contained therein: . 


Elizabeth Copeland, Joseph Copeland, John Copeland, Mary Copeland 
and James Copeland, Junior were witnesses at weddings in 1687, 1696. 
1699. amd 1723/4. It should also be noted that the Taberers were among 
the Friends and John Copeland's son, Married Elizabeth Taberer whose 
birth is recorded in this history -'Elizabeth Tabberer, daughter of the 
aforesaid Margrett which she bare to Thomas Tabberer was borne the last 
of the 10th month 1663.'" 

Possibly a brother of Lawrence Copeland, who settled at Braintree, 
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Copeland, Samuel Cc. Copelend, Ishem 


Copeland, Mary 


1840CV-10001/10001 1814G! hick, River 


1816WY-state census-11/12. 0JK-10011/00101, — 
OJK-421001/200001 .*,¢ 
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(Welborn) 
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Copeland, Moses 


coi0es > : io 
: lind 

. Copeland, Thomas C. 7fozias 1822 MS 

1850JS-Coleman 28-Caroline 26 MS. (farmer $50.) | 1816WY-state census 


ch: Susan 9, Elizabeth 7, Blias 5, Ripley 4, 18Z0WY-40001/1301. - (farmer) 
Caroline Frances 2. Ja! 1 mo. 1830CV-0131001/0200001. 


William McKinley 21. + 
m. Blizabeth Edvards. WS/ar 

8/0 Moses Copeland. data from: Billy Hankins..Rt. 1, Box 418..Waynes 

Tullos. boro, MS 39367 (1992) 
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Copeland. William 1816 MS Copeland i Reuben 1795 Copeland, James 1 
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Copeland, Ripley c. 1815 Copeland. James 2 18 
1840JN-10003/00001. 1850JS-James 26-Penina E. 17. (farmer) 


cn: Susan M. 1, 


m. Nancy, d/o Henry & Susan (Bllzey) Hoskins. 


10793. James Bargress, 3/0 Moses Copeland. 
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Wiley M. Copeland 


34 Married, Farmer, born in Miss. 
Father born SC; mother b. LA 

Price, Malvina W F 33 Wife, Married, Keep House, born Miss. 
Father born LA; mother born Miss. 

Price, Ellender W F 13 Daughter, at home, born Miss. 

Price, Gussie W F 11 Daughter, at home, born Miss. 

Price, Woodward W M_ 5 Son, at home, born Miss. 

Price, Dollie WF 1 Daughter, at home, born Miss. 


147-1480Bhee John WM 70 Married, Farm laborer, born SCarolina 


Price, Mary W F 50 Married, Keep House, born Miss. 


148-149 COPCEREG M32 Married Farmer, born in Miss 
Father ?; mother born Ala? 
F 28 Wife, Married, Keep House, born Miss 


Pathe born SC; mother born ? 
deJosephyW M_ 8 Son, at home, born Miss 


F 6 Daughter, at home, born Miss 


‘ConelandsbawaraW M 4 Son, at home, born Miss 
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PGGEN 

From: Kathleen K Galloway [kgallow2@csc.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 23, 2005 11:55 AM 

To: pggen@jgrl.lib.ms.us 

Subject: James Copeland Information 


et 


pic18467.jpg (20 
KB) 


Renee', 
Here is the link to the information on James Copeland that I told you about. I have also 


copied it below. Thank you so much for your help in my search. I still do not have 
actual proof but I will keep looking. 


Thanks again, http: //www.usgennet.org/usa/ms/county/perry/wpa/history/Outlaws.html 
Kathleen 


(Embedded image moved to file: picl8467.jpg) 


TRIAL OF JAMES COPELAND 


At the September term of said court, in the year A.D. 1857 on Wednesday of the term, it 
being the 16th day of the month, James Copeland was taken to the bar of the court and 
arraigned upon an indictment, found by the following Grand Jury at the March term, 1857, 


to wit: 


Grand Jury Members 
JOHN MCCALLUM 
LEMUEL STRATHAN, 
JOHN W. CARTER, 
ALLEN TRAVIS, 
LEWIS __ WATTS, 
JAMES CHAPPELL, 
W. RAWLS, 
WM JENKINS, 
PETER MCDONALD, 
MALACHI ODOM, 
JOSEPH G. YOUNG, 
JAMES M. BRADLEY, SR., 
STEPHEN SMITH, 
WM. HINTON, 
EDMUND MERRITT, 
SIDNEY HINTON, 
JOSEPH T. BRELAND, 
HENRY DEARMAN, 
LORENZO BATSON, and 
JOHN FAIRLEY, Foreman, 
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which indictment was as follows: 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI v. JAMES COPELAND - MURDER 


The Grand Jurors for the State of Mississippi, summoned, empanneled, sworn, and charged to 
inquire in and for the State of Mississippi, and in and for 
the boy of the county of Perry, upon their oath, present, that James Copeland, late of 
said county, on the 15th day of July, Anno Domini, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
eight with force and arms in the county of Perry aforesaid, in upon one James A. Harvey, 
then and there being in the peace of God and the said State of Mississippi, feloniously, 
wilfuly and of 
his malice aforethought, did make an assault; and that the said James Copeland, a 
certain shot gun, then and there loaded and charged with gun powder and divers leaden 
shot, which shot gun, so loaded and charged he, the said James Copeland, in both his 
hands, then and there, had and held, 
to, at, against and upon the said James A. Harvey, then and there feloniously, 
wilfully and the malice aforethought of him, the said James Copeland, did shoot off, and 
discharge; and that the said James Copeland 
with the leaden shot aforesaid, out of the shot gun aforesaid, then and 
there by force of the gun powder, shot and sent forth as aforesaid, the said James A. 
Harvey, in and upon the left side of him the said James A. Harvey, in and upon the left 
side of him the said James A. Harvey then and there feloniously, wilfuly and of the malice 
aforethought of him, the said James Copeland did strike, penetrate and wound, giving to 
the said James A. Harvey, then and there with the leaden shot so as aforesaid discharged 
and sent forth, out of the shot gun aforesaid, by the same James Copeland, in and upon 
the left side of him, the said James A. Harvey, a little below the left shoulder of him, 
the said James A. Harvey, diverse mortal wounds, of 
the depth of three inches and the breadth of one quarter of an inch of which, the said 
mortal wounds, the said James A. Harvey, from the fifteenth day of July in the year 
aforesaid, languished, and languishing did live; on which said twenty-fifth day of July 
in the year aforesaid, the said James A. Harvey in the county of Perry aforesaid, of the 
mortal wounds aforesaid 
died, and the jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths aforesaid, do further present that 
John Copeland, late of the county aforesaid, on the day and year aforesaid, in the county 
of Perry aforesaid, malice forethought, was present, aiding, abetting and assisting the 
said James Copeland, the felony and murder aforesaid to do and commit; and the jurors 
aforesaid upon their oaths aforesaid do say that the said James Copeland and John 
Copeland, him 
the said James A. Harvey, in manner and form aforesaid, feloniously wilfully and of 
their own malice aforethought did kill and murder, against the peace and dignity of the 
State of Mississippi. George Woods, District 
Attorney, upon this indictment was indorsed "A true bill signed, John 
Fairley, Foreman." 


The case was begun and held at the regular September term 1857. Present the Hon. W. M. 
Hancock, presiding Judge of the 8th Judicial District of Mississippi. George Woods, Esq., 
District Attorney for the Judicial District, James R. W. Pitts, Sheriff of Perry County 
and James Carpenter, Clerk of said Court. 


On Monday the first day of the court it was thought that the said James Copeland was 
insane, so a jury was summoned to meet back on Tuesday morning for insanity. 


TUESDAY MORNING: 
The following jury of good and lawful standing were: 


PORTER J. MYERS MALACHI ODOM, SR. 


J. M. BRADLEY 
J. M. BRADLEY, SR. DARLING LOTT, MALCOLM MCCALLUM, ANGUS MCSWAIN, 


Q. A. BRADLEY, WM. H. NICHOLS, 
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W. C. GRIFFIN D.S. SAPP and JAMES EDWARDS, 


Who were summoned and sworn, to see whether or not the prison be of sound mind and whether 
he possesses sufficient intellect to comprehend the cause of the proceedings on the trial, 
so as to be able to make a proper defense; or whether the appearance of insanity if any 
such to be proven, is feigned or not; and the evidence having been submitted to them in 
the presence of the prisoner, they retired to consider of their verdict, and in his 
presence returned the following to wit: 


"We the jury, on our oaths find the prisoner sane; that he possessed sufficient intellect 
to comprehend the cause of the prosecution on the trial, so as to be able to make a proper 
defense, and that the appearance of insanity which he has exhibited, is feigned." 


And thereupon the prisoner is arraigned on the charge of murder. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING Wednesday a jury was selected by the prisoner and state and were ready 
to have the trial next day. 


THURSDAY MORNING 


This day comes the District Attorney, and the prisoner is again brought to the bar in the 
custody of the sheriff, and the argument is resumed and concluded; and the jury are 
instructed by the court at the request of the council, in writing, and the jury retire to 
consider their verdict. And in the presence of the prisoner return the following, to wit: 
"We the jury, on our oaths, find the prisoner guilty in manner and for as charged in the 
bill of indictment." And the prisoner is recommended to jail to await his sentence. 


SENTENCE OF THE COURT: 


FRIDAY MORNING 


This day comes the District Attorney, and the prisoner, who was on yesterday convicted of 
the crime of murder, is again brought to the bar. And thereupon the prisoner by his 
counsel moves the court for a new trial, which motion was fully heard and understood by 
the court; and is by the court here overruled. And to the opinion of the court in 
overruling said motion, the prisoner by his counsel here excepts: So he was taken back to 
jail, to await the sentencing. 


THE DEATH WARRANT 
The State of Mississippi, 
To the Sheriff of Perry County - Greetings: 


Whereas, at the September term, A.D. 1857, of the Circuit Court of said county, on the 
fourth day of said term, James Copeland was duly convicted of the murder of James A. 
Harvey, by a verdict of a jury chosen and sworn between the parties; and whereas on 
Friday, the fifth day of said term by the order and decree of said court, the said 
Copeland was sentenced to be hanged by the neck until he be dead. On the thirteenth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, between the 
hours of ten o'clock A.M., and four o'clock P.M., at the place appointed by law. These are 
therefore to command you in the name, and by the authority of the State of Mississippi, to 
take the body of the said James Copeland, and him commit to the jail of said county, and 
him there safely keep, until the said thirtieth day of October, and that on the said 
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thirtieth day of October, between the hours of ten o'clock A.M. and four o'clock P.M. of 
said day, at the place appointed by law, you hang him by the neck until he is dead, dead, 


dead. 


Given under my hand and seal, this the 18th day of September, A.D. 1857 


(Seal) W.M. Handcock, Judge. 


LETTER OF JAMES COPELAND TO HIS MOTHER, written the night before his execution. 
Augusta, Mississippi, Oct. 29, 1857 


Mrs. Rebecca Copeland: 


My dear mother - it is with painful feelings indeed that I attempt writing to you on the 
present occasion. I take this opportunity knowing at the same time, that it is the last 
one of the kind which I shall ever be permitted to enjoy while here on earth. It is long 
and much that I have suffered while in prison since my first confinement in Mobile County, 
and yet it seems that nothing will pay the debt but my life. I have had my trial and was 
convicted upon a charge of murder, and I have received the awful sentence of death. The 
sheriff told me today, that tomorrow at 2 o'clock I will be hanged, according to the order 
of the court. Oh, my dear mother, what an awful sound is this to reach your ear. Oh, would 
it be otherwise; but you are aware that I justly merit the sentence. You are knowing to my 
being a bad man; and dear mother, had you given me the proper advice when young, I would 
not perhaps be doing well. It is often I had meditated on this subject since my 
confinement in prison, and often have I recollected my good old father's advice when I was 
young, and repented a thousand times over, with sorrow and regret, that I have failed to 
receive it as good, benevolent service, if such a course I had taken, I have no doubt but 
what I would be doing well at this time, but it is too late now to talk of things past and 
gone. The time has come when I shall have to take my departure from this world, and it 
pains my heart, to know that I have to leave you and my brothers and sister; and much am I 
mortified to think how distantly you have treated me while here in prison. Not the first 
time have you been to see me; but I can freely excuse you for all this, and I do hope you 
will prepare to meet Jesus in Heaven. 


Dear mother, long has the time been that life was not any satisfaction to me. I am now in 
the dungeon with the cold icy bands clasped around me and cold as clay. Much have I 
suffered, but after 2 o'clock tomorrow, my troubles will all be over or worse than they 
are at present. This I am not able to tell. I have been preparing to meet my God, praying 
diligently for mercy and for the pardon of my sins, but I do not know whether my prayers 
have been heard or not. The scriptures sayd, "that the spirit of the Lord shall not always 
strive with man." And again says: "He that calls upon the Lord in the last hours shall be 
saved." If so, I feel some spark of hope, but I tell you this hope is hanging upon a 
slender thread. 


Dear mother, it makes the tears trickle down my cold cheeks to have to pen this statement 
to you. Dear mother, I have to close this letter. My heart is overflowed already, so when 
you receive this you can keep it as memorial and remember that poor Jim is no more on 
earth; that he had bid you a long farewell. 


Dear mother, it appears as though my heart will break at the very thought of this. Oh, 
could I but see you once more before my death, it would give my aching heart some relief; 
but we have to part without this pleasure. 


Now my good old mother, I bid you a long farewell, forever and forever. 
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James Copeland 
HIS BODY STOLEN AFTER BURIAL: 


After observing the mods and regulations required by law that of allowing the usual time 
for life to become extinct, he was examined by the physician who had been called in, they 
pronouncing him dead, the body was cut down and placed in a coffin, and there being no one 
present to claim his body, it was placed in a wagon and carried across the river and was 
buried on the DENTON old place. 


This being done on October 30, 1857, then two nights later the body was dug up by a 
colored man by the name of WASH DENTON, who was a run away slave about 12 years old, and 
was found swimming across Leaf River and was caught by the Denton family and there he 
lived until he died, who tied the body across his horse and carried it to the home of Dr. 
J. B. Kennedy. The Negro cut all flesh off the bones then soaked them in vinegar over 
night, then dried them. Then put the skeleton together with wire. The flesh was buried at 


the Denton old place. 


Dr. Kennedy kept this skeleton until he went to the Mt and there he was killed, then Mrs. 
Kennedy let Dr. McLeod at Moss Point have it, and it was kept in the drug store there 
until the drug store burned, and that was the last of the James Copeland skeleton. 


THE EXECUTION: 


The day arose clear and beautiful on which the sentence of the law and of outraged 
humanity was to be executed on the many who had so often violated their most sacred 
behest. The sky was blue and serene; the atmosphere genial; all nature was calm and 
peaceful; man a one was agitated by the various strong emotions which the execution of the 
fatal sentence of retributive justice on a fellow man could not be create. 


The place of execution was distant from the city of August one quarter of a mile. The 
gallows was erected on a beautiful elevation that was surrounded by the verdure of shrubby 
oak and the tall, long-leaf pine. The ground was everywhere occupied by thousands of 
spectators, gathered from Perry and the surrounding counties, to witness the solemn scene. 
It was indeed one that they will long remember. 


About the hour of noon, the prisoner, after being neatly clad, was led form the jail by 
the officers of the law, placed in the ranks of the bars formed for the occasion and the 
procession moved slowly toward the fatal spot. 


Soon the doomed man appeared on the gallows, the death warrant was then read to him and he 
was informed that he had but a short time to live. 


He proceeded to address the awestruck and silent multitude. He especially urged the young 
men present to take warning from his career and fate, and to avoid bad company. His 
misfortune he attributed principally to have been misled while young. When he had 
concluded a number of questions were asked by the immediate spectators in relation to 
crimes which had transpired within their knowledge; but he would give no direct answer, 
shrewdly eluding the inquiries. 


The sheriff then asked him in hearing of many lookers on, if the details of his 
confession, previously made to the officer, were true, he replied that they were. 


His hands were then tied and the cap pulled over his face, and he was told that he had but 
a few moments to live. He exclaimed, "Lord, have mercy on me" and he was praying when the 
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drop fell, and a brief struggle ended his blood stained career. 


GRAND JURY: 


Edmund Merritt, Joseph G. Young, Sidney Hinton, Jas M. Bradly, Sr., Jos. T. Breeland, 
Stephen Smith, Henry Dearman, Wm. Hinton, Lorenzo Batson, John McCallum, John Fairley, 
Lemuel Strahan, Wm. Jenkins, John W. Carter, Peter McDonald, Allen Travis, Malachi Odom, 
Lewis h. Watts, James Chappell, G. W. Rawls, Foreman 


WITNESSES: 


Peter Fairley, William Griffin, Alexander Fairley, Peter Fairley, Sr., Sampson Spikes, Wm. 
Johnson, Westley Spikes, Chauncy B. Stevens, W. H. Nicoles, Wm. Laudman, John Fairley, 
Gibson Walley, Laoma Batson, John Anderson, Jas. Batson, Wm. C. Griffin, David Dubusk, 
Jr., Moses Fullingame (prosecutor), Jefferson Williams, David Dubusk 


REFERENCE: 


Take from "James Copeland Book" Mr. Jess Kennedy Mrs. Beeye Myers Both of New Augusta, Ms. 


GANG AND FEUD LEADERS - JAMES COPELAND 


Mobile, Alabama, July 31, 1873 


This is to certify that I was present at the execution of James Copeland, who was executed 
at Augusta, Perry County, Miss. the 30th day of October, 1857, and overhead the sheriff, 
J.R.S. Pitts, ask him, the said James Copeland, if the detailed history and list of names 
given as members of the Wages and Copeland clan were correct, and he answered the Sheriff 
in the affirmative that they were. 


T.C. Carter Office 58 North Commerce St. Mobile, AL 


Member of the Copeland and Wages Clan as given by James Copeland in his Confession. 
(numbers added by Ginny English, transcriber) 

1. J. BAKER 

2. C. W. MOORE 

3. W. W. RATCLIFF 

4. G. BUSKINGS 

5. J. HARPER 

6. J. BOWINGS 

7. Jd. W. WESLEY 

8. J. WHITFIELD 

9. J. WHITLOM 

10. J. PORTER 

Ld J. BULTER 

12. J. HOPKINS 

13: J. HARPER 

14. W. P. HOBS 

15; J. GILLET 

16% J. ELVA 

17. H. SANFORD 
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18. R. CABLE 
19. J. HEVARD 

20. G. DANIELS 

Babys G. H. WAGES } 
22: C. H. MCGRAFFIN ; 
ZS CHAS. MCGRATH 
24. J. WALTER 

25%. G. WELTER 

26. A. BROWN 

CAB D. BROWN 

28. N. MCINTOSH 
29): E. MYRICK 

30: J. WATERS, JR. 
Sl. W.C. WHELPS 
32. J.F. WRIGHT 
33. JASPER WHITLOW 
34. J. DEWIT 

35. E. Sharpor 

36. W. Ross 

3 T. Powell 

38. W. Sanferd 

39. J. Doty 

40. J. McLain 

41. D. Doty 

42. S. Harden 

43. S.S. Shoemake 
44, J. Harden 

45. W. Brown 

46. G. Clealand 
als Moulton 

48. _ Overall 

49. G. Young 

50. Thos. Hix 

poy ie J. Alfred 

52. J. Kelly 

53 A. Watson 

54. J. Taylor 

55's S. Teapark 

56. J. Pool 

57. John Copeland 
58. T. Copeland 
59). Henry Copeland 
60. Wm. Copeland 


Canvassers: Cynthia E. Ikerd, New Augusta, and Pearl J. Odom, Hattiesburg, Feb. 17, 1937, 
Carrie F. Russell, Historian 


You are the 2303rd person to view this page since the counter was installed 
June 16, 2000. 


Copyright 2000 Perry County ALHN 


This nonprofit research site is a USGenNet CertifiedSafe-Site™ and affiliate of the 
American History Local Network, Inc. (ALHN). Web hosting is generously provided by 
USGenNet, a nonprofit, tax-exempt public benefit 

corporation. This site makes no claim to the copyrights of individual submitters, and 
is in full compliance with with USGenNet's Conditions of 
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Re: James Copeland, The Outlaw 1823-1857 Page 1 of 1 


Choose the Membership that’s Right for You 
Start your Free Trial today! 
Click here to learn more 


Weart | @HxeLr 


Service 


Give him 


Jump to Forum 


Home: Surnames: Copeland Family Genealogy Forum an Outback 
gift card. 
at. 
Re: James Copeland, The Outlaw 1823-1857 OUTBACK 
3 STEAKHOUSE 
Posted by: Mary O'Callaghan Dates Spr 14, 2001 


17:30:33 
In Reply to: James Copeland, The Outlaw 1823-1857 by 
Robert Copeland 2340 of 4549 


James Copeland was my ggggguncle on my grandfather Daniel Ransom Spikes' side. 
Rebecca Wells mother was Nancy, a Choctaw Indian Princess who married a man 
named Roberts in Georgia. I had the whole family tree written down by a relative long 


since dead, but unfortunately I lost it. 1 remembered these names because of the 
noteriety. 


Followups: 


No followups yet 


What a way 
to make your 
Search all of GenForum: Father's Day. 


Post Followup Return to Message Listings Print Message 


http://genforum.genealogy.com/copeland/messages/2340.html 
Search this forum: 


Find all of the words 


“| Proximity matching 


Agreement of Use 
Add this forum to My Genferum Link to G 


Home | Help | About Us | Site Index| Jobs | PRIVACY | Affiliate 
© 2005 MyFamily.com, Inc. 
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RESULTS LIST | NOTEBOOK | SEARCH HISTORY | HELP 


HERITAGE”) “ONLINE : 


Search Browse 
Census Image ®) Back to Search Results 


1860 > ALABAMA > MOBILE > 6-WD MOBILE 
Series: M653 Roll: 17 Page: 511 


Surname GivenName Age Sex Race Birthplace State County Location Year 
COPELAND MOSES E 21M WAL AL MOBILE 6-WDMOBILE —1860 


[J Add to Notebook 
Print | Download | [| Positive Negative | Zoom: 200% *) 


Page 1 of 3 
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HeritageQuest Online - Census Image Page 3 of 3 


[Jump to top of page} 


Copyright © 1999-2007 ProQuest-CSA LLC. All rights reserved, Terms and Conditions, v7.90 
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From: Copeland, Joel L <joel.|.copeland@maf.nasa.gov> 
To: ‘morrison@netdoor.com' <morrison@netdoor.com> 
Date: Tuesday, August 10, 1999 8:20 AM 

Subject: FW: Ebenezer Record Book Lookup 


Good Morning Pat & Bob, 

Hope you are enjoying this wondeful weather that we are having! | have 
slipped alittle in my genealogy work, I've been vacationing. But have saved 
some vacation for work in the fall in Hattiesburg. Below is some information 
that may give a clue to James father? Also when James and Dorcas left 
Effingham. 

Joel 


-----Original Message----- 

From: Kristopher L Swinson [mailto:kswin@juno.com] 
Sent: Monday, August 09, 1999 3:39 PM 

To: Joel.L. Copeland@maf.nasa.gov 

Subject: Re: Ebenezer Record Book Lookup 


On 22 Dec 1998 13:59:17 -0600 JOEL COPELAND 
<Joel.L. Copeland@maf.nasa.gov> writes: 
> Hello, 


> | am working the COPELAND, that was inEffingham Co.,GA before 
>1800. 

> Any information on James Copeland, who received a headright land 
>grant 

> in 1790. would be appreciated. 

> Thank you, 

> Joel 


| was cleaning out my mailbox and rediscovered this email. My profuse 
apologies for taking so long. It looks like you may be dealing with a 
James Sr. and Jr. 


My information is from "Records of Effingham County, Georgia," Southern 
Historical Press, 1976 (rep. 1983) 


* first half of the book, p. 30 
[evidently shows up in court records, marriages, deeds, etc. -- | don't 
know which] 

Copeland--1791--"Mary, widow of James Copeland." 


| * second half of the book, p. 41 
JAMES COPELAND and wife Dorcas of Eff. Co., to WILLIAM JOHNSTON, planter, 
of same. Deed dated July 20, 1791, for 100 acres granted grantor July 
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Ancestry.com - 1850 United States Federal Census Page 1 of 1 
Search Results Provided By The No, 1 Source for Family History online ANC COP. 
' 

Database: 1850 United States Federal Census a? ae 

Name Home in 1850 Estimated Birth Place View 
(City, County, State) Birth Year Image 

Jesse Copeland Western Division, Chickasaw, abt 1801 Tennessee ee) 
MS 

Sarah Copeland Western Division, Chickasaw, abt 1802 Georgia ie 
MS 

James M Copeland Western Division, Chickasaw, abt 1834 ‘Mississippi ie 
MS 

Andrew J Copeland Western Division, Chickasaw, abt 1834 Mississippi ia 
MS 

Martha Copeland Western Division, Chickasaw, abt 1836 = Mississippi ups 
MS 

Franklin Copeland Western Division, Chickasaw, abt 1838 Mississippi ig 
MS 

Samantha Copeland Western Division, Chickasaw, abt 1840 Mississippi ee) 
MS 

Thomas B Copeland Western Division, Chickasaw, abt 1843 Mississippi ye 
MS 

Mary Copeland District 2, Claiborne, MS abt 1774 South Carolina Ee) 

Samuel J Copeland Fulton, Itawamba, MS abt 1816 South Carolina ge 

Lucy Copeland Fulton, Itawamba, MS abt 1827 North Carolina ee) 

Jepthah Copeland Fulton, Itawamba, MS abt 1847 = Michigan a 

Coleman Copeland Not Stated, Jasper, MS abt 1822 Massachusetts Be) 

Caroline Copeland Not Stated, Jasper, MS abt 1824 Massachusetts ig 

Susan Copeland Not Stated, Jasper, MS abt 1841 Massachusetts ig 

Elizabeth Copeland Not Stated, Jasper, MS abt 1843. Massachusetts igo 

Elia Copeland Not Stated, Jasper, MS abt 1844 Massachusetts ee) 

Ripley Copeland Not Stated, Jasper, MS abt 1846 Massachusetts if 

Caroline Frances Copeland Not Stated, Jasper, MS abt 1848 Massachusetts i”) 

James J Copeland Not Stated, Jasper, MS abt 1849 Massachusetts ie 

James Copeland Not Stated, Jasper, MS abt 1824 Mississippi igo 

Penina E Copeland Not Stated, Jasper, MS abt 1831 = Mississippi ipa 

Susan M Copeland Not Stated, Jasper, MS abt 1849 Mississippi igo 

R Copeland Beat 4, Leake, MS abt 1813 = Michigan ie 

William Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1817 Tennessee ee) 


Source Information: 
Ancestry.com. 1850 United States Federal Census [database online]. Provo, Utah: 


MyFamily.com, Inc., 2004. Original data: United States. 1850 United States Federal Census. 
M432, 1009 rolls. National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C. 
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1850 United States Federal Census 


Viewing records 26-50 of 68 matches for: 


% getting star 


Powered by Ancestry.com, The No. 


ted wthe library 


iS 


Page | of 3 


ily 


_ About this database 
‘©? 1850 United States Federal Census wi 
images of the original surviving population 
_ More information below 


Copeland 

« Global Search Results 

Name Home in 1850 Estimated 

(City, County ,State) Birth Year 

Hanah Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1824 
Isaac M Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1842 
Perry Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1843 
Stephen Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1845 
Mary T Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1847 
Lewis Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1839 
James Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1793 
Margaret Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1805 
Asa H Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1820 
Elizabeth Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1823 
John Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1842 
Margaret Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1844 
Eliza Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1846 
Mary Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1848 
Alexander Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1784 
Elizabeth Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1790 
Romelia Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1831 
Mary.J Copeland Not Stated, Lowndes, MS abt 1833 
Samuel H Copeland Western Division, Monroe, MS abt 1814 
Asa Copeland Not Stated, Pontotoc, MS abt 1832 
James W Copeland Not Stated, Pontotoc, MS abt 1826 
Elizabeth Copeland Not Stated, Pontotoc, MS abt 1826 
Sarah Copeland Not Stated, Pontotoc, MS abt 1845 
Nancy Copeland Not Stated, Pontotoc, MS abt 1848 
Naomi Copeland Not Stated, Pontotoc, MS abt 1846 


2 View printer-friendly 


| 
| 


First Name 


http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=Copeland&sx=&f23=MS&f3=&f4... 
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South Carolina 
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Mississippi 
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2/21/2005 


179 of 234 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Copeland #2 Family History 


Ancestry.com - 1850 United States Federal Census Page 1 of 3 


G 
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Powered by Ancestry.com, The No. 1 Source for Family History Online _ 


1850 United States Federal Census About this database 
Viewing records 51-68 of 68 matches for: © 1850 United States Federal Census wi 

images of the original surviving population 
Copeland More information below 


« Global Search Results 


Name Home in 1850 Estimated Birth Place 
(City, County,State) Birth Year 

C Copeland Northern Division District 4, abt 1811 Tennessee 
Tishomingo, MS 

Ary Copeland Northern Division District 4, abt 1811 Tennessee 
Tishomingo, MS 

John Copeland Northern Division District 4, abt 1832 Tennessee 
Tishomingo, MS 

Samuel Copeland Northern Division District 4, abt 1834 Tennessee 
Tishomingo, MS 

Francis Copeland Northern Division District 4, abt 1836 Tennessee 
Tishomingo, MS 

Elizabeth Copeland Northern Division District 4, abt 1837 Tennessee 
Tishomingo, MS 

Martha Copeland Northern Division District 4, abt 1839 Tennessee 
Tishomingo, MS 

Catharine Copeland Northern Division District 4, abt 1840 Tennessee 
Tishomingo, MS 

William Copeland Northern Division District 4, abt 1840 Tennessee 
Tishomingo, MS 

Jacob Copeland Northern Division District 4, abt 1846 Michigan 
Tishomingo, MS 

Lewis Copeland Northern Division District 4, abt 1848 Michigan 
Tishomingo, MS 

Sarah Copeland Northern Division District 4, abt 1849 Michigan 
Tishomingo, MS 

Anderson Copeland Not Stated, Washington, MS abt 1812 Tennessee 

Eliza V Copeland Not Stated, Washington, MS abt 1815 South Carolina 

Mary E Copeland Not Stated, Washington, MS abt 1839 Alabama 

JE Copeland Not Stated, Washington, MS abt 1839 Alabama 

W_H Copeland Not Stated, Washington, MS abt 1843 Mississippi 

Sarah ] Copeland Not Stated, Washington, MS abt 1845 Mississippi 


View printer-friendly 


Refine your search of the 1850 United States Federal Census 


Your search will only show records that match all of these fields: 


Copeland Exact 
First Name Last Name Spelling 
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Source Information: 


Ancestry.com. 1850 United States Federal Census [database online]. Provo, Utah: 


Ancestry.com - 1850 United States Federal Census Page 1 of 1 
Search Results Provided By The No. 1 Source for Family History Online  Ancesiny. COMM. 
Database: 1850 United States Federal Census ery a tase 
Name Home in 1850 Estimated Birth Place View 

(City,County,State) Birth Year Image 

William Beckham Not Stated, Coahoma, MS abt 1804 South Carolina gal 
Jane Beckham Not Stated, Coahoma, MS abt 1820 Tennessee Lge 
Benjamin T Beckham Not Stated, Coahoma, MS abt 1845 Tennessee ge 
FB Beckham Not Stated, Lawrence, MS abt 1829 South Carolina ge 
Philemon Beckham Eastern Division, Monroe, MS abt 1784 —_ North Carolina iP) 
Lucy | Beckham Eastern Division, Monroe, MS abt 1816 South Carolina ee) 
Ben T Beckham Eastern Division, Monroe, MS abt 1820 South Carolina EP) 

sephus Beckham Eastern Division, Monroe, MS abt 1842 Mississippi ga 
John Y Beckham Not Stated, Neshoba, MS abt 1820 Georgia Ee 
Susan Beckham Not Stated, Neshoba, MS abt 1830 South Carolina ee) 
Archibald Beckham Not Stated, Neshoba, MS abt 1841 Alabama ie 
Thomas Beckham Not Stated, Neshoba, MS abt 1843 Alabama je 
John Beckham Not Stated, Neshoba, MS abt 1845 Alabama La 
Frances Beckham Not Stated, Neshoba, MS abt 1848 Mississippi ee) 
Lewis B Beckham Not Stated, Noxubee, MS abt 1814 South Carolina gat 
Lavinia Beckham Not Stated, Noxubee, MS abt 1823 South Carolina igo 
William A Beckham Not Stated, Noxubee, MS abt 1841 Mississippi E*) 
Lewis Beckham Not Stated, Noxubee, MS abt 1845 Mississippi fe) 
Richard Beckham Not Stated, Noxubee, MS abt 1847 Mississippi ipo 
Dent Beckham Not Stated, Noxubee, MS abt 1849 Mississippi ie) 
LL Beckham Not Stated, Okibbeha, MS abt 1813 South Carolina ig 
Mary Beckham Not Stated, Okibbeha, MS abt 1818 North Carolina \@ 

onroe Beckham Not Stated, Okibbeha, MS abt 1839 _ Mississippi igo 
John Beckham Not Stated, Okibbeha, MS abt 1842 Mississippi ee) 
Joseph Beckham Not Stated, Okibbeha, MS abt 1849 _ Mississippi ie") 


MyFamily.com, Inc., 2004. Original data: United States. 1850 United States Federal Census. 


M432, 1009 rolls. National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C. 


<< Return to Results Screen 
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Ancestry.com - 1850 United States Federal Census Page 1 of 1 
Search Resuits Provided By The No, 1 Source for Family History Online Anceiry: COWT. 
Database: 1850 United States Federal Census Se a 
Name Home in 1850 Estimated Birth Place View 

(City, County State) Birth Year Image 
Mary Beckham Not Stated, Okibbeha, MS abt 1846 = Mississippi ee) 
Caswell Beckham Not Stated, Okibbeha, MS abt 1848 Mississippi ee 


Source Information: 


Ancestry.com. 1850 United States Federal Census [database online]. Provo, Utah: 
MyFamily.com, Inc., 2004. Original data: United States. 1850 United States Federal Census. 
M432, 1009 rolls. National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C. 
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jFamous Mississippi Outlaw’s 
~ Biography Comes to Light 

One of Feiv Known Copies of “Life. af Tage Copey 
oo wty|:* and,” by Sheriff Who Executed. Him, Has Been| 


fouse : 5 pees 
me is Told.~ 


MONDAY 


‘ste | 
sarge | 


units} Sold—Story of Career of Cri 


> was 
erce ve % 
110) - PAVETTE, Miss.,-’ May 27a 
» for fwery unusual transaction has tak- 
: vot-{¢" Place here i the sale of a 
pene the [book. few coples.’of' which | are 
e », 7. |Known''to be in: existence, © An 
‘ feral felderly rosident , of Fayette who 
iter- }Nas traveled over various -portions 
‘,000 [Of the state, during his three-score 
- the| years and ton, has had in his pos- 
ear- |Sessfoh the “Life of James Cope- 
: Sy “the |land”: for over 50 years and has 
ome Bot it to}recently sold the book to a Iead- 
yol- |ing citizen of the ‘state residing 
the ; near the capital city: . 
= The author of the volume was 
Dr. J. R. 8. Pitts, sheriff of Perry 
ID County at the:time of the execu- 
-“*ttion of South: Mississippi’s most 
ites 


companics have been 
search for, the money even 4s late 
as the early years of the ‘present 
century. | 

The charge 


on ‘jovhich 


4. Harvey ‘on July 4 


and, Jackson Pool 
Stoughton‘ were sent by" the: elder 
Wages to kill Harvey with 
promise of a $1,000 rewar 


noted outlaw, on Oct. 30,1857. A 
first edition of Cepeland’s life was 
published ‘by ‘Dr! Pitts the year 
‘jufter the. former’s exccution, but 
27.|was Himted in its circulation, and 
no- | tradition -has it that: alk known 
-in |copes were’ secured «‘by «persons 
J. | thought’ ‘to -be:-implicated in the 
ian }Copeland .clan' and destroyed. The 
“R. }vevised and enlarged: edition ‘was 
in-|published several years ‘later after 
ent |the close of the Civil War-and had 
fict |considerable . circulation,’ though 
on-/at the present time, 70 years after 
its appearance, it is very doubt- 
the}ful if half a dozen copies could 
init |be secured inthe whole state. 
hat James Copeland ‘was ‘born near 
tle-/the Pascagoula’ River in Jackson 
-as!County on Jan, 18; 1823, the ‘son 
Mec-|of Isham Copeland and Rebecca 
‘ar-} Wells Copeland. His father was 
“m-|@ farmer in easy’ circumstances, a 
Ad-}zood man, but “his mother seoms 
en-|to have encouraged ‘him in evit 
i ways. His first offense’ was. tak- 
thejing a knife belonging to a’ Mrs, 
the | Helveston—in the book: the name 
mm- lis spelled, Helverson—and his see- 
ne; |ond. was stealing’ with the help of 
Ad-|his brother, 15 pigs belonging to 
Cil- | Uncle .Gruft Helveston.:.:: He: was 
“FE. ) caught in ‘this’ attempt on’ hist 
ag: neighbor's pigs and indicted for 
her, 


citizens of. the Black. ana\ ‘Red 
Creek neighborhoods, Jackso: 
was killed and Harvey also, th’ 


thé latter lived 10 days. 


and Pool by Harvey and another) 
Man. Stoughton was. arrested later 
in Mobile and tried twice in Perry 
Coiinty, but died before’ the final 
settlement - of the.case. Thomas 
Copeland was taken sick and ro- 
turned. home. before ithe _ battle, 
which probably saved his life. John 
Copeland was tried after'the exe- 
ution of his brother but was ac- 
quitted.... we z 
James Copeland, with the others, 
returned to the home of the!elder 
Wages in Mobile. County,. Ala., and 
received the remainder of. the -re- 
ward. He was not arrested until 
sometime in the spring © of 1849. 
Having some difficulty with an 
Irishman named ‘Smith at a. gro- 
cery stove on Dog River, 12 miles 
from Mobile, he was‘stabbed by 
the latter and tracked by the blood 
and arrested. * : i 
‘-In order to escape the Mississip- 
pi courts Copeicnd pleaded guilty 
lo @ charge against him in Ala- 
bama and spent four. years in the 
Alabama penitentiary. at »Wetump- 
ka, Immediate 


larceny, The case: ‘was postponed 
from."tirne to time and finally in 
order to destroy the records Cope- 
land in company with . Gale’ Ft. 
Wages burned the Jackson County 
courthouse on Cedar Creek, about 
& mile from the. present :Salem 
campground. .°:" m 4 


In company with Wages he visits 


the, Wigwam in Mobile and ‘oins 


he was: tried... No reason is given 
for the ‘délay,.in the Sook: written 
by Dr, Pitts. .Partof. the time: he 
was.in jail at old Augusta, part of 
the: time “ at: Williamsburg,’ the 


MORNING, .M 


aot Kkriown. 


James hour lat 3 
Copeland was tried.’ convicted, and| oaths, ‘find the pelsoner guilty. fe oi 
executed was ‘the killing of: James| manner and form as se 

5.71848, at’ the| bill of didictment. sets Se Sel 
home of the latter, in Perry County, | new trial was me : by ators ie 
Miss, Harvey had previously. kilted| for: the .defense Me Byerley 
pur ees Cr ees ae pee eee antes hanging én Orts 

ute over a $40 te and a smal © ‘ } De" 

Eompany eeubetiie oF ulames Copeé-| 30, 1857, between the hours of id 
1 amd Sathuel| and 4.°: 


inted 
the] shortly afternoon on the appointed 
, half of} day in the presence of thousands of 
Which was paid in cash. In {the bat-| spectators, many of Shon ne (+) 
tle with Harvey and a nurnber of| more than a hundre! y 


Pool| is known, is the venerable John S.}. 
ough| Foster of George 


was kept. néarly: two years befdre | 


AY 28, 198. Pa 


a 


town of Derry County, @& 
miko and a half distant, from she 
preent thriving town of New EAS 
minha, on the opposite side of We af 
Inver, Only a few old ruins. mar 
tite place at, present, among them |; 
that ofthe ancient’ jail, whethcs ; 
the one in which Copeland * was). 
confined or a later bullding, — is}! 
Copeland pe ete. 

ed by Taylor and Wilborn, Ww. 
eaadsd insanity for their client, 
showing that there is nothing new 
under the sun, A lunacy commis- 
Sion owas and after i 


hous 


moved swiftly to the close, i 
vy yeturned theirs verdict, 24 
ter: “We, the jury,'on our 


events 
LUA 


- ‘Phe sentence was carried out 


The only living witness, so far as, 


County, Miss.; 
now past his 92d birthday. 


‘j00 miles. Whether any ‘ininister 
_ Mtended the . execution-_ isnot 
k town, but a picture in the book 
- ows one dressed in clerical garb. | 
ah So fell the curtain on south Mis- 
aif sippi’s most noted outlaw: 
oes ra a ae 1 ee 
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a. 
cy SBBAGK : 
| besgysntee 
‘ 
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Cc 
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county seat.of Covington,’ County, 
some 50 or more niilés distan’ 

was tried and ‘sentenced: to ath, 
but. -his. case was carried to-- the 
high court of errors and appeals 
just Beven days before the time for 
his execution.’ "He was taken to 
Jackson and remained two years 
in the state penitentiary waiting 
for the haaring of hig case, which 
Was finally reversed and remand- 
ed. Ale i ek 
The frial took place at the Sep- 
tember term of court. | Old . Aus 


the outlaw clah of which Gale 
Wagés is president; Charles Mc- 
Grath vice president, J. MeClain 
secretarv, Willlam Brown of Mobile 
tiler. Other, members present at 
the first meeting were John Eelva. 
Henry Sanford, Richard Cabel and 
Sampson Teapark, “vigilant’’. com- 
mittee. The clan had two other 
wmeeting places, ons at Old Wages, 
12 mites from Mobile, and thé other 
on Dog. River. On the first. raid 
after James Copeland joins the clan 
merchandise to thé value of $25.009 


is secured in Mobile and. sold in 
Porida,:.New.. Orleans‘ and : ‘other 
places, © Pg Aa ee K 
While in Florida Copeland steals 
& mulatto girl from & widow on. the 
Chattahoochee River and takes her 
det. promise to. make her his wife 
: ius} er" * Mobite-and New Orleans 
oo : DB the” Mississippl to. Bayou, Sara 
he} 224 sells her to 2 planter across the 
; | Tivery who was also a. member. of 
the clan, for $1,008. ‘hae ae 
2 Fifteen years later. “under tha 
‘shadow of. the gallows Copéland re- J 
srets that he did not make her Ifa} are/ 
wife and saya that it would liave iis th 
er-| been 2 more honorable thing than! 
‘ge|the carcer that brought him to 
ate | untimely death. ek ri 
do, His first murder is the poisorilng |. 
the | Of an overseer in Loulsiana, tollow- 
ate} ¢d, Shortly after by .the killing of 
an,|two Mexicans in Texas with the 
i help of Wages, then he kills an 
te- | Irishman by the name of O'Conner 


ite, | On the Mississipp! and: takes his 
boat. 


gusta, the place‘or his trial | and 
execution, was the. original ' cotirt- | 


— eee 
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a as >. 
the’ wigwam>,in- Movin. wa | 
the outlaw ‘clan ‘of which Galo 
Wages is president, Charles °Mes 
Grath vice president, J, McClain 
secretary, Willlam Brown of Mobile 
{iler, Other mombers Present at 
the first meeting were John Kelva, 
Henry Sanford, Richard Cabel and 
Sanipson ‘Teapark, “vigilant com- 
mittee. The clan had two other 
meeting places, one at Old Wages, 
12 miles from Mehile, and the other 
on Dog River. On the first raid 
after James Copeland joins the clan 
merchandise to the value of $25.00 
4s secured in Mobile and sold in 
Florida, New Orleans and other 
Places, I 
While in Florida Copeland steals 
® mulatto girl from a widow on the 
Chattahoochee River and takes her 


a oe ae 


under promise to make her his wife} 


byway,of Mobile and New Orleans 
up the Mississippi to Bayou Sara 
and sells her to a planter acroes the 
rivers who was also a member. of 
tho clan, for $1,000, - fe 4 
3 Fitteen years later. under tha 
shadow of the gallows Copéland re- | 
grets that he did not make her his} 
wife and says that it would have | 
been a more honorable thing than - 
the carcer that brought him to an 
untimely death. Sats 
His first murder is the poisoning 
of an overseer in Louisiana, follow- 
ed. shortly after. by .tie killing of 
two ‘Mexicans in Texas with the 
help of Wages, then he kills an 
Irishman by the name of O'Conner 
oan Mississippi. and takes. his 
Members ofthe clan travel 
through Louisiana, Texas, Arkiun- 
‘Sas. and as far as Ohio, stealing 
horses and slaves, the latter usual- 
ly coming willingly under promise 
of Ieing carriéd to a free state, 
MeGrath, second in coummand, pre- 
tends to be a predcher and actually 
holds revival services at various 
places. at which services his’ com- 
pénions: steal horses. negrovs gnd 
whatever they may find. The only 
Places 1entioned in the boox :s be- 
ing visited in Mississippi are Ltber- 
ty, Hoimesville, Columbja. Natchez, 
Vicksburg, Green Courthouse (how. 
Leakesville), Pascagoula, Baw st 
| Lou's, and an _extinet visage catted 
at that time Gainesville. 


A number of things helped to 
maké the name of Copeland well 
known in Southeast Mississippi. 
The clan was not originally known 
by the name of Copeland, though 
five brothers of that name were 
members, James, John, Thomas, 
Isham or Whinn, and Henry. At 
least all these were members of 
the reorganized clan after certain 
members of the. original group 
were found to be ‘traitors. ‘The 
long imprisonment of James Cope- 
land, he being oxécuted nearly. 10 
years after the killing of Harvey, 
his execution, attended by thou- 
sands of people, and the book writ- 
ten by Dr. Pitts on his life, helpea 


to make James Copeland the een- 


tral figure, which place he proo- 
ably never held, though he wa3 the 
leader of the group. sent to kill 
Harvey, for whose death James 
Copeland was executed and John 
Copeland tried-and acquitted. 

The search after the Copeland 
buried money has perhaps kent the 
name alive more than anything 
else. In November, ‘1843, the clan 
buried $30,000 in gold in three 
kegs in a dense swamp on Hamil- 
ton Creek, Mobile County, where 
it. remained for some time, after 
which it was removed to Catalioula 
swamp in Hancock County and 
buried again about a niile dnd a 
half,from the home of Gale Wages, 
whd had moved into ‘that neigh- 
borhood. A large pine! was 35 
yards to the.northeast and @ mag- 
nolia 10 yards southwesr. A dia- 
gram was made of the place in the 
mystic language of the clan and 
Jim Copeland rept one. perhaps 
the only oné, in possession. 
the Harvey battle, July, 1848, this 
Paper was lost and picked up by & 
resident of the community where 
the fight occurréd, accordinme,ta a 
story which he told. Dr. Pitts after 
the confessions of Jim Copeland 
were published 10 years later, Not 
being able-to read the paper and 
having no idea that it was the dia- 
Sram of the place where the money 
was burfed He showed it to friends 
In Mobile’ and allowed a& man 
named Cleaveland, whom Copeland 
named in the book as t member 
of the clan, to take the paper, {he 
latter ;sayine tliat it was of no. 
yaluer:. The supposition js that this 
man Cleaveland found the buried 
money as he became wealthy soon 
after this and lived in ease for thé 
rest of his life, a 


a 


” Citizens of Hancock County, after 
reading tha confessions, went to the 
plece and found everything as de- 
seribed, the pine and the megnolia, 
and everything else, with three 
empty and rotting kegs, shown to 
have been taken from the earth 
‘\some years before. This fact. was 
evidently not ‘Imown to the public 
‘Jor was mot believed for numerous 
WRG n'y 


hy 
om 4 a 


#0me 60 v6 ae. 

was’ tried and sentencog wy nc 
but hiv. casa was cartied to.’ the | 
jhigh court of errors and appeals 

just seven Mays before the time for 

his execution. He was taken to 

Jackson and remained two years 

in the state penitentiary walt{ng 

for the hearing of his case, whieh 

wate finally reversed and remand- 

ed, . 

The trial took piace at the Sep- 
tember term of court. Old A‘u- 
gusta, the place“of his trial and 
execution, was the origins! court- 

_——$—$—— 
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Copeland Hangs 


Augusta, October 1857 


After being stabbed in a fight 
and caught in a stakeout, James Cope- 
land was taken to Alabama where he 
remained in prison for four years. 

. After the four years he was trans- 
ferred under guard to Augusta to face 
trial; He was found guilty of many 
counts of murder, robbery, rustling, and 
others, . 

; Following the trial he was removed 
to the gallows near the jail and before - 

_ a inultitude of people who had come to - 

_ witness the trial and hanging, he was. 

. hung by the neck'untit dead... 

Thus ends the life of a notorious 
outlaw who has been in gunbattle after ; 
gun battle, looted.and rustled through- 
out the south. Many people are already’ : 
searching for -the buried loot, many, ° 

= claiming to know where much of it was : 
buried... Suewe da 


Ad 
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Copeland Gang. 
Rides Again 


Pascagoula, 1845. 


James © Copeland, 
/ Preacher McGrath and Gale Wages ha 
a shootout with members of the gang eae Y 
that had broken off to form their own “2. ©. >: 
parly.: ae ae Kia, ; 
This occured at their hideout be- 
tween Mobile and Pascagoula. Seven 
men were left dying when the shooting... 
stoped. Copeland-and his gang have” 
moved back across Mississippi. =..:~: 
: After killings, rustling and robber: 
‘ies in Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi 
Alabama and other places, the gang ‘* 
has returned to the coast. Several : 
mouths ago they had a shoot: out at~ > ~~. 
Brewsters Ferry and another at Merrill. 

They leave a trail of havoc and blood’. 
where ever they go: a 

Rewards are out all over the south 
for them, for the numerous crimes, -;..,. - 
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‘COURTESY E FOR ALL; FEAR FOR f 


PEI et eer Set: 


AISORANTON, “MISSIS SIPPI,; FRIDAY, JUNE ¥7, 1800. 


BETA WIGGLE ON: MY LAD. “Yes, dn you; but remember. .* SUFFEAGE cE Qt ESTION. 
f one thing—VI] have -your Jite for 
‘erplexin: 1 
this!” and trembling with anger A Ferpiexing eee for Alsstealppl we 
tile fallen bally walked sw | 2 
‘This ceeurred on Friday, andl The Great Bou Bouth, «2 a handsome, 
5 . when school opened on Monday spaper published in New York! 
Hustle around anit do your (here was a surprise in store for us. Cily, enunciates the true doctrine‘ 
To the, tovew'ér tn tiaybels $ - After we hid trosped into the !as iotlows: 
Rustle‘horo aud bustle thor ; Froom-the school-master rapped fory ©Ony of the Southern States: 


nd lazy, moping, wad ; 
Dou't’sit with # drowsy fuco. 


lo us for publ dition 
1. The merit of the béok 


astle, ristle, bust'o, pst. order. and turninggtu-Uarris, said: will make an effort to. sulve the ‘be: the «first, “considerati 
jlan't wand idly by j “It isseldom Tati gompelled to sultrage question this Fear We shuld not be too, conser 
n uid squeeze 5 reprimand one of myMurver schol-! Tallude to Miseissippi, whose Constr 1 to making cha 


urs, but. you haye broken one of tutional Convention. will meet in| Hs been ‘in the 


1 1 i i 
You'll get the deendes ia not a sufficie 


Swing yoarshoulders,braco your kuces. | the rules of this schovl, Mr. Harris, { August. Its way, or manner, of | © 
Don'ttivein atittleaen; 4 and unless you havoc suitable ex-| dealing with the question will be |*F its fe hat 
Don's gu: balfemarved. hungry, ould . ne you will haveyo be punish-) watched with interest in every par qa siakted th it 
(ah hich pons I? Harris, who waa Realed near}or the Union; aud should, the re- Jeriat “revision” foe? aan 
K dhades, ‘with and yeh ont: bold. thy siuorn ay, and the teaeher con sult prove aa ltelal ary we may ex- ‘Under'the likeratiernis.:t 
A 2 pect the resto he States -o} haat 

Santis Batak pace te jnmp if your shadow movon 5 1--wore recn.~to- enter this v inn, or it least these. of them | lishers will grunt for 
FOF Clothes for the boss.or nien, we If-the world won't go with you, Muilding through the window yee [having negro majorities, 10 | OF exchange, the” opp 
ica. Te will pay | Let ieslip invite old grooves; terday, What does that mean, sir @"! promptly rdopt the course’ thas | Should be embraced’ of. 
ngtations aro} Biike ont Wuld; try something new. | © Will Harris had been intently! opened to then ina pr ing dull and unteachable! 


6iv@, tho. dros 


‘acticul way. 


Gob a wiggle on, my lad; watching Ned Somers, and ax the} ‘The py is a perplexing the freshest, best-g-aded, 
Get a buntle co your tlk 5 latter ratsed the hel of his desk,!one, we know, but at the game, *!tuctive, and sie most 

Get w rustle an; go. mad reached Ins tvet vt a bound and | time we believe it can -be solved [books to be hnd—books 
Get w hustle on your wa shonted : or disposed of in a way to bring} und exemplying. thea 


theories andthe 
ods of the “new education 


“1 means revenge foran insult. | about a betterstate of alfaira than 
HE WAS ALL. BAD. | Death to one who hax diagraced | existat present All that is need: 1 
eee sae es me i‘ Fr x ae i ol anni the whites of Mises r 2. aio ane fo Stariés 

ats” tall BO anid 75 conta, a oY . “As the entire selool turned in} is a determination to go about the bes sia oat 
Thin Boe and Boys, 50. and 65 THE EARLY JUSTORY OF the direction indieated by the out-} work ina dlralgbUorimtd manner; | 10 even-handed justice 
te. | JOHN COPELAND, THE Larm they were frozen | regardless of the effect, whaleyer | UUs of our common com 
Fe for Saal ROBBER CHIEF. hterror at the sight whieh met! they may do, will have upon their [Cvidren and its vale Be 

", — yes, ropresuntation in Congress and AN nes fo old . st not 'b 

ANKLE TINKLE? .| Hlectoral Cotlege. ‘They have the Line sheio| so wane 
privilege of alopting an edoca- Fandemg nuit, ine ale 
ional text, a poll tax test, any ‘sort the Wn ue ren i he 3 
of leat except a color text; and e Wy ar Del ween he: S18 


this privilege they should exercise wic ked rebellion; and. 
fearlessly and with the paramount President of the Confedr 


40, 73 nnd 90 conta, 
t Ovorshirte, 25, 50 and 75 conte, Tiesdny even 
Eretich Flunoal Overshirts, 7 conts, jing, suys a Air Mount correspond 
eat of thes Memphis Commercint, hei 
anold gentlemen, 
with full fourscore 


“TINKLE! 
For some moments past all had 
1othe peciliar rattle, and as 
aged at young Somers, real 
s dreadful import. 
“Ned was lifling his desk lid, 


at Low Cash Prices. rary EF Mere, 


os: and evidently from the rural dis- end in view, the placing of i 
! A és 4 placing of their i 
‘Quen on Lain, axp staan, tricts, climbed into Yie coach and aut nil ee sie hidlewsin peas State ina condition in whiek it nis Serre 
2.Fail Hiniali Bat How, 15 conte, ; dropped into a aut iomediately in jUl * huge pale eee eles for) Vall be entirely sate from all dan. |e dilferences between 
# Fall Fintshod Black hose, Ladien' ! front of your corres; oudent, Pe ett e Wend of ann Lgerot a negro majcrity in the fu- 01 Southern statesmen 


ck pees eee pair warranted of) One at his first acly was to buy hack, aun befor 
ley refan tod, 25 coutn, y of % oi fing could be uttered, there war a 
tate uno, in Black aml Colors, $8 COPY of the Commercial, and as Spay 

. : Pe j then, after fixing himsell comfort Mash ol spotted y quickly fol 
Pelbiiea ttase, full Nutshod. $106, /ahly in his seat, he began the je. [lowed bv a cry of pain, The death 
vA0-coute por pair. rucal of ita news columns. ‘Ten dealing fangs were fastened in the 


constitutional questions + 
inculeated, and the honee 
tnasses on both sides s 
Ireely conceded... 
Independent. 4 


ture. 

As tho world knows, negro suf: 
fra has proved a great hindrance 
to Southern progress. The evil it 
has done that section is inealeu- 


7 4 Y o ‘ ches y " 
UChildron's extra longths, 8 to 9, 10, mluutes hater he uttered a low ery ona ' ii elied k, sun ie uely lable, It hax Kept loreigt eapital should be encotraged, an 
# Black Linlo, 6) to 7.05 of surprise and the paper jwas | 2OdV THIN TURE PERSE Wh the . oles that would alsorb t 


atic yay Ur il, an 
fable away Teo: ty and school book trade shoul 


no favors, A great. Tro 
destroy competition, and 


es Ate Stand dae 

t#-Hosn, InNolids and Strives, 4toS.) eagerly drawn nearer the feeble awillness of thought he seized the ae " 
#:Fall Fivishod Ribbed How, 7 t0 8," eyes, 2, ©A robber chiefs money,” | *atirming reptite and hurled it to pe aa , ee at coples 
ve 12¢ counts per pair. . . Ibe muttered ntond, and then it be- the floor. Another Mach of the | fem seeking investments m_ its 
) He home enterprises, nnd his driven 


vel rid body. Thesn ake e had leap: 


re ‘ n s - é the mussos to enrich t 
argest and Best Assorted, ee ene satu " A ae hoes ay et Une holders If gnce-we pe 
38 Each. *’, Conchita, ingvhich a briet eketeh | buried an Ned's right-arm, 4 TRG POLE Y SFY IS DcSLES FED. Tp aad to gel hossession of 
Si : : at the life AL Maia Tal austen s ne the hody with leit hand | dered pre y insecure and kept fithe State; Mississippi, 
persia; =~, | Copel the Tauiota. ania lie U from fis hol and raised eats ees ann, would! be driven 
i Tits ee , | school book -publishin, 
onl Yext only 10 cinta. « chiel. Wis given, vs SMDNE I gad Instead of being # help to. the ne. |8choo! Boalt -publlsiiog 
inet AlLvod Vesta in seripes, 20; The first thing he was known | More ero whom it wes designed-expeci- |!" order to freo: herself 


wve Molen wasa pocket-knife THOSE DEADLY FANGS ally to benefit, it has proven an fn- vlutches of the’ Trust. .j 


eLtles Viet Wot ceitts, poly! 50 " and Iriends of education s 


Oo 
Of:the Barlow pattern.” he rend, sank inte the white ‘flesh, bat jury to bins, asit has placed him.in 


CFs Jag Rérined Yewts.60 venta, food fi his white bend (heeding it not, he walked to the a f jy) { sist (he Trastin schoory. 
Sieveh Lull, Bhtet, 60 conts. 8.2 ifngein ard asain ax he grumbled : window and hurled the still iba atc emit nee white ag an ag much, zeal'..as ,cur 
SB any, Rixlp varantocd, “Bight! Right! but (hey have | squirming snake into the outer air, rejudices. Mud the right to vot manilest-in tI ppasiti 
not gotat nll? Then came a hideous lush of ver eer agen he Bizeingtrus: ‘amie 
Lica few minutes he started per. triumph ous Will Elarris sprang |yrould be infinitely better ‘ofl, far|o™ education: 3° pra 


fibly and grew a liftle excited | through the open door and quick- than to:make a corner: '¢ 
ess rack this paragraph :| ly disappeared, As the villian 
rolled withone of Mur- | dartee away Il Somers tottered, 
es, however, ona little {reeled and fell. Tho school was 
.{ stream, north of where the town ]in an uproar, but reali 
“of Water Valley now elands and hal occurred, the teact: 
id ain the affairenied in the death of the al man by the arm and 
conte, Ywlio had provoked his angen” shante : lites t 
Then. the od man lnjdl clown ts “Go for asdoclar! run as you onder of thitige thus esliblished. 
i ne pn No one xcquainted willy the South 
Paper and —amumbled—in a half} never ran before!” ‘Chen spring-| snd the condition of, affairs ‘which | 24 
h whisper, evilently talking to him- [ing beside ithe fast dying boy, he exist there willdispute, we ies! 
tell’, ns the, old people. generally began J ving curds aronnd the arms | tiers! All" of them, fi 
: : rere ANS woundaal the same] venawledged afd ‘apy 
ze r 
run: ene “For God's sale; some one suc! ‘k right th nie opt 
hyt~Thex | the poison fom tial wound iy The 
hous, appears do! cheek |”. Tih Gh f. 
yd’ Dil soon be ohn Coneland “staggered. for-] 
falling oushis knees, 
eit Tell me iemavapa eB | eid li will Be 1 
aiei taetii ( applied h ais the place from tai Feats before’ it Wa 
Mestad AA vuiee dgAllY | whieh triekled : Simla Misdesinnt 


We lent de Wie aw 


happier, and more contented (han 
he is to-day. If takon,from him 
ow Ly sullrage tests like thesa we 


mention, theold feeling of friend: for: ithe d. anecilatos. 


ship between him and the white 
rould return j he’ avould be ae 


the chief Beneficiary of the new 


bi tot Lowour, 
open back, 


" 
‘to! distrinig 
*Consumnmniileds en 


ment." 


i cue 
ait we 


187 of 234 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Copeland #2 Family History 


‘Amory Station, “Tuesday, even- 
‘xn Ait. Mount critrespond. 
thes Mem} Commereiat, 
aniold :gentlemen, weighed. down 
with full four'score years er nrore, 
aud evidently ‘from the..rital dis- 
imbed inte the each: and 
conte arog sped inti a aé mediately. in 
Sysitiow! front: of your corréspondent, 
aay eaten a Pale w erated: OF)” One of “tia Alral wel was ‘a buy 
copy. 0 1e ‘ommercia an 
iat Je pack yalter fixing himsell comfort- 
in, his se. he began the pe- 
ruaal of ita news colymmns. Ten 
jminutes Iater he uttered a low cry 
zi surprise and the paper .was 
leagerly drawn jnearer. the feeble 
yes. SA robber chiefs money,” 
eo muttered sleud, and then it be- 
hme ev pt that he was devour 
gest and | est Assorted, ing the Commercial’s special from 
Each. Coach uta, ingvhich a briet xketeh 
y othe: life and doings of det 
DERSHIRT: 


By 
Copeland, the famous outlaw 

“Vert onty 10 conta. We given, we 
Fancy Ribbed, Vests in 1 8ttl peas 20 


@ first thing he 
Lie via ; on BS cca aigal ive stolen was 
ps aad Rabat a 
ie Nirined: Verte. 50 rents, 
Bully. Bhirt..60 cents. @ 
dou uairantecd, | 


Black Lls, le Oh to:7-25 eouts, 
‘Hoan, In-Holide and Bt dito 

tal Thole ‘Ribbet. luv, 7 to 8, 
(2p couta per pair 8 ed 


Bae 


1S ue a 
k 


; 


fas he a ded: 
ht! but (hey ha 
hot gotat all.” 
Lia few minutes he started per 
bly and grew a little excited 
s rock this paragraph: 
rrelled withone of Mur. 
reP’s favorites, however, on a little 
stream, north of where the town 
of Water Valley now etands and 
he affair ended im the death of the 
maw who had provoked his ar 
Then the old man nid down the 
Paper and mumbled in a hall 
whisper, evidently talking fo him- 
‘self, ws the old people generally 


Aetna A Ee, Sa u 
fickid ght best a 
‘| “YES, JONN KILLED ITM 5 
JOFing Sbut—they—dowt-say—why {They 
don’t knowl Nobodis appears to 
know, except inc,aud Dil soon be 
gone.” 
“You will tell me, grandpa? B 
“| half: questioned inin voice equally. 
| ax low. as his own, 
: “why, of couree,” Re. auswercd, 
ante varie! not iar the least startled by my in- 
= “Toftiacas petal! 
*?—nots all Dad; and would hav 
wders sent to Us WIIl're- | been lower than abrate had he not 
IRioMps ana careful at} killed the-taan. I'would have kill- 


vital, 
20 to°S5 cents 


him=aiy badywonld hive Wled 
hims vel they- didn’t say why! 
"| But then: the paper didn’t know,” 
“| he concluded plaintive! 
“Tell’'me all about 4 
inwtated? +? '!- 
* SJohne.-Gopeland. was . fifteen 
When it- happened, and 
of the brightest young 
fellown' Hi the ‘dixtiict ‘xehool tn 
we were all going, One af: 
ternoon,, Wall Harris, the bully of 
the rchool, who had ruled with an 
fron hand Tor several ears, accuy- 
Copeland of 
John denied it, 
but when Hargda euddenly knock: 
ed his hat frum fix head ihe ber- 
Voy fol tee Dben Will, who was, 
mi discover, one uf 
Ietive and cruel- 


I quietly 


me Pat: 


al 


having! 


ECG er etter car 
reached Insteel-wt abound and 
shinted “tostene 
sfevenge for an trieul 
Denth to one ‘wha has, diszrac 


| 


“As (he-entire “relioat’ turned in 
the direction indicated by the ont. 
fretched arm they were: frozen 
with terror at the sight which met 
their eves. 

STINKLE! TINKLE | TINKLY * 

For rome> inoments_ past nl had 
heard the pectiliar rattle, and as 
they gazed at young Somers, real- 
tsdrendful import, 
Ned was Jifling his desk lid, 
and-all efild see the hideans body 
of a hige rattle snakecoiled for 
striking. ‘Then, as the lid sprung 
back, and befere a word of warn- 
ing could. be uttered, there war a 
Mush of spatted yellow quickly fol- 
lowed by a ery of pain, The death- 
were [n-tened in the 
young man’s cheek, and the ugly 
body Tay on his breast, With the 
swillness of thought he seized the 
equirming reptile. und hurled it to 
the floor, Another flach of the 
yellow body. The snake had leap- 
nd its herrible fangs 

ied iu Ned's right arm, 
the hody with hus left 


Seizir 

he tore it from ats hold and r: ni) 
it high above his head. Once 
moro 

THO-E DEADLY FANOS 

sank into the, white ‘flesh, Gat 
heeding it not, he walked to the 
window and hurled 


the still 
squirming snake into the outer ¢ 
“Then came a hideous lau 
triumph as Wil) Harris sprang 
tru the open door and quick= 


oAs the viliian 
il Somers tottered, 
wd fell. The 
in anuproar, but reali 


had occurred, the teacher caugit 
a young ian by the arm and 
shouted :. 

“Go for a doctar! run as you 
never ran before !? ‘Chen spring: 
ing beside the fast dying bey, he 
began tying cords aronnd tie arms 
above the two woundaal the same 
tin aying t 

“For God's sake, some ene suck 


Lag well ag hy 


one, Wo Knew, vUl at Lug babe 
time we belieye it cnnibe a 
oF disposed “Of in W-way 16 bi 
about a bel ler’stale of: uffaird 1 
exist at present:) Ail that ianeed- 
ud among'the whites of Mississippi 
isa determination to go about-the' 
work ina straightiorward manner; 
regardless of the effect, whatever: 
they may do, will have upon their 
representation in’ Congress’ and 
.| Electoral Coilege. ‘They: have,the 
privilege of- adopting an edocae 
ional test, a poll tax test, arn 
ef test except a color text; 
this privilege they should exer 6e 
H fearlessly and with the paramount 
end in view, the placing of ‘their 
Slate ina. condition in which it 
will be entirely safe from all dan- 
ger of a negro majcrity in the fu- 
lure. 

Aa the world knows, negro suf- 
frage has proved a great hindrance 
to Southern progress. The evil it 
has done that section is incaleu- 
lable. It has kept loroigi capital 
and imigration away trom it, and 
has prevented ats home capital 
from seek investments m_ ita 
home enterprises, and has driven 
many of its people te other parts” 
of the country. It has beside ren- 
dered property insecure and kept 
the entire South in a condition of 
unrest, anxidly and apprehension: 
Instead of being # help to the ne- 
gro whom il was desizned especi- 
ally to benefit, it has proven an in- 
jury to hin, as it has pluced him in 
mntaenism to the white man and 
quickened and intensified race 


Beograpliten: ined ee 
do even-handed justice, tt 
lions of our conmon cou 
children‘nnd: tte rising gen. 
of negroes ‘howl: “thot? 


pe 
hat, slave: 
f the: Devi 


t the: War bet wéenthesStnte: 


wieked rebellionj and th 
President of the _( Confedlors 
ils famous. ge! dea } 
hangman’s'rope., ‘Tho’ ren 
the differences, between: Nu 
and Southern etatesmen:o 
constitutional questions aly 
inculeated;-qnd side 
tnasses ‘on:“both sides 
{reely conceded. 

8. Independen “pul 
‘should be eneotraged, and : 
ohes that wonld a sorb the 
school book trade should 
nofavors, A great. Trost 
destroy competition, and t! 
the masses to° enrich the 
holders. If once-+we pern 
‘Trust lo get possession of th 
int the. State, Mississippi, il 
aha, woulf\! be driven ii 
school book -publishing~b 
in order to frea herself in 
elutches of the’ Trust. Ka 
and friends of education sh: 
sist the ‘Trust “in schoal Boo 
aa much zeal’ .as cur .Al 
manifestdn their apposition 


prejudices. Had the right to vote 
never been given the negro he]: 
jvould be infinitely better off, far 
happier, and wore contented than 
he ts to-day. If taken.from him 
now by suffrage tests like these we 
mention, the.old feeling of frlend: 
ship between him andthe while 
man would retu he aould be 
the chief Geneficiary of the new 
order of things thus established, 
No one xcquainted with the South 
and the condition of affairs which 
exist there willdispute any of these 
facts. All of them, indeed, are 
acknowledged and’ apprecinted hy 
right thinking people in the North, 
y—the..people.- 


the poi-on from Unat wound ia (he 
cheek !” 

John Coneland ‘staggered for- 
ward, and, falling -on, his knees, 
applied his lips to the place from 
which trickled 

“A TINY STREAM OF BLOOD.” 

“But it was aselese, Bitren ir 
three different -places, the deadly 
poisontad pervaded ‘the | whole 
system. Ned -Somers w ag }dead 
before the physicians urnvel. It 
war the deed of a demon, and had 
Wl Ha crix toen—Tound—-py-the 
stern, Wlaté-taced” tien who ap 
peared athis deserted home-that 
t he wontd have ‘been tied to 
astove and buarned.: John Cope- 
land realized that he was the indi- 
rect causa of Ned’stdeath and 
when he left home E: knew it was 
to follow and kill-Harris, 

TUE BODY FUUND IN THE ORKEK" 
above Water Valley’ was:-that‘of 
Wilt Harris, andthe ‘man ‘who 
killed him was not at nl bad—not 
all bad?” 

Here we reached u station, and 
as my sirange companion arose, 

th abig square looking valive in 
hia hand, E noticed that he did nat 

oll as before. When he 


reached the“ground the wrinkles 
had disappeared froin his face and 
bin form was aa straight as an ar- 
row. Aacthe train inoved off I 
sawa prominent merchant abak- 
tng hands with my oll trtend,- end 


‘Tine Peace 


South, There will therefor 
risk in resorting to disfrari 
ment. Consummuted, the wonder 
will be why it'was not resorted to 
ten years before it was, 
Should , Mississippi adopt “this 
course in August, which it is confi- 
dont! expected she will, Alabamn 
and Louniana and Arkansas will 
speedily “follow suit, and~ soci 
thereafter all the States of the 
South that have black majorities’ 
will be in line. There will be im. 
ement-atonce in’ erery-dirce-- 
Real éstaté arid ‘property of 
all kinds will iveréase tn values 
new enterprises will ‘start up,.. 
sense of reenrity will bee exper 
enced, for the first time in thirt 
years, by all classer, and the South, 
will epter upon anew era of gerin- 
snd pernjanent Prager: 


ily. <td e oeP nt 
“There 18 more troth than’ Sctry 
in the following, from an exc: hinges’ 
"A casual Slanee al a newspaper | 
will show a ist of men.who helped’ 
to build upthe-town, If you see 
a good-sized, live advertisement-in 
the paper by each of tho principal | c 
merchants, and a card’ stom each 
Of the small ones, you need nol en" 
qure aston the prosperity’ of: the 
town—it’s soli@s But il you find 
the moat extensive merchants not 
advertising their business, then 
you set it down ana {ack that (hose 


heard him sny “Good creutng, Mr. 
Matharon” rue 


it FIrettneeer retentions pars Gied Cone has’ 


Powe, Wal., frani the 


F mwetohk ph 


who da try tp push’ (heir, buaigess 
and the tawn with ite latereeie | 


ey all the year Pifodied ys 


ative ae 


the | shrew fn: egy reid 


A triotic teacher and lover. ot 


on_the' b: 


-or happiness: ‘would be fall 


Bagging 'Trust.-To make a 
‘on education fa a graver 
than to make a corner_on 
for the latter speculates: 
fur the body while the 
er’ would’ speculate o 
for the intellect” and sm 
a monopoly, in control of th 
markets of the world) won 
the people on tainted and d 
meat, so a: munppoly. of :the 
hook trade would feed: the 
of the land on-inferior- end 
literature. ~The ‘expose’ « 
Seliool Book; Trust “by uthe 
World, which was, copied.y 
Mississippi Teacher of April, 


tion an the Staley if 


Gov.' Tarusi's Drea 
‘oing (he rounds 3 ;“Qoys: 
Taytor, of Jennesse 
weary of the cares of State 
lonk eagerly'toward his-retir 
lo privaly lifeui8peaking'4! 
er day. .ab., Chattangogs, he 
“When a mere: boy on tl 
Ks of | the" Wa An 
L.used: haur-otea: 
ly to sit under (he -sycamar 
and drearh ofthe futureeE tl - 
that i£-I could get off, the far 
the city, andjbe.a lawyer, i 


tothe ‘eins Yeatndd a’ fot 
plirasee'and'my —_ 


vy 


the. stonteat Stale imine Uni 
Soa a * happiness, we 


gled et 
the. country, and: hate 
high pronagle, dn 
ae We Ray 
ol hi 

undet the éhi 
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ka bbb irb.bucy., whe 


tablet per- 


} 1 man Inkl down 
Pager, and amumbled- ian hall 
whirper, evhlently talking to him 

ag hell, we the ould people generally 
{ean Orie ee er x 
d 


Adi) “yes 2008 KILLRD HEI 


Nohoiy appesrato 
1 we 6 and Dl roon be 
A rs 4 apa pROM 
q drnbhe Avie baten 9 aL fis Ab You will tell me, grindpar 
Q sey Wy half questioned: inn yuics equally 
onan tet P dslow ae hinowns 20° 
378 oontds-yhrds siveit |! “Why. ofcouree,” he ayawered, 
£854.40) bY und 73 conta w yarte| Not fir the Jennt wturtied by my in. 
z meres. @-pattorne;-terruption.“Johu wad val all bad 
ipal£actanl-valnes? Pr: T "7 nots all bud, and wold have 
‘ders'sent to Us Will res been [ower than a brute had he nat 
qompt and, cereful at-} killed the inan. I would nave kill. 
We ‘Jed: hinesyou would have ktlled 
him=anyhody~wonld hive killed 
him; yet they: didnt say why! 
But then: the paper didn’t know,” 
he concluded plaintivel, 
“Tellme al about 
inpinieds o's tr 
PP]t Jahns. Copeland. waa fifioon 
AT Sears old whea it happened, and 
niet} Was Ono of the brightest young 
fellows’ fi the ‘distaict ‘xchool to 
which we were all going, One aly 
“| ternoon, Wall Harris, the bully of 
the echool, who had ruled with an 
"| irou-hand for several years,’ accu’ 
emery KL, VAIN D having 
“Law, /#olen his) Rnile 


pure al, 


ve 
at," quietly 


wh yt Ther 4 


} okeon avd 
‘alao attend to. ax- 
thé th Finbut of 

ntion given to Teg 

towns a] the’ Mis. 

egies. Fir A 


Ty J 
down. across 


Fa 
wher ta 


i pearance: ink bw 


PYM aig mabe Mi Le urce ante 
+The came a hideous lanch of 
irfiimph,.as Will flarris sprang 
tha: 


prejudices... Mad the right ta ypte 
nerer been given the negrd he 
ould be infinilely bettér uff, 


he ts to-day. If taken ftom, hi 
w Ly suffrage tests like these 
lion, the old feeling of frtewd: 
p between him ghe white 
man would return as he would be 
the chief Beneficiary of the new 
onler ot belly 3) aud established, 
vo one acquainted with the Sout 
never ran before!? Than spring: | sna the comit or pels enich 
ing beside the fant dying ter, bet ecist there will diapute any of these 
hogan Ivinz curds arunnd tive armen) ( AM of them, Indeed, are 
slave the tao wounddat ine same | acknastedged and appreciated hy 
Mbe sare ! right thinking people in the Narth, 
Fur God's sake, some one suck well as Ly tha peaplaof ihe, 
Me V01-0n from Uial wound id the 7 wth, Thers will therefore be no 
cheok I Jruck In resorting to dlefranchitso- 
John Copeland staggered lr | inent, Consummated, the wonder 
ward, ands falling on lia kucest sit Lo ahr it wae not resorted to 
ten rears befor | 5 
fe “4 Styould Miaates alopt this 
4 TINY STREAM OF BLOUr Yeenren In August, which itis conf: 
“But it wan mselen, Mitten it ldonit expected eho will, Alabamon 
threo different plaeoa tho Heals | anil auiedava and Arkanens will 
pown hal pervaded the «hotel aseedily follow aulf, and Koon 
svatem, Nod Hemera wae dew | thereafter all tho Stuler of the 
beforo the physielana arrived WM sauth that have black usjuritles 
" ademon, anilhad| will be tn ine. Thero will bo (mn 
In idem found py the! prirementoxt once tn overy iirc: 
stern, whotetace! men who ap {tion. Heel estate and Property of 
peared allia deserted home that! all kinda will Jucrease In values 
night ho would tayn been tied to] now entorprisue will atart up, 
antove aul bared. John Cope | yonse of ecenrtly will be export: 
land realized that he waa the indis! enced, forthe tirat time In thirty 
rect cause of Ned’avdeath and | yoare, by all clansce, and the South 
when he left home TL Rnew it went will coter upon anew ern of gonn 
to follaw and kill Harris, ‘Jin peace and permanont prosper 
TUK BODY FuUXD IN TUR OREKK ” fity, 
above Water Valley was that of ee 
here im more troth than poetry 


Will Harrin, and tho‘ man who 
killed bin was not at all bad—not | inthe following, from an exchange: 
all bad!” “A casual lanes ala newspaper 
will show a fixt of men.who helped 
to build upthe town, If you sco 
a cood-xized, live advertisement:in 


younz man by the arm and 
wed 2. ‘ 
“Gu for a-doctar! min ae vou 


apiliod Hin Lipo te the prece tre | 


which trickled 


Here we reached a station, and 
as MY sBlrange companion: arose, 
with a big square looking ualize in 


the paper by ench ol tho principal 
merehants,and a-card from en: 
ar the small ones, you need nal e 
qure as to the | proxperity’‘of: the 
town—it'a solif?Butif you find 
tho most extensive. merchants not 
advertising their” business, Ihien 
you set it down asa fact that those 
who da try tp push’ (heir, business 
‘qand the town with its interests, 
have a hard @ and ‘an’ uphill 
journey air‘ round, 


e factory: nt New 

has‘ just ‘nidde ‘pair'o! 
shoes for-ar Charlotte; -NaQe: 
They isre the bigzest ones 
rmadey. ee aise is:.No. 85. 
shog18 20. inches 
dinches,wide. ‘I'he 


hia hand, [ noticed that he did nat 
look ‘an old as before. Whiet-he 
reached the’ ground the wriikles 
had. disappeared from hits fate and 
his form was aa rtraight: aan or.’ 
row, 'As‘the train inoved' off I 
saw a-prominent merchant shak: 


ilid-ot seventeen years died 
al:Pomona, ‘Cal, fromthe 
He wits: 


sintio. chole: 


pounds, and. 1 


hed 


rhe peop! 


| Stconigi 


the.,al 


happier, ent more contented (han u 


m 


e 
for 2! ait 

a mona: n control. of, I 
miarketrorthe sock nl 
the penple on tainfed ani di 
moat, 80 tinonnpoly, of ithe’: 
hook trade; would fqadtyti 

of the land oa [nfgrlor-endh 
literature,’ expote'’'d 


World, which waa, coud 
Miasixafppi Toicker of Koel 
are 


(ov.’ Tarudr’s ‘Darian 
gilen the rounds 
raylor, of Lennessee, 
weury of tho cares o 
tom eheorly lowarg his 
lo privaty Hew Bpoakin 
day ab, Chultpogogn jhe 
Whonn mere poy otf the 
on the banks of the’ Wataiga 
ised (0 stonl an hove.ocoae 
ly to witunder the -rycamare 
nnd dreath ofthe future th 
that at J ould xeb off (he fara 
the cily, and bo.a Jawyer, 
of happiness ean be aited 
$0' the cdty, Teufned’ a! fae 
phrases and my ambition 
ko Into pobtics, My peoph 
ve ke 
jersat m 
entti Wii 
tho-grentest State inthe Unie 
I thoughtimy happiness, win 
complete. , For, wo. ory 
chief exeguttve.~ - mal 
have been ' 
gled with-th: 
the. country, and- hate: 
high prnnagle,,ip, paliticss 
say to you alter.a-carglul.r 
of Jlfe past l #4; ‘h ‘to rest tne 
undet the shadow-of 


Sino 
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Gopelana gang spread its own 
brand of terror in the mid-1800s 


>'Much of present-day 
downtown Mobile was 
torched ‘by this band 
in 1839 | 

7 


By DOLORES ARDOYNO 
Correspondent : ‘ . 


ICOPELAND BAYOU — Rain 
arld heavy clouds turn it dismal, 


almost threatening; sunshine - 


adds little friendliness to the 
dark: strip of ,water. crowded by 
sHell banks holding thick 
growths of oak and cedar. ; 

‘It is not a place to relish in 
solitude. Perhaps its name exag- 
gerates the sensation. 

In the 1830s and ‘40s, Cope- 
land was a name to chill the 
blood from Mobile to Texas and 
north to the Great Lakes. 

‘Mobile was headquarters, but 
Copeland Bayou on. the French 
Coast was believed to be the 
hideout for the “oath-bound so- 
ciety of plunder,” as Register ed- 
itor Erwin Craighead called it. 


James Copeland, born in 1823 
near Pascagoula River, was a 
precocious criminal. At 10 he 
stole a penknife, at 15 a neigh- 
bor's pigs. That crime was never 
tried because he burned down 
the courthouse, destroying all 
evidence, a feat that got him into 
the Wages Gang, later the Cope- 
land Gang, in time for the 1839 
looting and burning of Mobile. 

The gang had such ties in the 
city that the watchman tipped 


“them off to the best sites, stood 


watch for them and provided 
two wagons and horses to cart 
the loot to riverfront boats and 
barges. As firemen battled the 
blaze, they escaped downriver 
with the booty. 

In “Life and Confession of 
James Copeland,” told to his jail- 
er, the gangster sets Oct. 7, 1839, 
as the date, claiming a great part 
of Mobile burned, and over 200 


people were left homeless, Histo-. 


ry does record two fires on con- 


- secutive nights that year, which 


destroyed the business section 
from Royal and Government to 
Dauphin and Hamilton where 


“SUBURBAN 


A Mobile Press Register Inc. Weekly Newspaper 
EDITORIAL OFFICE 


304 Government St., Mobile, P.O. Box 2488, Mobile, Ala. 
36652-2488. Phone 433-1551, Ext. 609, 619, 620 or 621. Fax 
number 434-8662 or 653-8014 for Tillman’s Corner office. 
Steve Mitchell, Regional Editor 

Charles Croft, Assistant Regional Editor 

‘Mark R. Kent, Editor of Weekly Publications 

‘Chuck Tallman, Mobile County Zoned Advertising Manager 
‘Michelle Rolls, Regional News Staffer 

‘Donna Betbeze, Advertising Sales 

Published each Thursday with The Mobile Register and The 


gunpowder halted it. 

Those first crimes set the 
agenda — stealing livestock, 
horses and slaves; burning and 
looting farms, towns or boats; an 
additional stab at counterfeiting, 
with murder always the accesso- 
ry of choice. 

“I never believed in leaving 
any living witness behind to tell 
what I had done, if there was 
any way to prevent it. Two per- 
sons were enough to keep a se- 
cret, and it was safest if one of 
them was dead,” Copeland ex- 
plained. 


Money poured in and back - 


out, except for the fortunes bur- 
ied. Folklore tells of many in var- 
ious sizes. The most famous, the 
$30,000 that nudged along his 
demise, Copeland himself told 
about. 

Three strong kegs were made 
in Mobile, well iron hooped, and 
each packed with $10,000 in 
gold. 

Crevices were filled with 
clean, white sand, the kegs given 
three coats of paint and buried 
at Hamilton’s Creek. Later they 
were moved to the Catahoula 
Swamp in Hancock County, Miss. 

Copeland never dug them up. 
He lost his map while dodging 
bullets after killing James A. Har- 
vey, his last murder. Captured, 
he spent four years in Alabama’s 
penitentiary for larceny. Missis- 
sippi held him four more for the 
same crime and then. on Oct. 30. 


® Old Oak Trees 
e Fragrant Magnolias 


Hardwood floors with modern conveniences 
1 & 2 Bedrooms ¢ Pool 


1857, hanged him for the mur- 
der. 

Sheriff J.R.S. Pitts, who pub- 
lished Copeland's confession 10 
years after the fact, was prompt- 
ly sued for libel by prominent 
Mobilians, had his books bought 
up and burned, and ended, many 
felt illegally, in Mobile’s jail. 
Readers who checked out the 
keg story reportedly found re- 
mains of the cache, overgrown 


! with moss, exactly as Copeland 
: described it. But no gold. 


Even the most extravagant 
French Coast tales don't claim 
$30,000 treasures were buried at 
Copeland Bayou. But smaller 
ones? 

Gene Zirlott says his grandfa- 
ther Charles Cain dug there at 
the turn of the century. Vincent 
Bosarge remembers deep holes 
there when he was a boy, and 


‘Crum Schambeau says his father 


took him treasure hunting at the 
bayou. If anyone found anything, 
there’s no record of it. 

Treasure pits are now indistin- 
guishable from rain-filled ruts. 
Choirs of orange spider a hand- 
span wide dangle from trees, 
ready to pounce on anything edi- 
ble. Carnivorous wild flowers set 
ambush for prey, man-eating 
bugs plague visitors and deer 
flies count them a moveable 
feast. 

The bayou keeps its own se- 
crets. 
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ence hinniiney 


‘the Electric’ operates 
ibot 


iht be recognized as the. provided electricity to the city until 10 each nigh 


Pascagoula Ice_and Freezer Co., which is now Jocated ined, it closed down, 
Mrs. Gi he 


n 
pyardin 0 that finsl year of, World \War I, 
the, very fit 
Permit for constriction of a Water closet 
lishes standards for cleaning such 
i@s Sndiauthorizes employment of a 
enger™ which probably did not bie out 


~ According to the ordinance, the scavenger was 


toclean the privies or water closets and dispose of 
their contents in a suitablé mannor. He was to 


clean and disinfect cach privy as often 4s twice'a ~ 


month at private residences and once a week at 
public or business places. 

For his work the seavenger was to receive 50 
cents.2 month for cach privy ata public or 
business place and 30 cents # month for private 
ones, 

Further sanitation requirements set forth in the 
sixth ordinanee of 1918 aro that all privy con 


+> of bowling alleys and billiard and’ pool rooms: ‘all 


employees of candy: manufacturers, cigar and 
tobacco dealers, “Cleaning and Pressing Clubs, 
nfectionery ‘and delicatessen: establishments, 
dancing academies. mercantile stores except fot’ 
‘one porter and enougli drivers to. make one. 


delivery'a day (no special @eliveries were Chi 
allowed), florists, fruit-and junk dealers, pawn. 


brokers, peanut vendors: soft drink factories an 


= dispensariers and soda fountains. Only such taxi 


drivers as the Board of Aldermen deemed 
necessary to operate between the town and the 


“depot were considered essential, 


FAlso listed as non-€ssentia) were all hotel 


waiters exept one porter to meet night trains and 
» all office and building janitors but one man to 


tend tu 
Apparently spitting in public places still was a 
problem in Pascagoula in 1918 because the mayor 
and board again adopted in October an ordinance 
making it unlawful for any person to spit on 
sidewalks. floors and walls of public pl 


™ Jackson County had i 
james, Billy-the Kid and the lees Tolled into ae 
d through.) where etorned his own gang consisting 3 mail 
iSiana and of his brothers; John, hemes som and Hea 


October da 
= “Augusta in orn 


er 
night of July 15, 1848, ¢ 
#896 4g gun batile at the home 


Wages went ae the Stairs to patrol around, 
eee Dee onal BY toh ce Oe Copeland pecan involved anareuvient wih 
8 tavern on Dog Rivera vas stbbed | 


to the swamp, and 


hanging. Many of them had walked’ all:the way 
ho from: Pascagoula) bringing picnic baskets and. 
worked @ hi 


promises ¢ ot freedom but whom meen ‘sold " Florida and settled. town to Jaw abs 


i 
He had promised the girl he ei marry her 


y Father Pont who, 
that ‘amie year. built a became’ too well ktiown, the band bribed some 
smal] chapel. The first : prllctiies in Mobile and one night in 1838, they 


illed ; they ‘set: sail and 
the merchatidise along the Gulf of Mexico 


Ladies of Victe the law, the gan moved lo 
chapel was built 4 na Where Copeland poisoned-a plantation 
‘This building was badly overséer and stole his slaves. The gang killed two 
damaged by = storm. in’ Mexicans in Texas and took their herd of horses 
1893 and. was moved. in back across the Mississippi River and sold them. 
1895 to its present loca: ~~ Copeland also murdered an Irishman whom he 
tion’ “under the hired to bring barges down the Mississippi River 
leadership of Father to New Orleans, # 
Oliver. % ‘The Unlily Trio then headed north, leaving 2 
The Radio Corp. of Bleed eae ee wake unill they reached 
America gave the firs! “Returning to the Wigwam, they discovered 
Public showing of As: there had been a revolt among gang members 
all-electronic television 5 


system in 1849. 2 
sneer aen | 


- Site of International Shipbuilding 


ing $1,000 from Wages’ father to revenge 
i _ his'son's death, Copeland and his gang tracked . - 
& Harvey to his home in Perry County’ arid on the = 
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yee MolLWAIN—FOLSO! ‘ 


ak pare claiming the a 
of many friends;in this section was \ 
the marriage-ofy PS BUHCED, Fol- 
som, only daughte) 
“som, of Florala, 
‘Julius C., Mell 
Dr. 


‘the home of th 
i ‘Susie Folsom, in. 
bama. , Rev. W,. ush, pastor of 
the First Baptis ; ‘performed | 
the ceremony. in the presence of the 
‘immediate ‘fami ene. a few 
friends. * i; * | 

The ceremony was performed be- 
fore a  candle-lighted, altar of 
Southern smilax and ferns, against 
which stood floor, baskets of Shasta 
daises, white lilies and pink: peren- 
niai phlox. aa 

Preceding the ceremony, Mrs, Ca 
T. McDowell, of: New Brockton, 
played “For You,” “Always,” “Song 
Of Love,” and “I, Love You Truly,” 
during which Margaret Sawyer and 
Virginia Bell’ Folsom lighted the 
candies. To the strain of the wed- 
ding march by Mendelssohn, the 
bride and groom éntered. 

The bride was lovely in an after-| 
noon gown of navy blue chiffon} 
with white accessories. “Her shoul- 
der corsage was: of! gardenias and 
lilies of the valley. 

Following the | ceremony, the 
guests were entertained with an in- 
formal receptidn given by the 
bride's aunt. ish 

The bride isa graduate of Ala- 
bama sCollege ‘in Montevallo, Ala- 
bama, The groom’ graduated from 
the Pascagoula High: School, and 
attended the University of Missis- 
sippi and Howard College. 

Immediately following . the re- 
ception, the couple left for their 
home in Birmingham, Alabama, 
where Mr. McIlwain is in business. 
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McILWAIN th Soe 

Mrs. Fannie Olivia Copeland 
Mellwain, 92,712 Columbus Drive, 
Pascagoula, died Monday, July 25, 


1983, at Singing River Hospital. Mrs. © 
MclIlwain was ‘born Oct. 13, 1890, in 


Washington County, Ala., and had 


resided in Pascagoula since April 1,. 


1918. She was the widow of Dr. S.B. 
Mcllwain, who died June 7, 1967. 


and was active in many chureh and 
civic organizations. 


She was the past. president of e : 


Coast Counties ‘Woman’, 's Missionary 


Union; organizer.and past president: 


of PTA; ‘charter member and past 


Worthy Matron of Eastern Star _ 
Chapter 151 (1921 — last of charter: 
members to be living); member of _ 


Pascagoula School Board, 1929-1934 
assisted in organizing Jackson 


County Unit of Coast, Counties. 


Medical Auxiliary (1939); past pre- 


sident of State Medical Auxiliary ' 


(1945-47); charter.member of the 
Progressive Club; past president of 
Pascagoula Garden Club; charter 
member, past president and honoray 
member of Pascagoula Woman’s 
Club; and county chairman of the 


Tuberculosis Association for 12 - 


years, serving on State Executive 
Board for five years. 

Survivors include two sons, R.B. 
Mcllwain and Julius C. Mellwain, 
both of Pascagoula; one daughter, 
Mrs. Baylous (Fannie Pearl) Stokes, 


Mrs. MclIwain was a member of 
First Baptist Church, Pascagoula, * 


©, Pascagoula; seven grandchildren, 13 

ts: great-grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews and other relatives. 

» .. Friends may call from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 27, at her home at 

~ 712 Columbus Drive. Mrs. Mcllwain 
‘will lie in state at First Baptist 
Church, Pascagoula, from 9 to 10 
a.m. Thursday, July 28, with funeral 

~ service at 10 a.m. Dr. Leroy E. 
Green, Dr. T.J. DeLaughter, Dr. 
Clark W. McMurray and Dr. Arthur 
M. Schneider will officiate. 

-- Interment will be in Machpelah 

.« Cemetery. 

« . Pallbearers will be her nephews, 

“Samuel D. MclIlwain, Washington, 
_D.C.,.Willard L.°McIlwain, 

‘Greenville, Miss., Charles F. 

Newcomer, Hattiesburg, Miss., 

‘ames L. Smith Jr. and W.C. Britton, 


“., Kimbrell Jr., Meridian. 
- In lieu of flowers, the family 
“wishes gifts be made to the Fannie 
; Copeland MclIlwain Memorial at 
: First Baptist Church, Pascagoula. 


( Other deaths 


3 


26th St., Pascagoula. Arrangements 
ncomplete, O’Bryant-O’ Keefe 
’'Funeral Home, Pascagoula. 
JOSEPH V. LANGLINAIS, 65, 804 
Crawford St., Biloxi. Arrangements 
neomplete at Bradford-O’Keefe 
Funeral Home, Biloxi. . 
MRS. LAURA LADNIER, 81, 789 
“Croesus St., Biloxi. Services 10 a.m. 
Wednesday at St. John Catholic 
Church, Biloxi. 
. SOHN FICHTER, 64, 1231 King 
:-Henry Drive, Ocean Springs. Private 
s"services ‘ were ° held. 
~Bradford-0O’ Keefe Funeral Home, 
Biloxi. 


ia FRIENDLY 
mi HOME 
Lucedale-Moss Point 
Fred Robinson Jr., Mortician 
aes GULF - 
RAL SERVICE 
1800 E. Telephone Fd. 


both of Mobile, Ala., and Royce’ 


ROY F.THORNBURGH, 87, 2000 © 


ANS ET SATE NE TRIES 
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Ls Dwight“ opty ” Emile * 

* Copeland, a resident of: 

> Grand Bay,-Ala.; died Sunday, ‘ 
i 14, 2008, ar his home.'’ 
“He was ‘preceded in death” 
by! his father, Magness Cope- 
__Jand; his mother, Mary Jea-. 
~nette Keith; and one sister, - 


HelenK ee 
3 # Hes Theat by his Wife, 
Belissia Skelton Copeland; 
‘one daughter, Dana (Phillip) «| 
~ ‘Archer; one son, Clay (Tra-_. | 
‘eyy' Copelatia: four grandchil- 
‘dren, "Fréy'C ‘Opeland,  : 
Madisoat ‘Copeland, Justi 
‘Archer ‘and ‘Nathan Archer; 
Fone’ sisters Juanita (Wilton)'*"' 
Lewis; and other relatives ” 
and: L miany friends, ie 
A visitation will ‘take place 
‘fron Sto.8 p.m. Tuesday, » 
Sept::16;:2008, at Serenity Fu- 
:neral Home in Mobile, Ala. «. 
: Funeral'services will take 
place‘at 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
Sept.*17, 2008, from the cha- 
pelo of ‘Serenity Funeral Home. 
Intermeiit will bé in Odd-"... 
‘fellows Cemetery Bayou la 
Batre, Ala 


sv 


‘;‘ Arrangements by Serenity; 
Fineral Home, 8691 Old re 
; cagoula Road, Mobile, AL; 
| Bhene 251-653-4781. 
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amentarians; and Dr.. B. -B. 2 - ee. 2 
=* O'Mara, Biloxi.’ Mississippi Tu- p 


berculosis Association. 

But Mis. Mcliwain’s life began 
before any of these folks knew 
her, ee ae ee, 

e She was next to the youngest . 
of-the-41 children of: Mr. arid 
Mrs. A. C. Copeland of Copeland; 

EE Ala., where her futher ran a gin . 
and owned a store-and they all 
lived on a farm, 

“It was a happy childhood.” 
she reminesced. “We all helped 
do the tasks on the farm and at 
night. we would all sit around 

viner’.”! an open fire and tell jokes and 
never | stories.” 
imily."|| She can laugh now, toa, over 


ivities |the very first nickel ‘she ever 
10 had |earned. Her. father had offered 
those }one of her brothers 10 cénts: to’ 
’ Ed-j}craw] under the house and tie 
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THE FACE IN THE WELL 


(By Mr. David Chapman Mathews - taped and transcribed by Mrs. 
Barbara F. Hundley at Grove Hill, Alabama, July, 1978.) 


A great deal of th py or pleasure that I have in talking about 
the past, I owe to my grandmother, Rebecca Waldrun, whose married 
name was Rebecca Mathews. She was the daughter of James Waldrun, 

a S. C. Immigrant in 1819. ae 


The old federal road over which most of the settlers came from 
Carolina entered Clarke County by way of Claiborne. That old road 
from the edge of Georgia was the result of a treaty with the Indians 
in which they opened up their land to the Americans in one of our 
far-famed Indian treaties, (sacred Indian treaties, be sure and put 
that in - we never made one not full of lies and we never made one 
we kept.) Under this treaty, from about where Ft. Mitchell in Georgia 
where Phoenix City now is, the road came west opening up a route over 
to the Mississippi River. It seemed as though God was rearing up a 
kind of people that were peculiarly fitted to the pioneer life. In 
Clarke County they were not looking for big plantation sites, they 
were men, average men of average means looking for homes. ‘They 
didn't own any slaves. They were satisfied if they could get a little 
plot of land, preferably close to a creek. The land was rich; they 
could make a few acres of corn; the creek would furnish plenty of fish 
and the woods all kind of game. He would build him a little log 
cabin and he was fixed. As for the poor old Indian's rights, they 
didn't seem to think he had any. There were two classes of people 
the people here hated - one of them was Indians the other was 
Spaniards. Usually, after the early DeSoto days, the Spaniards treated 
the Indians better than the English did, and so did the French, and 
that's the reason the French and the Spaniards could always handle the 
Indians better than the Americans. The Indians hated us. 


When this country was opened up by that treaty I was telling you 
about, starting from Ft. Mitchell in Georgia coming Westward across the 
pine woods of Alabama, over here near what afterwards became Claiborne, 
that route forked. One went to the South and across the Alabama 
River near Nannahuba Island near Ft. Mims and was the Mobile route. 
The other route crossed at Claiborne and came right across between 
Grove Hill and Jackson crossing Stave Creek. The treaty called for 
a bridle path. In other words, an immigrant came in here on his horse 
and there would be just room enough to ride his horse to cross through 
the woods. When they opened it up, in 1805 I believe it was, it 
became a 20 ft. right-of-way. The poor old Indian saw that he'd been 
gyped, and so he'd mournfully watch those majestic pines fall crashing 
to the ground. He'd shake his head and say, "The Georgians have heap 
big horses." The idea of a 20 ft. road for a horse: Of course we 
cheated him as we always did. 
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Over that road came my people, on the Waldrun side of my family. 
That road crossed Bassett's Creek down at Walker Springs, came on this 
side and hugged along the ridges, passed across the present highway(US 43) || 
near what we know now as Parkertown and went straight to Stave Creek. At 
Along that road came every kind of human being that you can imagine. 
Most of them were prompted by adventure and curiosity, some of them 
had been guilty of things back in the states - in Georgia and Carolina; 
it was necessary that they come to this country, very necessary: 
All the territories were like that. Texas was full of Clarke County 
criminals, Alabama criminals. It was the way of all these western 
states. 


You know that Travis left Claiborne a criminal. He had killed 
aman - justifiable, I think. He told the judge that he was trifling 
with his wife. Old Judge Dellett tried the case, or attempted to 
try it. They accused an old slave of killing a respectable citizen 
of Claiborne. Judge Dellette, as presiding judges have the duty to 
do now, assigned legal representation to the slave. Slaves had to 
be represented in court just like anybody else. The young Travis had 
gone to school with Dellette, and studied law under him. He was a 
young lawyer. Dellette assigned him the case of defending this slave. 
He did his best, but the jury brought in a verdict of guilty, and placed 
the punishment at hanging. Immediately Barrett Travis moved for a 
new trial, (threw a melodramatic fit.) Evidently Judge Dellette was 
not saying all he thought about the case. He said, "All right, Mr. 
Travis, I'll think over the case and let you know in the morning. 

I'll rule on it in the morning.'"' That night, about 8 édclock Travis 
knocked on Dellette's door, and renewed his plea for a new trial. 
Dellette listened to him, and finally he said, "Barrett, you haven't 
given me one reason that will justify a new trial." "Well," he says, 
"Judge, if you'll just give me an opportunity to get in that court 

again I’°1l bring you the man that did kill that fellow." "Oh," he 

says, "that's really interesting. Who was it?" He says, "I'm the man." 
Judge Dellette says "I see."" That's exactly the reason he'd assigned 
Travis to that case. He says, "What did you kill him for?'"' "He was 
trifling with my wife." (Travis had married a girl named Rosanna Cato.) 
They talked until about midnight. Finally the judge says, "Well 
Barrett, you can do one of three things. (He held up his hand.) 

(lst) You can let that verdict stand, let the Negro hang." Barrett 
says, "I'll never do it." (2nd) "You can tell the Court what you've 
just told me and take the consequences." Travis didn't say anything. 
"Or, (3rd) you can go to Texas." At midnight that night Travis rode 

his horse into the Alabama River, and we hear of him next in Texas. 


Well my great-grandfather came in over that road, and settled at 
a place on the road now known as Walker Springs. There was an old road 
side tavern just on the other side of the creek in Walker Springs 
operated by an immigrant who got his consent from the United States 
to come into the Alabama territory in 1808-William Walker. He put up 
a road side inn - it was just an old log house, double stery, and 
entertained the travelers on the "bridle path." One day the girls gather- 
ed around the old Inn, there were some children around there, and one of them pro- 
posed that they look in the well and see their future husbands’ face, I think they 
had some kind of saying that you could do that. Elizabeth Walker peeped over in the 
well and screamed and almost fainted. The girls crowded around her and said, "What 
in the world is the matter"? She said, "I saw somebody's face in the well:" 
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V 
"I saw a man's face down there." Well, they just joshed her and joked her, but 
she never ci¢ change her mind. She vowed that she saw a man's face in the well. 


She was sweeping off the east porch sometime later (the road 
approached the inn from the east). She saw a well-mounted, well- 
dressed man approaching from the east. She ran'in the house and told 
her mother who was busy superintending breakfast, "Mother, that man 
that I saw in the well is outside." "Now you foolish girl! Go on 
away from here with your foolishness and let me alone." Well, the 
man came up, stopped at the inn, stayed there a day or two, claimed 
to be prospecting, looking for mill sites, home sites. In those days, 
sites for water mills were very attractive because that was the only 
kind of power they had - water power. Everybody ate cornbread, so 
a mill site was valuable. .Well, to make a long story short, he hung 
around there for some time. He and Elizabeth Walker married. He 
carried her northwest. He claimed his name was John Cummings, and 
that he was a prospector. Up in northwest Alabama he picked out a 
place near a road that we know now as the Mississippi Trace. Ina 
mile or so of the Trace he put her in a comfortable cabin, a very nice 
little house for its time and continued to be absent. He was gone for 
days and weeks at a time, claiming to be prospecting. On one of his 
trips he brought in a Negro boy with him. He claimed that he had won 
the boy in a gambling game. He would give Elizabeth expensive jewelry 
claiming that he won that gambling. So time went on - a year passed. 
Twin boys came in the home. Well, Elizabeth noticed they didn't 
have any neighbors - didn't anybody come to see them. But this man 
explained all that by saying that he was gone from home and busy 
with his business and didn't have time to entertain anybody. So 
Elizabeth was sitting on the gallery (the little porch) one day, 
nursing her babies. First thing she knew, men came riding from both 
ends of the house and joined out front, and che house was surrounded 
by armed men. The leader of the squad raised his hat and says, 

"Mrs. Copeland, is your husband at home?" She says, "No sir, you're 
at the wrong house." He says, “Is chat right? What home is this?" 
She says, "This is the Cummings home." "ell," he says, “is Mr. 


Cummings at home?" "No." "Do you know where he is?" "Well, not 
exactly, he's been gone for a week or so on his business - he's 
prospecting." "You know when he'll be back?" "No sir." He sort of 


sarcastically spoke to his group - he says, "Mrs. Cummings doesn't 
know much about her husband. She doesn't know where he is, whe> 
he'll be back, and she doesn't even know his name! Come on boys." 
They rode off. 


One of the men , when they got off about 50 yards, wheeled his horse 
and came back. He raised his hat and says, "Mrs. Copeland, I believe 
you do think that you're Mrs. Cummings. I believe you think you're 
telling the truth."" "I know I am.'' He says, "Where'd you come from?" 
She told him, "South Alabama."" He says, "Well, you married a member 
of the Murrell gang. I doubt yuu ever see him again. We're on his 
trail and were gonna get him this time. I'm so impressed with you 
being a lady that if you'll let me I'll come and take you home, send 
you back home." "If he doesn't come in tonight, you can come back in 
the morning and 1'1l take yuur advice." You can imagine the kind of 
night she spent. She thought of all that fellow had always done - 
the way he'd behaved, the way that little Negro boy had disappeared 
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just a few days before. The little Negro boy had just loved Mrs. 
Cummings, but he'd disappeared; he ran away. About midnight, she 
gave him out. She had to put together a few things she had to have. 
She tied them up in cases, satchels, and things. About the break 
of day the next morning that man appeared driving a good pair of 
horses to a light wagon, with two men following him, all of them 
heavily armed. He carried her to the nearest stage coach station 
and told the proprietor not to let anybody come close to that 
woman, "No sir,"he said. "You put her in a room here and keep her til 
the next stage coach comes and don't you tell anybody or let any- 
body in that room or come anywhere around her here, If you do, 
I'll see you when I get back.'' She stayed in that inn for several 
hours til a coach came. The man placed her on the coach with 
all her baggage and told the coachman what the man had said. The 
coach drifted south behind two good mules with Mrs. Copeland a sadder, 
wiser girl. She finally arrived back at Walker Springs at the old 
; inn, and I imagine had a story to tell. Well, her father and her 
‘brothers walked over and picked up their rifles and renewed the 
priming and were ready for business. They didn't say anything 
much but their looks were all that she needed. They wanted to see 
hin. 


Time went on. She told her father, "He's coming back here. 
If not to see me, to see these two babies." The old man says, 
"TI hope he will." Well, at that time, all this territory did their 
trading in Pensacola - there were no streams to cross and it was 
about the same distance to Pensacola as to Mobile. So one day Walker 
and his boys went to Pensacola on a trading trip that would take 
them several days. Mrs. Copeland went to sit up with a sick neighbor. 
The inn was abandoned except for the old nurse.in charge of the two 
babies. It was wintertime. She had a good log fire. She put the 
babies to sleep in the trundle beds and she sat there by the warm 
fire. It was a terrible night, sleeting and raining, as she sat 
there taking care of the babies. All at once there was a terrible 
knocking at the front door. She took a candle and went creeping to 
the front door and peeping through the door. She saw a man with a 
heavy coat on and heavily armed. She cracked the door, and with 
the freedom of an old nurse, she says, "Now you'se goes away, white 


man. You'sa bad man, and we don't want to see you anymore.'"' He says, 
"Where's Elizabeth?" She says, "Her ain't here." "Where is she?" 
"Well, she's not here." He pushed his foot in the door so she couldn't 


close it and said, "Where are my babies?" He pushed the door closed 
behind him and said, "Take me to my babies." She carried him back to 
the room and there lay the two little boys in their trundle beds 
asleep. That burly giant of a ruffian stood there and looked at those 
babies and tears rolled down his cheeks. He gazed at them several 
minutes. Directly he turned to the old Negro and savs, "Tell Miss 
Elizabeth that I have treated her shamefully. 1 am what she's 

heard I am. I ama member of the Murrell clan, and she'll never 

see me again. TI somehow feel like I'm near the end of my rope. I 
can't rest. Everytime I drop off to sleep, somebody's coming after 

me on a fast gray horse, and I have to get up and go again. I haven't 
had any sleep in 3 or 4 nights. Tell Miss Elizabeth God bless her, 
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and to raise these boys into honorable men." -He left on his horse 
and disappeared in the darkness. I imagine she had an interesting 
story to tell her mistress. Time continued to pass. ; 


Several weeks after this incident three wagons of men came 

from the east with their loads of freight and passengers. While they 
were seated at the table eating dinner in came another wagoner from 
the west, going back towards the east. Well, with the freedom that 
characterized those men, they sat down at the table and began eating 
dinner. Mrs. Copelandpassed them the bread and waited on them. One 
of the men from Georgia said, "Well, Cap'n, what's the news from 

over in Mississippi?" The wagonner from the west says, "Well, the 
Copeland Gang had a bad day last week. They ran into a sheriff's . 
posse and exchanged a few shots with them, killing several. But the 
leader of the gang, Jim Copeland, was mounted on the best horse in 
Mississippi. He thought he could outrun that posse. But the sheriff 
had just sent to Tennessee and got a race horse and he overtook him 
and captured him. (That burly robber told that Negro woman that 
somebody was following him on a gray horse.) He's in jail over there-" 
told him where. "Of course he'll hang next week or whenever the 

trial is." Next morning Elizabeth's two brothers lit out over that 
road and went to Mississippi. They went to the place and sure enough, 
there was Copeland. He had a bundle of papers that he handed to the 
boys. He says, "Here's the story of my life. I've written it. f 
want her to have it published and sold as a book, and use the proceeds 
to raise my babies. Tell her I'm sorry that I made a mess of her life 
and I'm sorry I made a mess of mine. But it's toc late-~I'm going to 
pang next week.'"' The boys promptly burned the papers and came back 

ome. 


My grandmother would tell that, and I'd kneel by her chair. She 
was deaf. My name was the same as her husband - Davey = She'd play 
with my hair, and she'd say, "Davey, that girl said she saw that face 
in the well....Did she? That man said he saw that gray horse following 
him....Did he?" She said, "Yes, Davey, I am persuaded that coming 
events oft cast their shadows before them." I believe she was right. 


Both mother and children soon died, and the story closes. 


* * * 


Footnote: According to Mr. D. C. Mathews, the Murrell Gang was an infamous 
Gang of bandits who operated in Alabama, and the Copeland Gang 
was a smaller group that was affiliated with them. ; 
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Activities of the 


Copeland Clan © 


(Editor’s Note: The thing that is 
better about this story than say, 
one you might see on television is 
that this one is true. It’s not about 
some place you never heard of out 
West, it’s about the outlaw day of 
the 1800’s that happened right here 


in Jackson County, Mississippi.) _ 


Writers Project 1939 


Back in the 1800’s, hangings, . 


fightings, shootings, and stealings 
were the rule, rather than the 
exception. Laws for enforcement 
were lax. If a man decided to kill 
another, or if he ‘“‘coveted” his 
neighbors possessions, he im- 
mediately, without regard for the 
possible consequences, proceeded 
to go about securing what he 
wanted. If, after he had unlawfully 
acquired his neighbor’s property, 


it became necessary for him . 


Pascagoula Public Library 


Local History & Genealogy Department 


Copeland #2 Family History 


uM 


“shoot his way out,” he proceeded 
to do just that. To carry a gun was 
a habit, a custom deemed 
necessary. Law enforcement was 
oftentimes no more lawful. If an 
enraged mob decided that a 
criminal should be punished, the 
law was not permitted to take its 
course, but instead, a group took 
the party who had supposedly 
committed the crime, and 
proceeded to mete out justice 
without a trial or hearing. 


It was in times like these that 


the Copeland Clan operated. Other 
less daring and less notorious 


personages, probably encouraged. , . +“ 


by the “luck” with which this clan * 
seemed to evade the law,- started. 
out to commit petty thefts or 


robberies, and‘ were forced to ... : 
murder. Saloons were wide open,;' 


MISS—A8 HISTORICAL CHRONICLES OF SOUTH, Week of November 17, 1975 


b 


REVBVBYYUYVVYVYUVUU VU VVUVVU VV VV VV VV Vvywvyyyg yy you ywwyvywwwgygwwws 


— 


Pate Te 


~~ 


street brawls were common. 
Activities of the 
Copeland Clan 
James Copeland died October 
30, 1857, but before his death, and 
while he was in prison awaiting 
execution, he felt impelled to 
confess to the world; so he wrote 
this confession, giving, 
posediy, a complete history of'his 
crimes, in which he blamed his 
mother for countenacing his 
misdemeanors. His operations 
covered more than one. county, 
Jackson, Perry, Adams, Harrison, 


».Forrest, in fact, practically all 


et 


counties of south Mississippi. His 
crimes were many, and with his 
execution on the scaffold one of the 


»,yrlast chapters in the Copeland 


Please see COPELANDS, 
Page Al0, column1 


sup-.). 
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drama was closed, and the curtain 
rung down forever upon the reign 
of terror brought about by him, 
such as had never been enacted in 
a land of civilization. During this 
period, there was hardly a happy 
day or a restful night, so wrought 
up with fear and dread were the 
people who were constantly 
confronted with so many daring 
robberies and wholesale murders. 
This combination of lawlessness, 
murder, plunder, incendiarism, 


* and all the darker crimes com- 


mitted by such depraved 
natures, and which, eventually, 


terminated in death and. 


dissolution, ravaged Jackson 
County and others at a time when 
population was sparse and means 
of protection were decidedly 
lacking and unreliable. Before he 
had reached the meridian of his 


. life, James Copeland had paid the 


highest penalty of the law. 

This gang of land pirates suc- 
cessfully pursued their career of 
crime for years, but their final 
dismemberment, disgrace, and 
violent end at the hands of 
retributive justice, and the stern 
moral lesson to be learned from 
their history and fate, were 
revealed in the confession of their 
leader in this anticipation of a 
hangman’s death. 

Their operations extended from 
New Orleans to Mobile, covering 
many South Mississippi counties, 
sometimes by boat, and often by 
horse; crossing the Pascagoula 
River at Fairley’s Ferry into 


. Jackson County, and on to Mobile, 


by Ward’s Ferry over Dog River, 
all the time plundering and 
stealing; sometimes _ killing 
beeves, hogs, and sheep, to be 
hauled into town and sold; often 
stealing a fine horse or mule. 
Occasionally, even a negro would 
disappear. During all this, the 
gang would make pretense of 
being engaged in the making of 
shingles, charcoal burning, and 
securing laths and pickets. Each 
member, meanwhile, always 
managed. to keep his family 
supplied with meat. 

Born January 18, 1823, the son of 
Isham and Rebecca Copeland, 
who had lived for many years near 
the Pascagoula River. At the age 
of about twelve he began his 
thieving career, when he stole a 
pen-knife from Mrs. Helverson; 
denied it when accused, and was: 
upheld by his mother, who knew 
he had not only taken this, but that 
he had also stolen various other 
things from schoolmates at dif- 
ferent times. 

Again, James and his brother, 
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Isham (nicknamed Whim), stole a -:-__vineed of Copeland’s guilt, he was ~ 
cartload of pigs from Mr. _. unable to prove it and could not, 
Helverson and hauled them to therefore secure — conviction. 
Mobile, where they sold them. *” ‘Please see COPELANDS, 
Although Helverson was con- 
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about fourteen years old, a second 
raid was made upon Helverson’s 
pigs, and this time the evidence 
was so conclusively against 
James, that he was arrested by 
the sheriff of Jackson County and 
forced to give bond for appearance 
at the circuit court to answer the 
indictment, preferred against him 
for larceny by the State of 
Mississippi. 

Knowing that he was guilty, and 
fearful of the outcome, the youth- 
ful culprit began to devise some 
plan whereby he might get out of 
his scrape. Meanwhile, his mother 
was also scheming. They were 
advised by friends to consult Gale 
H. Wages, a leader of the Wages 
Clan. Wages suggested burning 
the courthouse, _—i thereby 
destroying the records and indict- 
ment; so, accordingly, it was 
burned to the ground about 1837 or 


Clan’ later, changed to “Copeland 
Gang.’ The reason for the change 
from ‘‘clan” to “‘gang’”’ is not 
known. In his first examination, 
James was considered too young 
to become a member, but on 
second thought, the leaders 
reconsidered and accepted him. 


The oath, administered on the - 


Holy Bible, said: ‘‘You solemnly 
swear upon the Holy Evangelistic 
of Almighty God, that you will 
never divulge, always conceal, 
and never reveal any of the signs 
or pass words of our order; that 
you will not invent any sign, token, 
or device by which the secret 
mysteries of our order may be 
known ; that you will not in any 


way betray, or cause to be- 


members, as well as_ those 
members of other clans with 
whom they were affiliated. The 
exact addresses, location of 
wigwams, etc. of the various 


_ members of this and the friendly 


clans were kept on a secret list, so 
that any booty could be hastily 
concealed. 

This was in the days of inns and 
taverns, when travelers, 
speculators, etc., carried their 


money in bills and gold on their‘ 
persons. It was not uncommon for ‘ 


them to carry as much:as $100,000 
in their pockets or -saddle bags. 
Guests would carry as ‘much as 
$1,000,000 on their persons. - 


’ .There was hardly a day when a 


a 
oe 


betrayed, any member of this-*” 


order, the whole under pain of 
having your head severed from 
your body, so help you God.” 
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‘d6zen or more negro speculators 
were not among the guests; and 
although it was a period of looms 
and .spinning wheels, a day of 
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§ Stimulated with his success, and 1838. He was then initiated into the 3 
» upheld by his mother, James order; all signs, words, and tokens 5 
& became convinced that he could” James Copeland then joined given him; the mode of secret 
g make an independent fortune by the Wages Clan, which be- correspondence being means of 
2 thieving. He became insensible to came known as the Wages and alphabet, invented by the Murrell 
e the dangers of the life he an- Copeland Clan until after the Clan of Tennessee. He was also 

ticipated, and continued to pursue death of the former, when it was furnished with a complete list of 
> his petty crime. When he was merely called ‘‘the Copeland 
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’ tallow candles and wooden match 


boxes, when sewing machine, coil 
oil, and parlor matches were 
unknown, it was also, a day of 
plenty, the like of which the nation 
has not witnessed since. It was 
amid times like these from about 


- 1845 to 1855, prosperous, stirring, 


and eventful, that the notorious 
Copeland Band and his followers 
operated. 

At the time of young James’ 
initiation, the activities of that 
first season revolved around two 
of their many rendezvous, one in 
Jackson County and one on Dog 
River in Alabama, also in Mobile. 
They stole and killed beefs, hogs, 
and sheep, which they sold in the 
city. Fine horses and mules which 
they stole, were transferred to 
some of the friends’ hide-outs for 
concealment. They even picked up 
a negro now and then. 

During the time of the clan’s 
operations, which included all the 
darker crimes belonging to such 
depraved natures, the burning of 
the courthouse and _ other 
depradations aroused the intense 
indignation of the public. During 
this time, Isham, the father of 
James, continued to live for many 
years near the Pascagola River, a 
farmer in comfortable cir- 
cumstances, who owned a Spanish 
grant of land. However, the 
misconduct of his sons drew on 
him many reverses of fortune, so 
that he and his family finally left 
their home and the Pascagoula, 
and went from place to place. 
When ‘‘old man Wages” gave his 
home on Big Creek to James 
Copeland, as part payment for the 
murder of James Harvey, Isham 
moved, with his family, to the 


_ Wages place on Big Creek. All this 


time, James was lying out in 
hiding from place to place. 

In 1847, the Copeland Gang, 
hearing that Eli Moffitt, a bridge 


‘contractor, who lived with his 


family in the northeastern part of 
the county, had acquired a large 
amount of money, determined to 
rob him and burn his home. It was 
the duty of John Copeland to watch 
and notify the gang when Moffitt 
left home. On the night of 
December 15, the gang went to 
demand the money, really in- 
tending to leave peaceably and 
without harm to anyone, if there 


’ was no difficulty, in seizing the 


loot. However, they were unable to 
frighten Mrs. Moffitt into turning 
the money over, and so John 
finally struck her over the head 
with a stick, causing her to fall to 
the floor. 

Both James and John then 
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struck her several more brutal . _.. 


blows to insure her death, plun- 
dered the house and left, after 
securing only about $200 and some 
valuable articles. They then set 


fire to the house and left, assured . 
that Mrs. Moffitt was dead. But it . 


so happened that Providence 
permitted the injured woman to 
escape from the burning building. 
Incidentally, the gold and silver, 
for which the thieves were sear- 
ching, and which they overlooked, 
was hidden under the stairway in 
the house, and melted in the fire. 
Eli Moffitt later took it to Mobile 
and disposed of it. 

It was during the spring of 1848 
that James Copeland became 
involved in the trouble that 
hastened his incarceration. 

Unlike most young men of his 


day and this, he was not essen- - 


tially a spendthrift, but made a 
practice of saving a portion of his 
money. 

From his numerous robberies he 
had saved the sum of $31,870, 
which he had hidden in three 
whiskey kegs, nailed up the bung 
holes, and covered with three 
coats of paint. These he planned to 
hide in Catahoula Swamp, near 
the town of Bay St. Louis. He had 
the treasure placed in a wagon, 
camouflaged with old furniture, 
and he himself, took care to be 
elsewhere when his two partners 
conveyed the money tothe new 
hiding place. 


In December, 1847, the two 
partners, Myers and McGrath, 
became involved in an argument 
with a man by the name of Harvey 
over a $40.00 note, and both were 
killed. It was shortly after, that 
Copeland made plans to move the 
treasure, but meanwhile was 
coerced into seeking revenge on 
Harvey. In July, 1848, the two met 
somewhere along the Red Creek 
Road, and Copeland killed 
Harvey. Incidentally, during the 
fight, Copeland’s memorandum, 
showing the location of the 
treasure, fell from his pocket. 
Copeland never reached 
Catahoula Swamp, but was 
wounded and captured, later, 
executed. It is said that in 
lamenting the loss of the gold, he 
made the statement that he had 
‘fost everything he had worked 


for. and that the ‘savings’ of a _ 


lifetime had been swept away.” 
Just before his execution, the 
§dventurer told of the hidden gold, 


but for some reason, no mention of~.-"* : 


this was made public until- two’ 
years later; then ambitious 
treasure seekers found the swamp _ 
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-home. : 
“"’ An enraged mob, both black and 


already honey combed with . 


‘trenches and holes. It was 


believed that three men from Bay 
St. Louis found the actual hiding 
place, but the-money had already 
been removed. ’ 
Still another story concerns one 


‘George A. Cleveland, who is said 


to have picked u the 
memorandum book and maps 
when they dropped from 
Copeland’s pocket. Whether or not 
he found the money, he suddenly 
changed from an ‘“‘embarrassing 
pecuniary condition to affluence.” 
However, many coast peorle 
believe that the treasure is still in 
Catahoula Swamp. 


General Misdemeanors 

In 1874, the Langley family 
operated a smali store on a road 
that ran along the river at Moss 
Point. The nearest neighbor was 
several yards distant. One day, 
Langley, Sr. went to Kentucky and 
left his son in charge. The com- 
munity was astounded to learn 
that the son was found dead in the 
store on October 25, 1874, and 
horrified when the jury found that 
the deceased met death by violent 
blows on the head from a heavy 
stick or club. The night previous, 
screams had been heard at Bor- 
den’s Lumber Mill, which was a 
short distance from Langley’s 
Store. 

Three negroes of Moss Point, 
Granberry, Warner, and Cannady, 
were absent at that particular 
time, and when a search was 
made, they were located in 
Covington County. Arrested and 
brought back, November 18, 1874, 
they finally confessed that Can- 
nady entered the store as if to 
make purchases, and when 
Langley turned to get the article 
from his shelf, struck him a brutal 
blow on the head with a club which 
he carried concealed under his 
coat. 


Meanwhile, Warner was 
searching for money, while 
Granberry kept watch. But 
Langley’s cries for help frightened 
them so, that they fled without 
further search, although they had 


intended to burn both the store and. .” «> 
the body after they had committed ; * 
the robbery. They also confessed . 


robbing the same store on two 
previous occasions; Warner even 
admitted that a chest which he had 
stolen was then in the-rear of his 


7 


white, crowded to the jail Thurs- 
day night, November 19, 1874, 
having searched the jailer’s house 


.: and appropriated the keys. + 


8 


ARR RRR ERR RIRR RR RRP RRRRERRGRRLRRRRRRRRK 


ty] 


OIG 


v4 


208 of 234 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Copeland #2 Family History 

Tee ee Ee eee me 


oe 


JAMES COPELAND (1823 - 1857) 


m Drraaiits psrstie 


209 of 234 


TIER Y 


_ him a pen knife with which to 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Copeland #2 Family History 


HISTORY OF GEORGE COUNTY MISSISSIPPI VOL. I 
By = We Harvell Jackson 


230 By The Rivers Of Water 


James Copeland (1823 - 1857) 
' Cedar Creek : 


When Chauncey Bigelow Stevens was sheriff of Jackson 
County, 1829-1830, there was a boy beginning school at Salem 
Camp Ground, by the sparkling waters of Cedar Creek. The lad, 
James Copeland, would one day die at the end of a rope near the 
murky waters of Leaf River, on the property of Captain Ben 
Stevens, son of Chauncey. That would be more than fifty miles 
away at Augusta, Perry County, Mississippi. 


James Copeland was born at Basin, overlooking the 
Pascagoula Valley, January 18, 1823. He was one of the five sons 


“of Ishom Copeland and 


Rebecca Wells Copeland. 


When Jim was around 
eleven his mother sent him to 
the home of Mrs. Peter 
Helveston, a neighbor and an 
aunt. He was to get .some 
collard greens. Mrs. Helveston, 
(Isabella Copeland) loaned 


cut the greens. The shiny 
instrument caught the boy’s 
fancy. He had never owned 
such a_ treasure. The 
temptation was too great. The 
knife ended up at the bottom 
of the sack with the collards 
piled on top. 


James Copeland 
Courtesy Gary McLeod 


With wild gestures and other histrionics Jim declared that he 
had lost the knife and begged Aunt Isabella to help him retrieve 
the valuable instrument. 


Upon reaching home the boy showed his mother the prized 


possession and she heard him out, evidently with some degree of 
complicity. At least that is what he accused her of toward the end 
of his criminal career. Maybe she reasoned the Helvestons had 
more money than the Copelands so why should they miss such a 
small thing as a pen knife! Envy is as old as Cain and Abel! 
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Neil Fairley at Basin, 
standing in the old garden 
where James Copeland 
stole his grandmother’s 
knife, holds a brick from 
the house chimney. Gary 
Fairley, his grandson, 
holds brick taken from the 
ruins of the Augusta jail 
where Copeland was 
incarcerated before being 
hanged. © 

Photo by Susan Kirkpatrick 


Bigger Game On" Helveston Creek 


Months later James and brother Ishom pretended that they 
would camp out one night and shoot deer. There was a burgeoning 
venison market in Mobile at the time. Instead of deer they loaded 
out fifteen head of Uncle Peter’s shoats and carted them off to the 
Port City. They brought $2:50 a head. Uncle Peter suspected what 
became of his pigs so he set a trap for them next time around. He 
was on hand when the boys made their move. So they were lodged 
in jail on the banks of Cedar Creek. 


Father Ishom Copeland was for getting the best counsel 
available. Rebecca had a better idea. At least she thought so. It 
might cost less to boot. There was one Gale Wages in Mobile who 
passed this way ever now and then. He was the head of an outlaw 
gang that bore his title. They were quite common in those days. It 
was terrifying to know what prominent citizens belonged to some 
of those land pirates! 


Wages not only was available but he had a master plan. Burn 


the courthouse and all the evidence, and the charges would go up 
in smoke! Of course the boys were then out on bail. 
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The Steede Cemetery near Cedar Creek long since placed where Wages and 
Copeland stood as they watched the courthouse burn. The building stood 
just to the right of the sign seen in the distance. 

Photo by Susan Kirkpatrick 


One windy October night in 1837 Wages and James Copeland 
stood on a slight eminence a hundred »ards southeast of the 
courthouse and watched her burn. The Steede Cemetery was 
located on that rise later and may he visited today in 
reconstructing the story. 


Jim Copeland, now in his middle teens, was well launched on 
a career of crime that would take him from the Mobile River to 
the Chatahootchee; from the Escatawpa to-the Rio Grande; and 
from Pearl River to the Ohio, Missouri, and the Wabash. 


Robbery On The Bay 


The “Wigwam,” headquarters of the Wages Gang in Mobile, 
boasted of hundreds of names of prominent people, including 
those of policemen and other lawmen. It was to their advantage to 
keep active. So a “hit”’ was planned on Mobile late in the summer 
of 1839. Many of the city guards who were members, would be on 
duty the first half of the night. The strike was planned for 
midnight at the time of the changing of the guards. These friendly 
cops had provided them with pass-keys and information on 
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location and contents of each business house in the area where the 
robbery would take place. Drygoods, sens and clothing were to 
take priority. 


Two schooners and a barge were anchored along the wharf at 
the end of Government Street. Several butcher carts were rolled 
into position in front of the stores in prospect. Promptly at: 
midnight several fires were set near Bienville Square to lure the 
officials away from the waterfront. This would give them more 
leisure in carting away the loot. 


By two a.m. the hit was complete and an obliging breeze 
whisked them away to the mouth of Dog River (not Escatawpa). ° 
They navigated up into the salt marshes of the wetlands and 
dropped anchor at 8 a.m. The haul was carried off to some degree 
of perfection. 


The following night inventory was taken and the goods 
assessed and divided. They estimated that it was worth at least 


riek $18,000.00. The drygoods were rated at $5,000.00, readymade 
: garments $3,000.00, and $10,000.00 worth of jewelry. They were 
nd quite disappointed in the jewelry haul as so many of the watches 
he were either cheap or were there for repairs. 

as 

in 


The Chatahoochee 


on 
le The goods were divided and the “executive committee,” 
; Wages, McGrath, and Copeland, got together about eight thousand 
dollars worth of the haul, divided it among themselves and headed 
east. They planned to meet on a given date at Apalachicola at the 
mouth of the river that bears the same name. 
ile, Copeland took the upper route, McGrath the Old Spanish 
ing Trail, mostly followed by I-10 Highway today, and Wages drifted 
to along the tidelands. 
ner : : 
on James reached the designated river at Eufaula, Alabama. One 
for door he knocked on was that of a wealthy widow who became 
Wa soft on his youthfulness. He told her he was an orphan and trying 


to make a living for five motherless little children. Not only did 
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she buy a oe quantity of his wares but put him up for the eine 


One night’s lodging led to several more. 


She had a striking mulatto maid whom he sounded out for 
further information on the spread. Copeland promised to take her 
away to freedom and possibly marry her if she would cooperate 
with him in robbing the setup. 


Our boy from Basin now pretended to be ill. This more or 
less guaranteed that he could stay on as long as “he was not able 
to travel.” He and the girl planned on carrying away everything 
not nailed down. 


Finally he left with the expressed intention of working his 
way up the Chatahoochee to Fort Mitchell (Columbus today.) 
Meanwhile, he stole a rowboat and the following night met the girl 
-at a certain landing. She was loaded with loot. 


They reached the confluence of the Flint and Chatahoochee 
on the following night. They traveled by night and slept by day. 


They reached their rendezvous with Wages and McGrath 
ahead of schedule by two days. McGrath had stolen a male black 
and Gale two teenagers. Also there was one John Harden who 
had showed up from nowhere and arranged a hiding place for the 
slaves. Harden was one of the leftovers from the old Murrell Gang 
that plied the Mississippi River earlier. 


Three days later they found a Spanish schooner sailing to 
New Orleans. They paid their fare and shipped out for the 
Crescent City. They reached their destination in less than a week, 
thanks to a good trade wind. 


The Mighty Mississippi 


The three outlaws and four slaves took a steamer for a point 
at the mouth of Red River. There they met Jim Walters, another 
Murrell Gang leftover. He put them up for the night in a swell 
mansion. He introduced them to his family under assumed names 
and said they were from Georgia on their way to the Rio Grande 
to buy land. He lied that he had never seen them before. 
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night. Mr. Walters could use the mulatto and three blacks and - 
- shelled out $3,600 for them in solid gold coins. Copeland a 
admitted that when he looked into the eyes of the betrayed girl he 


ut for oa felt a stinging sense of guilt. He tried to console her by promising 
xe her that he would come back and take her to Ohio and freedom. 
perate 


One of the few regrets expressed publicly by Copeland was 
years later when he wished that he had married the girl and settled 
down to a life of decency. He never saw her again. 


Back in New Orleans the three started a few small fires and 
left town during the confusion with some goods they could peddle 
across the land. They took ship for Mobile but disembarked at 
Bs _ Pascagoula and went overland to the home of Wages for some 
g his good homecooking and much needed rest. They buried nearby 
day.) around forty five hundred dollars. At the same time they saved 


e girl out enough gold to do business with as they headed once more for 
Texas. 
pchee a 
ant The Red River 
ara 
lack On board a river steamer out of New Orleans Wages engaged a 
who corn merchant from Memphis in a poker game and won seven 
yr the hundred dollars. But McGrath and Copeland lost about the same 
fang amount. Up Red River they traveled and landed at New Springs, 


Louisiana. From there they walked to the banks of the Sabine 
where it divides Texas from Louisiana. There they found a 
ig to settlement of Creoles and Mexicans. They held a raffle and sold 
much of their cheap merchandise. This yielded enough money to 
buy three horses, three Spanish saddles, and three guns. Not bad at 
all. ; 


BITE 
as 
Yo 


There they learned that there was a well-to-do ranch back 
toward Natchitoches. They also learned that the owner was a 
bachelor and an ardent Methodist. layleader. It was then that 
Charles McGrath moved to the fore. When he was younger he was 


> 
or 


Tat askance adel 
a 


well licensed to preach by the Methodist Church at Coalville. Now he 
mes would brush up on his long neglected profession. 
de 


mF TEENS ET ETE 
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When they reached Natchitoches they entered the town 
separately. McGrath found a prominent member of the church and 
introduced himself as the Rev. Charles McGrath from South 
Carolina and was available to preach at the local Methodist Church 
the following night. Preachers were scarce in those days out that 
way so by the time Wages and Copeland got around to the main 
street, signs already were going up announcing the service. 


Among the crowd at the appointed hour Wages and Copeland 
helped swell the attendance. They sang lustilly on the great old 
hymns with Copeland bearing down on bass and Wages rising high 
on the tenor. McGrath’s Irish brogue was even thicker for the 
occasion. He whipped most of the crowd into a stampede to the 
altar. At that moment the other two slipped out and met Charles 
at an appointed place the following morning. 


The “brethren” had given him fifty dollars in cash, a more 
conservative saddle as befitting a clergyman, and a black “preacher 
suit.” 


eee 
vee 


He had excused himself that he might continue to press on 
toward the Brazos River where he had relatives. 


Now that the “Parson” seemed to have it made, they parted 
company. They planned to meet in San Antonio on September 1. 
It was then April. 


When James and Gale arrived at the plantation where they 


’ planned to make their next haul they found that the bachelor 


owner of the spread was again at Natchitoches. But the foreman 
was friendly and they offered to pay him for a couple of nights’ 
lodging. They were well provided with whiskey and an ample 
supply of arsnic. They proceeded to tea-up the hospitable foreman 
and continued the deadly potions till he was as stiff as a poker. 
They explained to the hands on the place that he had had a heart 
attack and that they should notify the neighbors to that effect. 


In the confusion the outlaws finished wrapping up their plans 
cooked up with a “likely” female slave. She would meet them on 
the banks of the Sabine River well after dark near the ferry. She 
should bring along two teenagers, two of the best horses, and 
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whatever gold was not nailed down. For her trouble they promised 
her a safe passage to Ohio and freedom. Sure enough she kept her 
end of the bargain. They crossed the last ferry and plunged on 
toward San Antonio. May had come around now and they found 
an eager buyer within a week. They unloaded the human cargo 
and the four horses for two thousand dollars. Two days later they 
were in “Ole Sanintone.” But four months remained before 
McGrath was due to meet them there. 


Well, there was the Rio Grande and the ranches were getting | 


thicker now along the way. They came upon a “spread” with 
hundreds of mules and horses. They made contact, put up the 
price for a week’s lodging and arranged a hunting expedition. The 
way they hauled game into the ranch made them more than 
welcome. The best of the local hunters were over whelmingly 
impressed. 


Eventually they made known their assumed business. They 
were buying work stock for a dealer in Natchez. They flashed gold 
nuggets about like pebbles. They proposed to buy thirty good 
horses and as many first quality mules. They would need twelve 
Jead mules and two attendants to assist with the stock on the long 
journey. A Mexican and a half-breed were selected and the price 
for their services agreed upon. 


From The Rio Grande To The Mississippi 


The following morning they set out along a lower route. 
They had left too many tracks on the upper one. Near the Trinity 
River they finalized their scheme. After getting the stock across on 
the ferry they furnished the black ferryman several drams of well 
laced whiskey. They. would take care of the half-breed and 
Mexican later. 


The ferryman buckled before reaching the end of the last 
trip. But the timing was just fine. By now the outlaws could tie up 
a boat or manage anything that might arise. And there was no 


_ “payday” for the passage! 


At nightfall the caravan pulled up to a camping site. Wages 
and Copeland agreed that they would take the last watch and the 
assistants the first. Well after midnight Wages trained his 
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muzzleloader on the Mexican. Copeland held his barrel at the head 
of the Indian. At a given signal it sounded as if only one blast went 
off. The victims writhed and struggled momentarily and expired. 
“Blazing guns along the Trinity!” 


A couple of days later they reached the Mississippi and 
contracted to get the seventy-two head of animals across into 
Wilkinson County. There they sold them for $4,550.00. Next day 
the rovers hired a carriage to Natchez. With over six thousand 
dollars in their pockets they booked passage to New Orleans and a 
bank. Some of their money was in notes on Memphis and New 
Orleans banks. Financial transactions were mostly on a local basis 
at that time. 


Toward The Angelino 


They kept back a few hundred dollars in gold for spending. 
On July 5, 1841, Wages and Copeland booked passage on a 
steamer bound for Shreveport. From there they set out overland 
carrying their guns and saddles. They joined a wagon train going 
west. Occasionally they left the train pretending to go back into 
the brush for game. They surprised their hosts with venison, 
turkeys, and sometimes a quarter of a beef. This made them very 
welcome for the journey! 


Incidently they made contacts with ranches and slaves 
tending stock along the rivers. One black told them that he 
- belonged to one, Smith, from South Carolina. He had run away 
three times but each time was apprehended. Wages assured him 
that they would get him to Ohio and freedom if he followed their 
plans. He was to meet them at the river the following night with 
three good horses, equipped with bridles and saddles. They gave 
him a couple of drams of booze which put him in the mood. The 
trick was perfectly executed and they were on their way without 
further need for the wagoneers. 


Now they must “split” and not be seen together. Wages left 
the road entirely for his travels. Once he met some men looking 
for those who stole the horses and mules and killed the Mexican 
and Indian. Yes, assured Wages, he had seen just such an outfit 
over on the Mississippi River. As for him, he was on his way to his 
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cabin on the Angelino. Again with a straight face he wished them 
luck in overtaking the thieves! 


One day Gale returned from one of these side trips with one, 
Ben James, whom Wages introduced .as having known him back in 
Alabama. (It is uncanny how all these characters could meet each 
other in such a great sprawling country like Texas! Most of them 
were former members of the Murrell and Mason Gangs.) 


Ben James warned them not to try selling their loot in San 
Antonio. Several had been caught and hanged there recently. But 
he did direct them to one, Scott, up in the hills on the Guadalupe 
River. He was trafficking in stolen horses and slaves. For his 
counsel James collected fifty bucks! He and Scott probably had 
been in this racket together! , 


But it was now August so they scrubbed their plans for going 
farther west in order to meet McGrath in San Antonio. However, 
they learned that there was a camp meeting going on not far 
distant from there. On a hunch they visited the gathering. What do 
you know? The “Rev. Charles McGrath” was in the thick of it 
with his rolling Irish blarney! ~ 


In a secret meeting after the service McGrath reported on his 
stewardship. He had received a thousand dollars in collections and 
an equal amount from selling horses he had been given. Each time 
he sold one he reported to “the brethren” that it had been stolen. 
But then they found where he had been hiding them and had 
stolen some green corn from the neighboring farms to feed them. 
That made it urgent that he be moving on! 


Back On The Mississippi 


Once more the threesome separated with the understanding 


Hy that they meet at the mouth of Red River early in December. 
§ left Meanwhile Charles would arrange camp meetings for the slaves 
‘king with the added suggestion that they be allowed the use of farm 
kican mules and wagons. Moreover, he wormed his way into the 
jutfit confidence of the blacks with the promise of setting them free 


again in Ohio. Harden would buy whatever McGrath delivered. 


219 of 234 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Copeland #2 Family History 


240 By The Rivers Of Water 


Everything went as planned by the unholy threesome. The 
slave owners provided the teams and wagons and the blacks 
delivered them by night to McGrath. Harden showed up on time 
and guaranteed them a thousand dollars upon the delivery of the 
hapless cargo at Napoleon, Arkansas. Harden and also Weltner 
promised that they could handle all “the merchandise” the dirty 
three could deliver from the free states up the river. 


Gale, James, and Charles. spent Christmas of 1841 in New 


Orleans after converting their bank notes into gold. They 
deposited a greater part for another day. 


’ It was then that the first friction developed among the 
outlaws. Wages was not satisfied that McGrath had come clean 
concerning his “proceeds” from the Camp Meetings. Under 
pressure ‘“‘the parson” shelled out thirteen hundred dollars more 
than originally reported. Copeland made it a practice to let Wages 
have his way in all such matters. He not only" trusted Gale but saw 
that he must do it “this way.” 


The Beautiful Ohio : 


On January 1, 1842, our ‘“‘heroes” took steamer for 
Cincinatti. There they made the acquaintance of a brilliant young 
black who was running an “underground” for delivering blacks 
from the slave states to the free ones. They suggested that he join 


up with them for a few trips down the Mississippi. Furthermore he © 


could make himself some money doing it. The frosting on the cake 
was that he would travel-as “their slave” so as to arouse no 
suspicions. 


Harden and Weltner received him with open arms. He 
rounded up a sizable group ready to run away, promising them 
safe passage to freedom. But the old skin game was then put into 
operation. Not only the slaves but the well meaning black from 
Cincinatti landed in the “ole cotton fields back home” in 
Arkansas. Needless to add, the gang did not lose any money on the 
transaction. 
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The Wide Wide Missouri 


Kansas City was next. There they had a keel boat made 
according to specifications. It was loaded with rare and exotic 
goods not ordinarily seen down river. The night they pulled out 
with it they made a raid on some warehouses and started their 
traditional small fires in various parts of town. The old pals down 
river paid them for the load but the size of the haul was not very 
challenging. There had to be bigger game! 


The Wabash 


In Vincennes, Indiana, on the Wabash they fell in with an 
Irishman by the name of O’Conner. He had two barges that he was 
loading out with goods for the down stream market. McGrath with 
his Irish blarney once more moved to the fore. Yes, he was “bairn 
on Gallway Buy” and early went to sea. He and his two pals were 
experts with river craft handling barges like toys. 


O’Conner explained to Charles that he had an extra flat that 
could tote a hundred: barrels of whiskey but he lacked -five 
hundred dollars having the cover costs. That would be no problem 
assured McGrath. They would put up the dough. 


After the barges were loaded and the extra flat tied on they 
slipped the halter and raised anchor. They had hired two 
professional river men as pilots to get them properly afloat in the 
middle of the stream. Now there were two to the barge when they 


departed. O’Connor did not know it but his usefulness was waning © 


in importance. 


The Mighty Mississippi Again 


Just past Madrid, Missouri, McGrath offered the Cap’n a hot 
toddy designed to “‘war-r-r-m th’ cockles of the Hai-i-i-t!” It was 
well laced with opium. Now that they were in the middle of the 
Mississippi the dirty threesome drew straws to see who would 
finish off the Irishman. Copeland turned ashy pale when he found 
out that he was it! 
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As the sun was just barely peeking over the farmland on the 

east bank of the river, James made his way to the bunk of 

O’Connor. As he lifted his hatchet to strike, the Captain stirred 

nd was about to rise. But he was too well under the power of the 

‘narcotic so he snuggled back down. Copeland eliminated one 
partner in the business scheme! 


The following night the body was weighted down with three 
hundred pounds of fire box grating and lowered into the deep. It 
could have been near the place where DeSoto was buried three 
hundred years earlier! 


The two barges were named “Non Such” and ‘‘Red Rover.” 
Now the outlaws painted out the titles and inserted their own. It 
was “Tip” and ‘‘Tyler.” a be 


At that time John Tyler was running for the presidency of 

the United States on the slogan “‘Tippacanoe and Tyler Too.” This 
alone assesses the erudition of the Wages Gang. They were by no 
means illiterate! 


: owe 
oC. 


Again Harden and Weltner were eager for the merchandise. 
But this time there had to be some bantering. They flatly refused 
to pay more than forty five hundred for the entire cargo. The 
threesome took a few swigs from a jug and concluded the deal. 
. After all they actually had only five hundred dollars tied up in it! 
Furthermore they were getting homesick for the Gulf Coast and 
some good old homecooking. Really they could have lived the rest 
of their lives on what they had put together. 


Black Creek 


They set out cross country to the home of Allen Brown, who 
lived between Black and Red Creek on the slopes of Pistol Ridge, 
in Perry County. It was between Carnes and Brooklyn as of today. 
Little did they know that they were near the spot where four 
years hence Wages and McGrath would meet their Waterloo and 
Copeland would start toward the gallows. Allen Brown was a_ 
member of the Gang. 
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Needless to say Brown and his family profited by their 
sojourn. They brought in wild game of every description and 
occasionally the hind leg of one of William Griffin’s fat cattle. 
Griffin not only was destined to sit on the jury when Copeland 
- was hanged but to become one of the big tycoons in the sawmill 
business at Moss Point. 


But there was some unfinished business over on the 
Mississippi River. Harden and Weltner had not paid them in full 
for their last merchandise. The day of reckoning was drawing nigh. 


Old Man River 


McGrath begged off this time. He pretended to be sick and 
besides he had a new girl friend, Mary, the daughter of Daniel 
Smith on Black Creek. The real reason was that he feared meeting 
some of the “‘brethren’’ he had preached to over in Louisiana and 
Texas. 


Harden and Weltner went with Gale and Jim to New Orleans 
- and paid off in full. They bought fifteen barrels of whiskey and 
anchored the gold inside the barrels with strips of cloth fed 
through the bung holes. The merchaiidise was then shipped to 
Pascagoula and transferred overland to their hiding place in Mobile 
County where other funds were stashed. In three charred and 
painted kegs the money was stored. Thirty thousand dollars were 
buried in addition to what they had kept out for further 
“investments.” 


It was only after Wages had bought a piece of property in 
Hancock County that the precious wealth was moved there under 
household goods and buried. . 


Back On The Mobile River 


But things at the Wigwam in Mobile had gotten completely 
out of hand. Left without leadership and discipline from the 
“executive committee” a new set of officers had been elected. A 
questionable membership was in control and spies and detectives 
had infiltrated their ranks. The law was trying to find out the 
whereabouts of Wages, Copeland, and McGrath. Drastic actions 
were deemed necessary toward the prime suspects. 


Se ee ee TE OT 
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The “Biggies” of the original outfit pounced upon the camp So, 
with lightening speed. Wages, at a meeting, assured the crowd that someone 
strong measures would be instituted for purging the ranks of eae Spiers wa 
dissidents. The next night it happened... et Ela ~. his own ; 
: cocked tl 
Seven key rebels were liquidated with methodical precision. that one 
Buckshot blazed along the river front. Silent ropes were thrown - take 30 se 
over the limbs of sturdy oak trees. Slow strangulation was 
administered to the worst offenders. The fear of many reprisals . Phe 
hung over the Port City. At the same time the value of the lives of animal sw 
Wages, Copeland, and McGrath dwindled perceptively. They had trained o 
to beat a retreat to the swamps of Pearl River. trained o} 
your gun 
; pick it up 
Honey Island don’t let 1 
During 1843-1844 the outlaws hung out mostly on Honey 
Island between two channels of Pearl River. There had been a 
sharp dispute over whether this land belonged to Mississippi or In th 
Louisiana. Which was the real river or natural boundary? Thus the that. w. ees 
lawless found refuge there and the lawmen from both states Wixctectyed 
. ‘ oh gs ae pp! 
avoided the questionable jurisdiction. Years later a barrel was Oloh. Tha 
permitted to float down the main stream and it decided the issue. > Famers 
It was then that Honey Island was declared a part of Louisiana. It Wages and 
was during this period that Gale Wages martied, Mary, the where the 
daughter of Allen Brown. . It is repc 
admitti 
According to Samuel Grady Thigpen, Sr., in his book, “Next off with i 
Door to Heaven,” on at least one occasion Copeland became a sort : the citizen 
of Robin Hood. It seems that there was an elderly widow who : 
owed a man some money and he was threatening to foreclose her More: 
mortgage. Our boy from Basin loaned her the money to pay off counterfel 
the debt. She informed the “Villain” to pick it up at her place on place in tf 
a given night. He was there on time and gave her a full receipt. - River Cou 
James waylaid him on the way out and lifted the sum at the Py ae 
business end of a gun barrel. That ended that! loss. In th 
wounded t 
Thigpen also tells us that there was a settler in Pearl River was losing 
County named Spiers. He joined the Wages Gang without full 
knowledge of what he was getting into. When he woke up to his At th 
” plight he asked out. But there were no “ex-members” of the clan ogni : 


so they ruled out his request. 
west, 
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So, Copeland, suggested that they go deer hunting. Then if 
someone “‘accidently” got shot who would be the real offender? 
Spiers was compelled to’ go along with the invitation. But he had - - 
his own plans. Surely enough, a big buck jumped up. Both men 
cocked their guns well loaded with buckshot. Let the reader recall 
that one shot meant a loss of time before reloading. That would 
take 30 seconds or so. 


The stag was getting away and neither let him have it. The 
animal swung around into the direction of Copeland who was still 
trained on him. That was the magic moment. Spiers was now 
trained on the outlaw. “Drop your gun!” sang out Spiers. “Drop 
your gun and walk backwards!” he ordered. James was ordered to 
pick it up after Spiers unloaded it. “Now get out of the woods and 
don’t let me see you again!” was the final command. He did. 


Back On Black Creek 


In the summer of 1845 Gale and Sam Harden executed a plan 
that was actually cooked up. earlier while they were on the 
Mississippi River. They went to Robert Lott’s Ferry just east of 
Oloh. That spot -is on U. S. Highway 98 today. Lott had dabbled 
in several enterprises that had netted him quite a keg of gold. 
Wages and Harden crowded Lott one night and demanded to know 
where the shiny stuff was. Bob denied knowledge of such treasure. © 
It is reported that he was chopped: into small pieces without 
admitting to the wealth. The outlaws did find the keg and made 
off with its contents. Now there was another community where 
the citizenry were aroused against the Gang. 


Moreover, Gale’s father-in-law, Allen Brown, got into the 
counterfeiting business and drew Gale in with him. The worst ° 
place in the world to distribute such ersatz money was in Pearl 


. River County! A couple of Bilbo brothers got some of the fake 


money and discovered the swindle. They set out to redress their 
loss. In the altercation Wages and Brown killed one and badly 
wounded the other. The Pandora Box was now open! Their future 
was losing stock by the hour! 


At that time James Copeland became disillusioned with his 


erstwhile friend, Wages. He recognized that the slickest criminals 


do dumb things in the end. Already clouds were gathering in the 
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Escatawpa And Tallahalla 


Two big “hits” were next planned by Wages and Copeland. 
The former was to kill and rob Tom Sumrall up near Ellisville. 
James, with a half dozen picked members of their gang, set out to 
strike the home of Eli Moffett near Greene County high above the 
Escatawpa. One of their spies had assured them that Moffett was 
at Old Augusta building a bridge. His wife, Matilda, was home 
alone. 


Mrs. Moffett denied having any money in the house. Again it 
seems strange to us that one would be willing to die rather than 
surrender such a material thing as money! John Copeland struck 
her with a stick to punctuate their urgency. She still remained 
adamant. James struck her from the other side. She still demurred. 
Then they beat her into a state of insensitivity. Pronouncing her 
dead they left her body in a room upstairs where they had found 
her and searched the building. They cursed their luck upon not 
finding more than a couple of hundred dollars and some 
household possessions that struck their fancy 
tracks they set fire to the eee 
house. As the smoke rose high Misa cas 
above the Escatawpa they re- 
turned to Big Creek. 


But Mrs. Moffett came 
around. Realizing her plight 
she managed to slide a 
mattress out of the window 
and then rolled out on it with 
little further damage to 
herself. She crawled away 
from the burning building. 


Mrs. G. C. (Kathleen Moffett) 
Newbill holds the platter that 
replaced the one James Copeland 
destroyed when he burned the 
home of her ancester, Eli Moffett. 

Photo by Susan Kirkpatrick 
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It is a moot question in the Moffett family circles as to 
whether the house was made of logs or lumber. Since Daniel 
McKinnis about the same time hauled lumber from Mobile and 
built his mansion on McKinnis Creek, Eli Moffett, a carpenter who 
lived much closer to Mobile, could have done the same thing. 


Well, there was a keg of gold under the staircase. A generous 
pile of nails overlay the precious metal. They not only suggested 
that it was only a keg of nails but also absorbed most of the heat. 
The gold, however, was melted down but they say it was reminted 
in New Orleans. A descendant, Mrs. Kathleen Newbill, has a 
platter that was bought to replace some of the dishes destroyed in 
the fire. This episode occurred December 15, 1847. 


Gale Makes A W aterhaul 


Meanwhile Wages and several others made their way across 
Leaf River at Augusta and headed out for Sumralls on Tallahalla 
Creek. They could have crossed the. bridge Eli Moffett was 
working on. They might have been recognized by some of the 
locals. However, they had never spent much time in that part of 
Perry County. That day they were traveling with mules-and-wagon 
as were hundreds of others passing through. 


About sundown they paused to camp. But there passed that 
1. way one who recognized them It was Bryant Barlow and he was a 
neighbor of Sumrall. Barlow galloped on to report the poachers, - 
little knowing that they even had worse intentions. Sumrall and 
other neighbors rounded up their own “gang.” A scout brought 
the bad news. Wages was not equal to Sumrall that trip. They had 
“blown it.” 


Gale picked up his wife at Pistol Ridge where her parents still 
lived and they all hurried away to Wheelerville, Mobile County, 
where the Wages had a farm. 


Last Trip To The Saint Angeline River 


Soon after this point in our story, Allen Brown, Gale’s 
father-in-law moved to Hancock County. But the Bilbo episode 
and other raveled ends began closing in on him. Wages saw no way 
out except that the Browns head out for Texas. Copeland was 


227 of 234 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Copeland #2 Family History 


248 By The Rivers Of Water 


elected to conduct them to their new home on the St. Angelino. 
Brown had sold his place on Black Creek to one, James A. Harvey. 

Harvey did not have all the cash so he signed a note for the 
balance. The note was for forty dollars. 


‘After a week’s travel Wages and McGrath made their way to 
Harvey’s to collect the note. They arrived Saturday morning, 
March 15, 1848. Gale demanded the payment on the note which 
he held in his hand. Harvey argued with them that the deed was no 
good and thus the note was canceled. 


The two pressed for payment and threatened to kill Harvey if 
he demurred. He quieted down and assured them that he would be 
there in the morning with the money. 


The next morning, which was Sunday, the two showed up at 
sunup and called to Harvey for the payment. There was no 
response. Eventually they saw Harvey’s hat rise slowly from 
behind the shrubbery. One of them cracked down just below the 
brim with buckshot. That was foolish. The hat was on the end of 
Harvey’s gun barrel! An old trick indeed! Harvey stood up and 
-shot the one whose gun was still loaded. The buckshot scattered 
and ripped into both assailants and cut them down. Wages was 
dead on the spot. McGrath lingered a few hours and expired. 


Copeland was returning from Texas without knowing that 
now he alone owned the loot buried in the Catahoula Swamp. It 
was in Columbia that he learned of the fate of his pals. “The guns 
had blazed along Black Creek!” 


When James reported to the parents of Gale at Wheelerville, 
they swore vengeance. They offered a thousand dollars to the one 
who would get Harvey. Copeland could not quit while he was 
ahead! He did not need the money. He was now sole owner of the 
entire fortune of the Wages Gang. In fact it now became the 
Copeland Gang. But killing was now in his blood. He took the 

_money - all the old couple could scrape up. When it was done he 
could have live stock and farm tools besides. 


Those who accompanied James Copeland on this perilous trip 
to Black Creek and the home of Harvey included Sam Stoughton, 
Jackson Pool, and John and Thomas Copeland. However, Thomas 
Copeland “‘chickened out” at Ward’s Bridge on the Escatawpa. He 
returned to Wheelerville. The others went over Fairley’s Ferry, and 
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continued on through the O’Neal Community where they entered 
Perry County. They arrived at Harvey’s July 15, 1848. There was 
the spot where McGrath and Wages were gunned down. But no 
body was home. For security reasons Harvey moved his family to 
his old home place a mile or so away. But there was a good crop 
growing around the house and many signs of comings and goings. 


There were ripe figs, peaches, watermelons, and corn with 
dark silks hanging out of the ears. Copeland suggested that one of 
them go to Daniel Brown’s and buy some bread and meat. Pool 
thought the revelation of their presence to be risky business. 
Besides they could eat fruit instead. “Well, don’t start a smoke!” 
admonished Copeland. But Pool started a fire in the fireplace 
anyway as he proceeded to raost some green corn. It seems rather 
strange to us now that Copeland did not enforce this edict with an 
iron hand. Well, he did not and after supper they set watches on 
two hour shifts. 


Just at dusk a white fowl - probably an egret - walked across 
the bare, well swept yard. It was a bad omen insisted Pool. He felt 
guilty about building that fire. Even after the eerie fowl had 
disappeared Pool wallowed in his misery. 


Nobody slept through the dark hours of the night. The moon 
did not rise until two. Eerie shadows then crept across the clean 
swept yard. 


The sun began rising about five. Pool spoke his last 


remembered words. ‘How beautiful the sun looks this morning; . 


the sky looks so pure, clear, and serene!” 


Around eight o’clock John Copeland whispered hoarsely, 
“Here they come!” The outlaws bolted into the house and took 
their stands at several portholes they had knocked through the 
walls the night before. The Black Creek gang seemed to grow in 
immensity by the second. A squad moved briskly through the 
front yard. Copeland took that as a signal to bolt through the back 
door into a thicket of fig trees. Pool was ready with a double 
barrel shot gun, a pistol in his belt, and a Bowie knife strapped to 
his thigh. 
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_ Harvey came around the corner first and leaped onto the 
front porch. Pool advanced through the front door at the same 
moment. He fired and Harvey was struck in the right side. As he 
fell he wheeled and unloaded one barrel of his gun into Pool who 
had reached the ground. As Harvey crumpled on.the veranda a 
load from another gun struck Pool in the chest and he fell near the 
spot where the fowl had walked the evening before. 


Copeland, now safe among the fig bushes saw the luckless 
Andrew Jackson Pool fall. Stoughton and John Copeland fled 
through the backway and headed for the swamp. Copeland struck 
out toward a patch of woods in another direction. He heard 
buckshot whinning through the leaves above him He ran until he 
was-near the home of Daniel Brown. Still under cover he caught 
his breath and then walked on to the Brown’s. He pretended to 
have been passing by Harvey’s house when he heard shots but had 
had no part in the battle. He was only half right! We are not told 
how much of the story the Brown’s bought! 


a 
Evi 


Soon John Copeland came in, muddy up to his knees, from 
sloshing through the swamp. Shortly thereafter they returned to 
the Harvey house and there lay poor old Pool dead in the yard. 


Harvey had been taken home to his family and lived but ten days _ 


thereafter. 


Copeland searched Pool’s pockets and found one hundred 
and twenty dollars. “He will need it no longer,” he reasoned and 
put the amount into his own pocket. He knew enough about 
Pool’s business to be aware that there was a five dollar gold piece 
missing! James searched his own pockets and suddenly became 
painfully aware that the map locating the gold buried in the 
Catahoula Swamp was also missing. He never saw it again. 


James and John Copeland went back to the swamp and called 
out to Stoughton. They were terribly disappointed in him. They 
had picked him for the venture because they thought he was 
courageous. In spite of the sorry performance, however, James did 
give him a yoke of oxen when they settled with old man Wages. 
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the The outlaws ate dinner with the Daniel Browns that Sunday 
me and immediately set out for Big Creek. They had already collected 
he about all the cash the elderly couple had before the trip to 
tho _ Harvey’s. James told Sheriff Pitts toward. the end that they ate 
aa dinner the next day at Peter Fairley’s. July 22, they reached 
the Wheelerville just fourteen days from the date they had left. 


Wages was relieved that Harvey was dead. He got together all 
the additional cash he could scrape up. Then there were hogs, 


less cattle, horses, carts, wagons, plow tools, and household utensils. 
‘led , He had already deeded Copeland his place. Very soon Copeland 
uck moved his folks onto the property. They no longer felt very 
ard: welcome around Basin. Eventually they would move to St. 
lhe Angelino, Texas, and leave Mississippi forever. 

\o * 

os James, John, Thomas, and Ishom Copeland, Jr., made many 
had trips over on the Catahoula Swamp in search of the loot but never 
old ~ found it. The loss of the map was not the whole story. There were 


two other maps floating around somewhere. Several from the Clan 
suddenly blossomed into wealth but there was never any solid 
evidence that they had found the money. 


Then there was John Harden we left, at the beginning of the 
el story, down on Apalachicola River. He appears now on the scene 
i as a nightmare out of the past. He is trafficing in slaves and horses 


= stolen in the Carolinas and transported through here to the 
Mississippi for Weltner and brother Sam Harden. 

‘eal Copeland began drinking heavier and heavier as his life 
became more frustrated. He now complained that justice had 
nd s : 

at overtaken him: The past ganged up on him and set everyman 
Sa . against him. One night in 1849 he and three brothers dropped in 
ne on a honkytonk (they were not called that then) over on Dog 
hi River. An Irishman by the name of Smith was there. He looked to 


James like someone out of the horrendous past. Old O’Conner, 

for instance! The whiskey distorted his powers of rationality. He 
a raised his gun to shoot Smith but the Gael was too quick for the 
. draw. He knocked the barrel of the gun to one side and thrust his 
dirk into Copeland’s neck above the collar bone. James ran away 
toward a swamp with blood streaming along with telltale 
eloquence. His brothers followed him and hired a hack to take him 
home. The law was called and they traced his retreat from the 
tavern. Though he had nine more years to live, for the most part 
they would be lived in places of detention. He was sent to the | 
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Alabama Penitentiary at Talladega for a long spell. When he got 
out the Mississippi authorities were standing there to take him to 
prison in Augusta. There he was charged with the murder of James 
A. Harvey. 


At the March term of court in Perry County in 1857 the 
Grand Jury delivered a True Bill and bound him over to the Fall 
Session. At the September 
term of court, 16-18 of that 
month, James Copeland was 
tried by his peers and found 
guilty as charged. 


The Grand Jury had such 
historical names on it as John 
Fairley, Foreman; John 
McCallum, Lemuel Strahan, | 
John W. Carter, Allen Travis, 
Lewis H. Watts, James 
Chapell, G. W. Rawls, William 
Jenkins, Peter McDonald, 
Malachi Adum, Joseph G. 
Young, James M. Bradley, Sr., 
Stephen Smith, William 
Hinton, Edmund Merritt, 
Sydney Hinton, Joseph T. 
‘Breland, Henry Dearmon, and 


Copeland tells his story. 
Lorenzo Batson. Courtesy Gary McLeod 


Hon. W. M. Hancock was the Judge. George Wood, Esq. was 
the District Attorney. James Carpenter was the Clerk and James 
R. S. Pitts was the Sheriff. Pitts was not a Doctor at that time. The 
Governor of Mississippi was John J. McRae who would be 
succeeded by William McWille a few weeks later. 


Copeland was found guilty as charged Thursday, September 
17, 1857. The sentence came the following day. It was “‘to be 
hanged until dead.” 


The Petit Jury consisted of Porter J. Myers, Malachi Odom, 
Sr., J. M. Bradley, Sr., William H. Nichols, W. C. Griffin, D. S. 
Sapp, James Edwards, Darling Lott, Malcolm McCallum, August 
McSwain, and Q. A. Bradley. 
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got James Copeland was executed from a scaffold about a mile 
nto from the long-since-vanished Old Augusta, Perry County, 
mes Mississippi. It was Friday, high noon, October 30, 1857, three 


years before the beginning of the Civil War. 


the The sun rose clear and beautiful. The air was motionless. The 
Fall temperature mild. The weather was merciful to a crowd of — 
23 hundreds who had spent the night in the wilderness to await the 
pie hanging. Hundreds more streamed into the town all morning. 
Eee Among those who had traveled some distance was Greenberry 
li Edgars who one day would move to the Bear Pond Region of 


Greene County. He came from Choctaw County, Alabama. 


Horse traders, bootleggers, pickpockets and every sort of 


whe 


ae citizenry gathered for the occasion. One man from across the 
hig 3 Pascagoula in Jackson County rode a little “filly” up there and 
3 = swapped horses all day. When he rode home the next day he had 
mE the same little mare and a hundred dollars in his pocket. He had 
tg = traded a dozen times or more and ended up with the same nag! 
g 
zz Before his execution Copeland was granted the privilege of 
Z ¥ saying what was on his mind. He. addressed the audience, especially 
the young people, indicating no bitterness, but warned them 
# concerning keeping bad company. It was while he was very young 
gone that he took the first step downward. He even answered some 
a questions from the audience. Today we would say he “held a news 
ap : conference.” 

His last words were in the form of a prayer. “Lord, have 
was mercy on me!” After the hood was placed over his head he 
ames continued to pray even as the trap was sprung from under him. He 
The was never so depraved but what he was aware that there was a God 
i be he would have to face in the end. 
ahs Among the attendants at the hanging was a little girl about 


be nine years of age. She was a daughter of James A. Harvey borna 
: few months after her father was killed. 


lom, James Copeland was only thirty-four years old when he paid 
the supreme debt to society. If he had been corrected in childhood 
gust and enlisted in something even more engaging, and certainly 


nobler than crime he might have been a most useful citizen. He 


233 of 234 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Copeland #2 Family History 


254 By The Rivers Of Water 


must have had a most engaging personality and must have been 
very handsome. The sketch of his likeness was made by Pitts and 
included in this treatise confirms this assumption. 


- ~ He is supposed to lie in an unmarked grave near where the 
Tallahalla runs into Leaf River above Old Augusta. But it is pretty 
well established that his body was dug up and removed elsewhere. 
There are many tales afloat as to what happened to his remains. 


By the waters of Whites Creek James Copeland was born. By 
the waters of Tallahalla he died. Ultimately both streams find their 
way to the Pascagoula and the Gulf of Mexico. 


Ironically enough, Copeland died in a county where he had 
never killed anyone and was never arrested in states and counties 
where he had. 


Peter Fairley Family: Bottom row, left to right: Ella Bonds, Baby Louise, 
Mary Fairley, Peter Fairley and John Rufus Cochran, Ozema. Top Row: 
Maggie Fairley, Johnny Fairley, Eva Mae Fairley, Erly Cochran, and Homer 
Cochran. James Copeland ate dinner with the Fairley’s once. They did not 
know his gang had just killed James Harvey. 

Courtesy Johnny A. Cochran - Copy by Ann Howell 
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